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MEMOIRS 

AND 

CORRESPONDENCE 

O F 

JOHN WILKES, Esq. 



MEETING OP PARLIAMENT. KING S MES- 
SAGE. MR. WlLKES's COMPLAINT. 

KJN the 15th of November, 1763, the 
session opened 

By the usage of parliament, when any 
complaint is to be made of a breach of 
privilege, that complaint is to be heard 
before any other business. But in the case 
of Mr. Wilkes, even this rule was set aside. 
As soon, as the speaker had taken the 
chair, Mr. Wilkes rose, and informed the 
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house, that he had a complaint to m^ke 
of a breach of privilege. 

The chancellor of the exchequer (the 
right honourable George Grenville) im- 
mediately rose, and stated, that he had a 
message to deliver from his majesty. 

It was resolved to hear his majesty's 
message first. 

The chancellor of the exchequer then 
said, that he was commanded by the king 
to acquaint the house, that *^ his majesty 
having received information, that John 
Wilkes, esq. a member of this house, was 
the author of a most seditious and danger- 
ous libel, published since the last session of 
parliament ; he had caused the said John 
Wilkes, esq> to be apprehended, and se- 
cured, in order to his being tried for. the 
same by due course of law. And Mr. 
Wilkes having been discharged out of 
custody by the court of common -pleas, 
upon account of his privilege as a member 
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^•f ttis house: and hanring, when called 
upon by tlie legal process of the court of 
king's-bench, stood oiit, aod declined to 
appear, and answer to an informMion 
which has since been exhibited against 
him by his majesty's attorney-general for 
the same offence; ia this situaJiorT, bis 
majesty, being desirous to show all possible 
attention to the privileges of the house of 
commons, in every instance wherein they 
Can be supposed to be concerned ; and at 
the same time thinking it of the utmost 
importance not to suffer the public justice 
of the kingdom to be eluded ; has chosen 
to direct the said libel, and also copies of 
the examinations upon which Mr. Wilkes 
was apprehended and secured, to be laid 
before this house, for their consideration.** 
And the right honourable gentleman deli- 
Tored the sard papers in at the table ♦. 



* Cbmmofis' journals, vol. xxix. p. 66;. 
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'The papers consisted of the North Bm 
ten, N° 45 ; and the examiriatiom of 
George Kedrsley, the publisher, ^ arid' Ri- 
chard Balfe, the printer. 

The house resolved, after a tong de- 
bate, the particulars of which it is m^t he^- 
tessary to state here, that the paper was i 
false, scandalous^ and seditious libel ; and 
ordered it to be burned by the hands of 
the common hangman. 
i Mr. Wilkes's complaint wis then heard, 
in the following speech, '^ ^ * 

" Mr. Speaker, 
*^ I think it my duty to.lay^ before thp 
house a few facts, which have occprreid 
since our last meeting; because, in njy 
humble opinion (which I shall always, sub^ 
mit to this house), the rights of all tJ;i^ 
commons of England, and .the privileges 
of parliament, have, in my person, be9n 
highly violated. I shall at prcscat con- 
tient myself with barely suting the facts^ 



JOHN WILKBS, ESa. 5 

and leu'c the mode of proceeding to the 
wisdom of the house. 

** On the 30th of April, in the morn- 
ing, I was made a prisoner in my own 
house, by sojne of the king's messengers. 
I demanded by what authority they had 
forced their way into my room: and was? 
shown a warrant, in which no person was 
named in particular, but generally * the 
authors, printers, and publishers, of a 
seditious and treasonable paper, intirled. 
The North Briton, N°45/ '1 he messen- 
gers insisted on my going before lord 
Halifax : which I absolutely refused ; be- 
cause the warrant was, I thought, illegal, 
and did not respect me. I applied, by my 
ftiends, to the court of common-pleas, for 
the habeas-corpus ; and I enlarged on this 
subject to Mr. Webb, the solicitor of the 
'^treasury. I was, however, hurried away . 
to the Tower by another warrant ; which 
declared me * the author and publisher of a 
moist infamous and seditious libel, intitlcd. 
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The North Briton, N<5 45.' The word 
treasonable was dropped : yet I wa-s de- 
tained a close prisoner, and no person was 
suiFered to come near me for almost three 
days, although my counsel, and several of 
my friends, demanded admittance, in order 
to concert the means of recovering my li-* 
berty. My house was plundered, my bu- 
reaus broke open by, order of two of your 
iHcmbers (Mr. Wood and MnWcbb), and 
all my papers carried away. After six 
days' imprisonment^ I was discharged, b;^ 
the unanimous judgment of the conrt 
of common^leas, ^ that the {mvilego 
of this house extended to my case/ 
Notwithstanding this solemn decision of 
one of the king^s superior courts of jus* 
tice, a few days after, I was served with a 
stibpoena upon an information exhibited 
against me in the kingVbench. I lost no 
time in consulting the best books, as well 
at the greatest living authorities; and, 
fiom. the truest judgment I could form, I 



tkought that the serving me with a sub- 
poena was another violation of the privi- 
lege of parliament, which I will aeither 
desert nor betray, — and therefore I havt 
not yet entered an appearance. 

♦^ I now stand in the judgment of th« 
house^ submitting, with the utmost defer- 
ence, the w-hole case to their justice and 
wisdom; and beg leave to add, that if, after 
this important business has, in its full ex-* 
teat, been maturely weighed, you shall be 
of opinion that I am intitled to privilege* 
r shall then be not only ready, but eagerly 
desirous, to wave that privilege, and to put 
myself upon a jury of my countrymen." 

: The further hearing of this complaint} 
was put off from time to time, till Mr» 
Wilkes was obliged to go abroad. 

* The above resolution of the commons' 
was ' communicated to the lords, and their 
concurrence, was desired ; which was rca*» 
dily obtained. 
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The burning of the Norfh Briton at the 
Royal Exchange was attended with a vio- 
lent riot, and the sheriff hiniself (Harley) 
was obliged to take refuge in the mansion- 
house. All candid people confessed^ that 
this measure evinced more impotence and 
malignity than good sense ; and as such 
it was treated by the populace. 



COMPLAINT AGAINST MR. WILKES, 

In the house of lords, the earl of Sand^ 
wich, the new secretary of state succeed- 
iflg lord Egremont, made a formal com- 
plaiiit, that Mn Wilkes had violated the 
mmt sacred ties of religion as well as de- 
cency, by printing in his own house a 
pamphlet intitled ** An Essay on Woman> 
with Notes ;" to which the name of a right 
rev^end prelate . (Dr« Warbur^op, bi- 
sjiop of Gloucester) had b^cp scurrilously 
s^;xckL And the house iDsianrly voted aa 
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address to the king, to order the attorney- 
general to prosecute Mr. Wilkes for this 
offence ^. 

Mr.Wilkes had not had the least expecta- 
tion of this circumstance. He did not know, ^ 
as was the fact, that his servants had been 
suborned to rob him. He had caused this 
poem to be printed at his own press ; but 
permitted only twelve copies to be taken 
off; and, while the workmen were em- 
ployed on it he was always present. In- 
deed, he took every possible precaution to 
prevent any person from obtaining a copy* 

But, notwithstanding all his care and 
attention, three or four scraps, or parts 
of soiled sheets, were stolen by the jour- 
neymen ; and these were shown, as mat- 
ters of curio^ty, to other printers. At 
length a few imperfect pages fell into the 

* The poetical part of this famous production is a" 
parody of the first Epistle of Pope's Essay on Man) 
the notes were principally written by Potter. See 
Mr. Wilkes's notes on Churchill's dedication to/thto 
bishop of Gloucester. 
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hUftds of one Fa<kn, a printer, in Fleet- 
fi^treet. Thi'S man was indefatigable in his 
endeavours to get the remainder ; and, 
with the assistance of another printer, they 
contrived to corrupt the workmen in Mr. 
Wilkes's house. To one man they gave 
five guineas ; but he could not serve them. 
In the course of their efforts, they applied to 
one Curry (another of Mr. Wilkes's work- 
men) ; who supplied them with all that he 
t?ould obtain ; and became the principal 
tividence against Mr. Wilkes, both in the 
jyrosecution for the Essay on Woman, and 
in that for the North Briton. 

Faden showed these few pages to a Mr. 
Kidgell, at thattime chaplain to lord March. 
He and Kidgell at first intended to reprint 
the poem, with notes, in a series of letters, 
in the newspaper called the Public Ledger, 
of which Faden was at that time the printer. 
But they soon abandoned this design ; con- 
ceiving, on reflection, that they should 
derive greater emolument from govern- 
ment. With this view, KidgcU showed 
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tb^. H^wp^. to lord March, who laid them 
before the secretary of state* 

Mr.Wilkes has oftea observed, th»t, if-thc 
Nppth Briton had not appeared, the Essay 
GO Woman would never have been called 
10 question •, and it ha3 been remarked l^y 
Qtheir^, that if the poem had been ten 
thqusand times wonae than it wasj yet jt 
would fall far short in iofaaiy to th^.shocfci- 
\n^ and traitexous methods which were 
t^en to procure it. Mr, Ijorne Tooke^ 
jff- hi? sixth letter to Mr. Wilkes, priotc^ 
IR 1771, at the time of tlieif great differ- 
ence, says : * I have not to this moment 
f viead the Essay on Woman ; and, what-» 
*• pytT it may contain, I should have felt 
.^.^ipfiQife indigu^tion against those who 
V.b\ijibci4 tlw printer to betray you, than 
^^ ag^qst you wi>o weire betrayed, beqaujsp 
>^ i^ \f^ a rmeaa villainy.' These wor4ift arp 
^vfccxljv^e^ if applied to the present^dji* 
^« Hp never wpuldsQe that poem^ though 
^ijij^tly 'Vftged jby Mr, Wilkes* 
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DUEL BETWEEN MR. WILKES ANIT 
MR. MARTIN. 

When Mr. Wilkes returned home from 
the house of commons on Wednesday 
morning, the i6th of November, (the 
house having sat till that time,) he uent 
the following letter to Mr. Samuel Martin, 
late secretary to the treasury, who had 
grossly, but obliquely, insulted him the 
preceding evening. 



'* SIR, 



Great George-street, Wcdnesda7> 
November i6, 1763. 



'^ You complained yesterday, before five 
hundred gentlemen, that you had been 
stabbed in the dark by the North Briton ; 
but I have reason to believe you was not 
•so much in the dark as you affected, and 
chose to be. Was the complaint made 
before so many gentlemen on purpose that 
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they might interpose ? To cut off every 
pretence of ignorance as to the author, I 
whisper in your car, that every passage of 
the North Briton in which you have been 
named, or even alluded to, was written by 
your humble servant, 

John Wilkes.** 

To this letter Mr. Martin returned the 
following answer. 



*^ SIR, 



Abingdon-street, November 16, 1763* 



** As I said in the house of commons 
yesterday, that the writer of the North 
Briton, who had stabbed me in the dark, 
was a cowardly as well as a malignant and 
infamous scoundrel; and your letter, of 
this morning's date, acknowledges that 
every passage of the North Briton in 
which I have been named, or even alluded 
to, was written by yourself; I must take 
the liberty to repeat, that you are a malig- 
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Aant and infamous' scoundrel, aad that I 
deaifc to give you an opportunity of sfaetvn^ 
ing mc whether the epithet of cowardly 
was rightly applied or not. 

** I desire that you may meet me in Hyde- 
park immexli^ely, wkh a brace of pistols 
each, to determine our difference. 

" I shall go to the ring in Hydc-park, 
with my pistols so concealed that nobody 
may see them ; and I will wait in expecta^ 
tion of you one hour. As I shall call in 
my way at ypurjio.use, to deliver thisletter» 
I propose to go from thence directly to the 
ri«g in Hyde-j)airk'; fifom whejac^ w« may 
pf«:«d, if it be «cicessary, jto Any mcwrf 
private piace. A«.d 1 oaention that I shaU 
)w?flLit ftn i>pur, in osrdftr to %ivc you the fuU 
tone «Q meet: tue, 

« I am, Sir, 

your humble servant, 

j5 AM. Martin.** 
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The circumstances of the duel were as 
follows. 

When the gentlemen met in Hyde-park 
they walked together a little while, to 
avoid some company which seemed com- 
ing up to them* They brought each a 
pair of pistols. When they were alone, 
the first fire was from Mr. Martin's pistol, 
which missed Mr. Wilkes. The pistcd 
m Mr. Wilkes's hand only flashed in the 
pan. The gentlemen then each took one 
of Mr. Wilkes's pair of pistols. Mr. 
Wilkes missed ; and the ball of Mr. Martin's 
piftol lodged in Mr. Wilkes's belly. He 
bled immediately very much. Mr. Martin 
came up, and desired to give him all the 
assistance in his power. Mr. Wilkes replied, 
that Mr. Martin had behaved like a man of 
iionour; that he was killed; and insisted on 
Mr. Martin's making his immediate escape, 
adding that no person should know from 
him (Mr. Wilkes) how the affair happened. 
"Upon this they parted* Mr. Wilkes was 



l6 MEMOIRS OF 

carried home ; but would not tell any cir- 
cumstance of the case till he found it was 
publicly known. He only said to the sur- 
geon, that it was an affair of honour. 

The day following, Mr. Wilkes, ima- 
gining himself in the greatest danger, 
returned to Mr. Martin his letter, that no 
evidence might appear against him ; and 
insisted upon it with his own relations, that, 
in case of his death, no trouble should be 
given to Mr. Martin, for he had behaved 
as a man of honour. 

But, notwithstanding this declaration of 
Mr. Wilkes, there is another circumstance 
worthy of notice. Mr. Martin's not return- 
ing Mr. Wilkes's letter, occasioned a suspi- 
cion that it was kept to be made use of as a 
proof of Mr. Wilkes's concern in the North 
Briton. This neglect seemed as unaccount- 
able as his having for eight months previous 
to the meeting of parliament, borne in 
silence the abuse of which he complained. 
— Was he all this time, Sundays not ex* 
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cepted, practising at a target ? That report 
was confirmed by his neighbours in the 
country *• Nor is it less remarkable, that 
he should choosc^istpls, without naming 
the sword ; though the choice of weapons 
was, by the laws of honour, in Mr. Wilkes. 

Mr. Wilkes was carried home in a chain 
Dr. Brocklesby, and Mr, Graves (surgeon), 
were immediately sent for. Mr. Graves 
extracted the ball ; which first struck Mr. 
Wilkes's coat button, then his waistcoat 
button, entered his belly about half an inch 
below the navel, and sunk obliquely, on 
the right side*, towards the groin, but did 
not penetrate the abdomen. It was ex- 
tracted from behind. 

When he was able to write, he sent notice, 
by letter, to the speaker of the house of 
commons, of the condition of his health. 

On Friday the i6th of December, the 

house of commons made the following 

» - ^t f ■ * ' . 

f':See Mr. Wilkes's letter to Mr. Cotes, dateij 
Calaisj December lo^ i7^4< 
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order : ** That doctor Heberden, physi- 
cian, and Mr. Caesar Hau^ins, one of his 
majesty's serjeant-surgeons, be desired to 
attend John Wilkes, esq. from * time to 
time, at proper intervals, to observe the 
progress of his cure ; and that they, to- 
gether with Dr.Brocklesbyand Mr. Graves, 
do attend this house, to report their opinion 
thereupon, on the 19th day of January- 
next*, in case the said John Wilkes, esq. 
be not then able to attend in his place," 

This order being sent to Dr. Heberden^ 
by order of the speaker, he sent it to Dr* 
Brocklesby ; with a letter, * desiring to* 
know when he might attend Dr. Brocklesby 
to Mr. Wilkes. Dr. Brocklesby sent 
the order of the house, and Dr. Hcber- 
den's letter, to Mr. Wilkes ; and requested 
him to appoint a time when they might 
wait upon him. Mr. Wilkes sent a polite 
card to Dr. Heberden, saying, that he 
was so well satisfied with the attention and.^ 

* Parliament adjourned to ihe 19th of Januaty. 
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skill of Dr. Brocklcsby and Mr. Graves, 
that he did not wish to see Dr. Heberden 
for some weeks. And he sent a similar 
card to Mr. Hawkins. 



UlBi. MARTIN A1?D MR. WILKES MEET AY 
PARIS. 

Mr. Martin immediately proceeded to 
Paris. When Mr. Wilkes arrived there, he 
was complimented by Mr. Martin with the 
following card. 

" Hotel de Luyneg, Dec. 30, 176J. 

^ Mr.Martm presents his compliments to 
'Mr* Wilkes, and desires to know how he 
does: flattering himself, from Mr. Wilkes's 
performance of so loog a journey at this 
season of the 3rear, that his health is per- 
fectly re-established* 

" Mr. Martin cannot help taking this op- 
portunity to assure Mr. Wilkes, that he had. 
desired Mr. Bradshaw to deliver up Mr. 
Wilkes's note, written to Mr. Martin on the 
1 6th of November ; as soon as it occurred to 
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the latter that any imaginable use might 
be made of it to Mr. Wilkes's prejudice, 
and before Mr. Martin had heard from 
Mr, Bradshaw that it was actually given 
up. * 

^^ Mr. Martin returns his thanks to Mr. 
Wilkes for his attention to Mr. Martin's 
safety, by giving the early notice he did 
to Mr. Bradshaw, of his apprehending 
himself to be in danger. 

** It is impossible for Mr. Martin to think 
of taking part in any affair of Mr. Wilkea 
that he may jfind depending in the house 
of commons at his arrival in England. 
He proposes to set off from hence on his 
return home on Monday next ; but be- 
lieves he shall not set foot in London 
till those affairs are determined, to avoid 
even a colour of suspicion that he is capa- 
ble of appearing against Mr. Wilkes after 
what has recently happened." 
•■ ' ' ' ' .. ■- I. . I .' > ■ I . .., 

* The letter was returned to Mr. Wilkes on the 
loth of December, not sooner, by Mr. Graves, ia 
the name of Mr. Martin. 
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Mr. Wilkes immediately returned the 
following answer: 

'* Hotel de Saxe^ Friday, Dec. 30. 
** Mr.Wilkes's compliments to Mr. Mar- 
tin, and is much obliged by the favour of 
his note. Mr. Wilkes is going to pay his 
respects to lord Hertford * ; and, if Mr. 
Martin is disengaged, will afterwards wait 
upon him, for a quarter of an hour, at the 
hotel de Luynes." 

" Hotel de Luynes, Dec. 30, i?^3- 
^^ Mr, Martin's compliments, and will 
wait at home to receive the visit with 
which Mr. Wilkes intends to favour him.'* 

* At that time the English ambassador at Paris. 
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FIVE LETTERS FROM MR. WILKES TO 
MISS WILKES. 

In MarcTi 1763, Mr. Wilkes took his 
daughter to Paris, and placed her in the 
hands of some particular friends there, in 
order to finifh her education. He staid 
but a few days at Paris, having previously 
made the necessary arrangements. But re- 
collecting, a few days after he had left 
Paris, some points ' which had been omit- 
ted, he sent to his daughter the following 
letter from Calais. 

Letter L 

'' Calais, April 9, ly^j/ 
** MY DEAREST POLLY, 

^^ Whatever cloaths you wish for, or 
any thing else, desire monsieur Carpentier 
to pay for. Every three months Mr. Foley 
will pay him again, and draw upon me. I 
wish that my sweet girl may have every 
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^reasonable pleasure ; and I am sure that her 
good sense will desire ho other. I dare 
say you will be happy with madame Qir- 
pentier ; and I have paid them the highest 
compliment in trusting them with a trea- 

' sure I love so entirely as my dear daugh- 
ter. Any money you wish for, you may 
have. 

•• When you are well, I beg you never to 
miss the embassador's chapel on Sunday.; 
and I trust a good Providence will favour 
you with confirmed health at Paris. Mr. 
Foky will put you in a way to go with 
Mrs. Poyntz, and she will ever be glad of 
your company. 

*^ I wish you directly to enquire of Mr. 
Neville, who is secretary to the duke of 
Bedford, about tiie dancing-master belong- 
ing to the court. He mentioned him to 
me, and he is the only man for you to 
learn of. I wish you would soon get the 
best music-master. Consult Mr. Foley in 
this, as in every thing. 
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*^ I write no other advice to you, because 
you have as much sense as any body I 
know ; and I am sure, will conduct your- 
self in every thing so as to win the esteem 
and Jovje^ of every one. Let me beg you 
to write your opinion to me on every 
thing, 1 have the highest opinion of you, 
and wish to make you happy. You have 
an excellent genius given you from hea- 
ven ; and it will be your own pleasure to 
cultivate it. Read the best books, and 
they will be your pleasure through life. 
Desire monsieur Carpentier to buy for you 
Boileau, Racine, and Moliere, in small 
volumes-, you cannot read them, as well 
as Shakespeare, Pope, and Swift, too often ; 
yet by no means tire yourself. God has 
given you excellent understanding; but 
the best land requires cultivation. 

^^ I am ever, my dearest Polly, 
most affectionately yours, 

John Wilkes/* 



k 
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Letter 11. 

" Great George- street. May lo, 1763. 
•* MY DBAREST POLLY, 

•* I EMBRACE this first opportunity of 
Tcturning you my best thanks for your en- 
tertaining letter of the 26th of April; 
which came to my hands in the To\^er, 
and was infinitely the best thing I saw 
there. You will have seen from the pub- 
lic prints, every thing which passed con- 
cerning me. It has m every respect been 
highly advantageous and honourable to 
me. I am impatient for the end of June, 
that I may come and pass three or four 
months with you at Paris. 

** Your ever affectionate father, 

John Wilkes." 
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Letter III 



Great George-street, June 14, 1763. 



^' MY DEAREST POLLY, 



" I HAVE not wrote to you for several 
clays, from the great hurry I have been inj 
and the time it takes me to settle every thing 
for my tour to Paris. I find now that it 
will be the second or third week in July 
before I can rejoin my dear girl ; but I hope 
to continue in France till November. I 
have a thousand things to tell you. I am, 
thank Heaven ! perfectly well, and in high 
spirits, impatient to set out to meet you* 
Every thing in England goes on as I wish 
it. Lord Temple and all our friends con- 
tinue wclU and honour me with their ap- 
plause. I am a greater favourite here than 
I ought in modesty to say. 

** I am obliged to attend our assizes, as a 
country gentleman. They are on tiie 18th 
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of July. I shall set out immediately after- 
wards for Paris. 

** I am ever, your affectionate father, 

John Wilkes.'* 



Letter IV. 

" Great George-street, Nov, 18, 1763. 
** MY DEAREST POLLY, 

** I THOUGHT it would givc you most sa- 
tisfaction to have a line from my own hand, 
relating to the duel betweeo Mr. Martin 
and me. At the second fire I was wounded 
by a ball, which entered the lower part of 
my belly on the right side. I was carried 
home in a chair, and a surgeon has ex- 
tracted the ball. The pains I have suffered 
are beyond what I can describe, but both 
physician and surgeon declare me out of 
all ^danger, and I hope in a fortnight to go 
c ^ 
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abroad. You may depend on seeing mc 
at Paris before Christmas, if 1 am toler- 
ably well. It was an affair of honour, and 
my antagonist behaved very well. We^ arc 
both perfectly satisfied with each other on 
this occasion. 

'* I am, my dearest girl, 

your most affectionate father, 

John Wiikks.'* 



Letier V. 

*' Great George- street, Dec. 8, 1763. 
*• MY DEAREST -POLLY, 

" You would be glad to observe how fast 
I mend, though I have not yet been abroad. 
I hope to eat my Christmas dinner with 
you at Paris ; and I wish you to send to 
the hotel de Saxe, to know if I can have 
my old apartments on the ground-floor by 
Christmas-day. 
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** You may now give me joy of my 
having carried one of my causes against the 
tools of the administration. Last Tuesday 
I had a verdict for mc, and one thdusand 
pounds given me for damages, against Mr» 
Wood. I expect the same damages against 
Mr. Webby and ten time^ as much against 
lord Halifax. 

^ lam^ €ver^ your affectionate father, 

John Wilkes.** 
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LETTER 1. 

Silver Lion, Dover, Sunday, Dec. 25, 1763. 
MY DEAIIEST COTES, 

twiLL venture even by the post to con- 
Ycy to you a piece of authentic intelli- 
gence. It is, that the notified John Wilkes, 
esq. arrived here last night ; and has been 
complimented by fourteen gentlemen of 
this place, who desired to wait on him and 
drink his health in good claret, with the 
i^iost flattering testimonies in his favour. 

It is now near eleven on Sunday morn- 
ing, and I am just going to embark. 

I am, with much affection and gratitude, 
my dearest friend, yours most sincerely, 

John Wilkes,, 

My wound has been a good deal ffetted 
by the vile jolts through the rascally tojvris 
of Stroud, Rochester, Chatham, &c, and 
c 5 
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die old part too lopks red and inflamed ^ 
but I slept pretty well last night, and to- 
day I recover my spirits. I think Friday 
and yesterday were the two most unhappy 
days I have known. 



liETTER IX. 

Calais, Dec. 25, 1763, Sunday afternooft. 
MY DEAREST COTES, 

I WROTE to you this morning from 
Dover, and am now on French ground* 
We made this little voyage in two hours 
and three quarters ; but the wind was so 
high that I was dreadfully sick, and most 
violently strained with it. I am now recover- 
ing every hour ; but it lias made my wound 
very painful, and very much inflamed, so 
that instead of going on I am going to 
bed. I am^ more than I can express, 
aSectionately yours, 
John Wilkes* 
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LETTER III. 

Paris, Hotel de $aie> Dec. ig, 1763, 
UY DEAREST COTES, 

The post only gives me time to say 
that I arrived here last night; and am bet* 
ter than I had reason to imaz^ine 1 should 
be, from what I suffered at sea. 

Very sincerely and affectionately yours, 

John Wilkes, 



LFTTER IV. 

Paris, Hotel de Saxe, Jan. 6, 1764, 
MY DEARESr COTES, 

T HAVE been to mnke my bow to lord 
Hertford; who, of course, was n^t at 
home, but, to my surpri.-je, rr turned my 
visit. I left a cafi for the private secre- 
tary, David Hume; who returned my visit 
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likewise : and to-day I met him at baron: 
Holb^ch*s, where we laughed much. I 
believe there are not ten English here out 
of the convents, except the ambassador*s 
family ; but many Irish and Scots. I went 
last Sunday to the ambassador's chapel, 
and go again next Sunday to take my 
leave of a dull preacher there *. I am 
caressed here more than one of my mo- 
desty will kt me tell you. Nevertheless, 
T shall be more happy when I return, the 
1 6th; though I am to go through the fire 
ordeal of both lords and commons. The 
satisfaction of having never done any thing 
unbecoming a man of honour, the glory 
of having obtained two such important 
decisions in favour of English liberty, and 
the friendship of Mr. Cotes and a few like 
him, are noble distinctions for any man ; 
and round life well, as our Shakspeare says* 
1 intend to set out this day sevennight, 
the 13th; and if I have a lucky passage, 

* Dr. James Trail, afterwards bishop of Dovau 
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hope that we shall dine together the X7tk9 
in Great George-street, 

I beg my grateful respects to all of the 
name of Onslow ; which I ever honoured 
on a public account, and is now endeared 
to me by every private motive. 

Miss Wilkes is perfectly recovered ; and 
is every thing a fond father could wish. 

My respectful compliments to lord 
Temple. 

I am ever, 

my dear Cotes, 
your faithful and obliged 
humble servant, 

John WxLXEft* 



LETTER V. 

Paris, Hotel de Saxe> Janaary xl, i^d^ 
BEAR SIR, 

I HAD taken all my measures to return ta 
you and my other friends in England on. 
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the I3tli, as I wrote to you on the 6th. 
I am now too ill to ur deriiike t^ : jom ney- 
} have therefore directed a letter to be 
written to the speaker, and have signed 
it, bi-'gging farther time of the hout;e. I 
have likewise env^lo^ed to him a certificate, 
from the faculty, of my state of health, 

I am ever, with the triiest respect, 
Dear Sir, 
your obliged and affectionate 
humble servant, 

John Wilkes. 



LETTER VI. 

Paris, Hotel de Saxe, January 11, 1764, 
MY DEAREST COTHS, 

I HAVE wrote to Mr Onslow*, in.Cnr- 
zon-street; and have enclosed to him copies 

* The present earl Onslow. 
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of a letter to the speaker, and a certificate 
of my ill state of health. 1 doubt not of their 
having their proper weight with the house. 
I intended 'to have set out on the 13th, 
and had prepared every thing accordingly ; 
and, among other things, had settled miss 
Wilkes's business, and had drawn on you 
at two months for 152/. 7?. ; but I am now 
confined to my room for some time longer, 
and I have nothing for it but don Quixote's 
remedy, Patience and shrug up my shoul- 
ders. I am not able to add more ; but that 
I am 
your e^er obliged, and 
affectionate friend, 

John Wilkes* 



lETTER VII. 
Paris, Hotel de Saxe, January 15, 1764* 
MY DEAKtSl COTES, 

I HAD left Paris, and paid my compli- 
ments to you in St. Martin's-iane, this very 
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day, if my health had permitted. T have 
been confined to my room for several days^ 
and I fear that the fever will not let me this 
week even pass the threshold. You can 
much better imagine than I can describe, 
the anxiety my illness, and this cruel at> 
scnce, give me in so interesting a moment. 
I wrote, the last post, to the speaker; 
and enclosed him a certificate of my state 
of health. Your letter of the 6th gave me 
great pleasure ; but, alas ! I am too ill as 
yet to think of Calais or Boulogne, much 
less of London. I have naturally good 
spirits, yet the idea of the pav^ and tH« 
sea frightens me. 

I am 
your highly obliged, and ^ 

very affectionate friend, 

JOHIf WiLKBfk 
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[Thp following is a copy of Mr. 
Wilkes's letter to the speaker, and of the 
certificate, mentioned in the preceding 
letters.] 

♦ Paris^ Hotel de Saxe> January ii, ij64» 
SIR, 

I CANNOT express the concern I am under 
from the impossibility I now find of attend- 
ing my duty in Parliament on the 19th of 
this month. I have suffered very much 
from the tour I made here in the holydays, 
to see my daughter. My wound is again 
become extremely painful ; the parts are 
very much inflamed, and a fever attends it. 
I enclose a certificate of one of the king's 
physicians, and of a surgeon of the army, 
gentlemen of eminence in their profession, 
who think it absolutely necessary for me 

* Journals of the House of Commons^ vol. XXIX4 
p. 721. 
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to Stay some time longer at Paris. I refer 
to the certificate itself for the particulars. 

The impatience I feel to justrfy myself 
to tlie house from the groundless and 
cruel attacks made upon me, and the zeal 
I hope ever to retain for the vindication of 
the sacred rights of the commons of Great 
Britain, and the privileges of parliament, 
both of which had been grossly violated in 
my person, had determined me to set out 
for England on Friday next ; but I now find 
myself incapable of performing the journey. 

I am therefore, sir, under the necessity 
of entreating you to submit my case to the 
house; and I doubt not, from their justice^ 
that a more distant day will be appointed, 
when it may be in my power to attend the 
discussion of points so very important in 
themselves, and in which I am so very 
importantly concerned. 

I would not, sir, implore this of the 
.house, if I thought the delay could be 
attended with any possible inconvenience 
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to the publick ; and I beg to observe, that 
I seised the first moment which the reso- 
lutions of parliament gave me, to enter my 
appearance to the informations which have 
been filed against me in the king's-bench* 

I am^ with due respect and esteem^ 

Sir, 

your most obedient 

humble servanti 

John WxL&BS^ 

[The certificate enclosed.] 

* * Nous, soussigntfs, m£d£cin consultant 

* du Roi, ci-devant m^d^cin en chef dc ses 

* armces en AUemagne et en Espagne ; et 
^ nous chirurgien .consultant des armies, et 

* chirurgien-major du regiment des gardes 
^ Franqoises; certifions que Mr. Jean Wilkes 

* est dans un etat qui ne lui permet point 

* (tarn par rapport ^ sa b>essure, qui n'est pas 

-^■"1 1 - - - - - -11--- L _. - -| 

* Journals, p. 72a. 
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* cnti^remcnt cicatrisee, que par rapport a 

* lafievre quilui c8fcsurvcnue)d'entreprendre 

* la route de Paris k Londres. Qu'il seroit 

* k craindre, v6 rinflammation et le bour- 

* souflement considerable arrives depuis peu 

* de joursy qu'il nc sc formdt une licrnie, k 
^ laquelle il ne seroit point possible de rer 

* mddier. Que, pour preveuir cet accident 
^ dont il est m^oacd (et que le mouTement 

* violent* tel que cclui d'une chaise deposte, 
^ et r agitation de la mer, ne manqueroient 
f pas de determiner), il es* absolument in* 

* dispensable qu'il reste encore quelque 
^ temps a Paris. Kn fois de quoi, nous 

* lui avons dclivrc le present certificat. 

* A Paris, ce ii Janvier, 1764.' < NiNMIN, 

* DUPOUART.' 

[This certificate was read to the house 
Qn the iQth of January, by the speaker; 
^ho at tlie same time observed, tliat it was 
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not authenticated by any notary public, 
nor the signature thereof verified in any 
manner whatsoever. 

The house having resolved, before the 
adjournment, that the North Briton was a 
}ibe}, and that Mr. Wilkes was the author 
of it, lord North now moved, *• that the 
said Jolm Wilkes, esq. be, for his said 
offence, expelled this house/* 

As soon as Mr. Wilkes was informed of 
the speaker's observations, he transmitted 
another copy of the certificate, signed by 
messieurs Robineau and De la Rue, two 
notaries ; and, for greater authenticity, 
the English ambassador, lord Hertford, 
signed the following declaration :] 

* This day, the 5th of February, 1764, 
• there appeared before me M. de la Rue, 
1 and made oath that he was a notary public, 
' that he had signed the above paper ; thaj 
{ M. Robineau was also a notary public, 
^ and had signed the same. In witness 
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* whereof I have hereunto affixed my hand 
^ and seal. 

^ Hbrtford/ (L.S*) 

[This declaration from lord Hertford 
produced the following criticism from 
Mr. Wilkes :] 

*' Lord Hertford signs a paper of only 
two sentences, in our language, and yet 
we find three palpable blunders in it, 

** There appeared. Where ? It is not 
mentioned in the act of the English am- 
bassador, where M. de la Rue appeared. 
Where did lord Hertford see M. de la Rue ? 
Was it at Paris, Versailles, Fontainebleau, ^ 
or Compiegne ? It is not Stated in this 
paper. The French gentlemen are accu- 
rate : their act is declared to be done at 
Paris, on the nth of January, 1764. 
We have no hint where lord Hertford 
was on that day. He might be returned 
to London, and might have signed it as a 
justice of the peace. Lord Hertford is not 
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n?tncd as ambassador, nor his capacity of 
attesting a public act stated* 

" There appeared AL de la Rue is a strange 
and harsh construction, . not very usual, ' 
The verb takes place of its own nomina- 
tive • It should be, Af. de la Rue appeared 
before me, &c. We should know first who 
the person is, before the quality o( appear^ 
ifTg^ or indeed any other, is given to 
him. Such is the general concord of our 
grammar. 

*' Lord Hertford says, he has affixed bis 
hand and seal. How does a man affix his 
hand f I may set my hand and sealj or I 
niay affix my seal ; but how can 1 affix Wf 
band? '' 
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Letter VIIL 

Paris^ Hotel de Saze, Janoaiy.ao^ I7^« 
ICT DEAREST COTES, 

Ph I L I p p 8 ^ writes to me in a warm strain, 
to return immediately ; and, from the par- . 
tial view he takes of my afTairs, which is 
so far as law and the two houses are coo* 
cernt d, I really think him right. You and 
I, my beloved friend, have more extended 
views; and therefore, as I have now aH 
opportunity, I will sift it to the bottom, 
for I am secure of my conveyance. Your 
letter of the loth leaves me no doubt of 
the certainty of my expulsion. Now give 
me leave to take a peep into futurity. I 
argue upon the supposition that I was 
expelled this morning, at one or two 
o'clock, after a warm debate* ' I am, 
then, no longer a member of parliament* 

* Pbilipps waa now bis i olicttor. 



Of coimequence, a political man not in the 
house is of no importance, and never can 
be well enough, nor minutely enough^ 
informed, to be of any great service. 
What then am I to do in England ? If 
I rtmm soon, it is possible that I may 
be fbtmd guilty of the publication of 
N'^45 of the North Briton, and of the 
Essay on Woman. I must then go off to 
Fmnce ; for no man in his senses would 
stand Mansfield's sentence upon the pub* 
Itsher of a paper declared by both houses 
of parliament scandalous, seditious, &c. 
The Essay on Woman, too, would be con- 
sidered as blasphemous; and Mansfield 
would, in that case, avenge on me tlie old ) 
Berwick grudge. Am I then to run the risk > 
of this, and afterwards to confess by going 
away so critically — ^as evident a flight as 
Mahomet's was from Mecca ? Surely not^ 

But I am to wait the event of these ; 

two trials ; and Philipps can never per* , 

^ suade me that some risk is not run. I ^ 

VOL. II. P ^ 
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have in my own case experienced the 
jtckleneas of: the peo{dc.. I /was almoet 
adored one week.; the next^ neglecied» 
abosed^ and despised. With all. the fine 
things said and wxote o£ me, have ndt the 
public to this numient left me in the 
IuiK:h^ as to the expence of so great a^ 
viiriety of law-9uits ? I will serve theru to 
the last moment of my life; but I will 
qaakc use of the. understanding God has 
giv^n me^ and will owe neither my seca- 
riity nor indemnity to them. Can I trust 
likewise a rascally court, who bribe my 
own. servants to steal . out of my house ? 
Vf hich of the opposition, likewise, can caU ^ 
on me, and expect my services ? I hold no 
obligation to any of them, but to lord Tem- 
ple } who is really a superior being. It ap- 
pears, then, that there is no call of honour^ 
I will now go on to the public cause, 
that of every man,*— liberty. Is there 
then any one point behind to be 
tried} I think ngt. The twoimportam: 



d^tUtOni i^ the court of common-pleas 
t^tk Guildhall, havt secured fof ever an 
Enf^ishman's liberty and prdperty. They 
Ikve grown out of my firmness, and the 
affiiit or the North BritOtf; but neither in 
rliis case arc' we nor our posterity con- 
cferhfcd whether John Wilkes, or John 
k Nokes, wrote ot published the North 
Briton or the Essay on Woman. 

The public, then, has no call upon me. 
I*havt steadily pursued their object ; and I 
may no^, after all their huzzas, hJl back 
into the mads of cbmmon citizens. Does 
any one point suffer by my absence? I have 
nbt heard that it does. I know that many 
of the opposition are, to the full, as mucK 
embarrassed about my business as the ad- 
ministration, and detest it as much, t 
believe, both parties will rejoice at my' 
being here. Too many personalities, like- 
wise, have been mixed with my business ; 
aiid the king himself has taken too great^' 
not touy too' indecent J a share in il> to 
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recede. Can it «be thought, too^ that the 
princ«s dowager can ever forgwe what 
she supposes I have done ? What then 
am I to expect if I return to England? 
Persecution from my enemies ; cdidness 
and neglect from friends, except such 
noble ones as you and a fewrmore. I £0 
on to €ome other things. 

My private finances are much hurt, by 
three elections ; one at Berwick, and two 
at Aylesbury. Miss Wilkes's education is 
expensive. I can live here much x:heapev 
than in London- And what is my duty*, 
and you know is the object I have most At 
heart, licr welfare, will be better, in every 
point, ascertained here, with me, than at 
London. Shall I return to Great Gcorge- 
,street, and live at so expen^ve .a house ? 
Forbid it real economy, and forbid . it 
pride, to *go to another, unless for some 
great jutional point of liberty ! Perhaps, 
in the womb of fate, some important pub* 
liC or private event is to turn up. A 
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kcky death often sets^ all right. Mrs. 
Mesd and Mr. Sberbrooke are both old, 
and have no relation but miss Wilkes. 
She is devoted to me, beyond what you 
can imagine; and is really all that a fond 
£ither can wish. I have taken all possible 
eare of her in every respect. I could live 
kere as well as I wish, for one half of what 
it will cost me in London ; and, when 
miss Wilkes was- of an age to return to 
Eogland^ not a farthing in debt-^which at 
present oppresses niy spirits. I am growd 
prudent) and will be economical to a 
great degree. 

If goverhment means peace or friend^ 
ship with me, and to save their honour 
(wounded to the quick by Webb's affair)^ 
I then breathe no longer hostility. And^ 
between ourselves, if they would send me 
ambassador to Constantinople it is all I 
diottld wish. Mr. Grenville, I am told, 
solicits his recal. I think, however, the 
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kbg cm Aev«r be brought to .tlii^ <$» 
to iBc I mean^) though the ministry yf^iM 
Vfish it. 

If I stay at Paris, I will not be forgot iu 
England ; for I will feed the papers, from 
time to time, with gall and vinegar against 
the administration* I caiyipt .express to 
you how much I am courted here, nor 
how pleased our inveterate ^emi^s afc 
,with the North Briton. Qay felt the 
pulse of the French ministers about my 
coming here and Churchiirs, upon the 
former report. The answer was sent from 
the duke de Praslin, by the king's or- 
ders, to monsieur, St. Foy, premier eommis 
des affaires itrangeres^ in these words : ^ Les 

• deux illustres J. W. et C. C. peuvent 
« venir en France et k Paris .au3si souvent^ 
^ et pour autant de tems, qu'ils le jugerojit 

• k propos,* &c. 

I am offered the liberty of printing 
here whatever I choose. I have taken no 



i^oltttfon i nor vfiVL 1, till I hear again 
from you. Favour me with your senti- 
mcAts- fully and freely. 

Your most devoted^ 

John Wilkes. 

I hdd agreed with Mr. Thomson to have 
fiemoved the mortgage fpr Aylesbury 
which Mr. Campbell has (lately sir Cordell 
Firebrace's), and to have given it to Sylva 
the jew ; but Thomson is dead. Mr. 
JSwale, an attorney whom my brother Hea* 
ton Imows^ can assist you as to my titles, 
/&c. better than any man. He was recom- 
tnended to me by Potter; who was plunged 
much deeper than me in annuities, and 
:gave me the worst advice. 
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LETTER IX# 

Paris, Rue St. Nicaiso^ Febroarjri?, lydf* 

MY DEAREST COTB89 

You will observe, by the date of this, that 
I cannot yet know the fate of the trial on 
Tuesday (Feb. 21) ; as' I see by the papers 
that was the day fixed. It will very little 
aiFect me : because the crime of bar- 
ing wrote N* 45, in the eyes of men of 
sense, will ever be small and pardonable; 
and, upon the principles of oar govem- 
nieht, I really think it justifiable to attack 
the king's speech, provided his person 
is spared, which I am sure is done even 
cautiously. I regret it not. Glorious de- 
cisions in favour of liberty have grown out 
of it» If I am convicted, it will be impos- 
sible for me to return to England. No 
man can stand Mansfield*s sentence against 
the author of a libel. I am too proud ever 
to ask pardon, or even to receive a favour 
from any of the great (however great) whom 
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I hate and despise. To cut the matter there- 
fore very short, I think myself an exile for 
Hfe ; and I flatter myself, my dear Cotes, 
with no foolish hopes, not even on the 
restoration of Mr. Pitt and the whigs. I 
never meant to embarrass them about me'. 
I love only lord Temple. Him I almost 
adore ; and I grieve that I have been the 
cause of so much disquietude to the mo&t 
excellent and most amiable man alive. I 
am reconciling myself to my fate, and 1 
c^me apace to it. Nature has given tn^ 
some philosophy, and the necessity of the* 
case perfects it. 

, At first I found an awkwardness, I con* 
fess, at being considered as exiled from 
my native country. It is a prejudice 
against me, which 1 must take more pains 
to get over. The English, too, here will 
generally be of the majority ; therefore t 
shall have no comfort from ray own counr, 
trymen, nor reliance on theni : and as to " 
the French, though they are a very ami- 
i>5 
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able and eAtertaioing people, AiH of little 
wit, and abounding with pleasing sallies of 
fency, they are incapable of great or solid 
actions, or real friendship. lam, howerer, 
well diverted here ; though my health has 
not hitherto permitted me to go once to a 
place of public entertainment, nor even to 
^p. I am now got from the hotel de Saxe, 
which was very expensive; and am with 
miss Wilkes, in the Rue St. Nicaise. I 
pay 2400 livres a-year for the apartments, 
and my servants I give fifteen pence Eng- 
lish a-day to find themselves every thing* 
Miss Wilkes and I generally dine alone, 
and we pay half-a-crown a head for our 
dinner. When any body dines with mc^ I 
cmly order for one more, at the same rate ; 
by which I shall know certainly my ex- 
pence. Travellbg is the most expensive 
of all thingSj^ and therefcure I am deter^ 
mined not to stir till I ca» wcU afford it* 
Then I shall wish to go oinf year to Rome^ 
with mm Wilkes ; and alterwarda to Cioii- 



stantinople, sdone, for six mcmths* I tdl 
you, my dear Cotes, my most dutttet 
Tiews and projects, as &x as they can be 
formed t always submitting them to what I 
have most at heart, the service of the cauae 
of liberty, and of our friends. For that, I 
shall be content to pass my whole time in 
a dirty sea-port on the coast, if I can there 
do any real good; and I shall ever be 
happy to receive your orders* My plaa 
for my daughter's education is the greatest 
expence to me, and that is a point I Can- 
not dispense with. Masters are aa dev at 
Paris as at London, and I oi^ht liot Q)yi^ 
to stop short. Tell me fully your senti- 
ments on the whole of it. 

I leave to your discretion to sell what- 
ever you please. Perhaps, in my circum- 
stances, it might be prudent to sell Ayles- 
bury too, and convert my fortune into 
ftnies viaghes (a kind of annuities here). 
In time, after the decease of Mrs. McjCd 
and Mn Sherbrooke, who have no rela- 
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tion but missWilkeSi her income wouM 
be very considerable ; and she would live 
with me. Mrs. Mead and Mr. Sherbrooke 
arc both old ; and, as they have no other 
relation but miss Wilkes^ I therefore sup»- 
pose they will . leave every thing to her^ 
independent of me. Yet this is> after all^ 
waiting for dead men's shoes. 

*Wbat is to be done with the third 
volume of the North Briton ? I thinks" 
presents should be made to some of our 
friends. Among others, pray send one tg 
Dr. Fry, president of St. John's college, 
Oxford ; and one to Mr. Atterbury, of 
Christ Church, Oxford *. 

I have a boy, about two years old, al 
nurse nearHounslow; a lively Kttle rogue. 
Mr. L^wellyn, who was a surgeon to the 
Bucks militia, and is now apothecary to 
the Westminster hospital, can tell you 
about him. He was so kind to go once to 

* Two copies Mr. Alroon had 3 the rcmamdci: 
were burnt. 
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H(hu>s1qw for me. He was nodcr the care 
of MrwFrogley, an apothecary there, who 
put hioYto nurse. Frogley is dead;, but the 
widow is still there, a very prudent good sort 
of a wocnan. Mr. Lewellyn will tell yon 
more of her. The boy goes by the name 
of John Smith. His mother was my house* 
keeper; and when she went to see bsr friends 
in the country (or to lie-in), she went by the 
name of Smith* There is about five pounds 
due to the nurse and Mrs. Frogley : may I 
trouble you to settle it, and to mention whai 
plan I should pursue for him at that age ? 

1 have weighed what you mention about 
Mr. Rigby : and would give it to the public ; 
but my friend seemed to think there was 
so much of private conversation mixed 
with it, the world would say, there was a be- 
traying of that, in an unjustifiable manner *. 
]\][any of the phrases are too remarkable to 

* He sent Mr. Cotes's letter chi this subject to Mr. 
Almon-y who returned it^ with his opinion on Ihe 
impropriety of its publication. 
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be forgot — * any thing now, to any amount, 
not ostensible" — and a promise of Canada 
*— * when that government is settled^ he 
shall be the first governor of Canada' — 
another fallacy, for Murray is made go- 
vernor of Canada : vide Gazette. 

Mr. Bateman, master of Will's coffee- 
house, (an honest man^ but half-mad,) has 
all my plate, on condition of being paid 
3201. before Lady-day next. The value ts 
considerable. It would, methinks, be better 
to sell the whole. My library is very 
good : if it can be saved, I shall be glad ; 
if not, it must go. There is a lease of the 
house in George-street for twenty-one years^ 
at my option. 

I am^ 

dearest Cotes, 

your most affectionate 

and sincere friend, 

John Wilkes 
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. LETTER X* 

Paris, Rue St. Nicaiae, March i, 1764. 
SIR, 

I HAVE as yet no other particulars 
than what I find in your letter, I am un- 
able to guess what the jury went upon, 
when I was found guiKy of re^printing N^ 
45. ^ As to the Essay on Woman, all Eu- 
rope has sufficiently condemned the mean, 
base, and unworthy arts, used to obtain the 
little part they have got of it. The whole 
proceeding sufficiently instructs me, what 
idiotism it would be in me to trust myself 
to a ministry capable of such baseness ; or 
to a court so infamous, so incapable of 
honourable great hatred, so capable of the 
meanest treachery. 1 think it probable 
that the next step will be, to try to get this 
court to order me to leave Paris ; because 
Aere lam, as it were, in the reach of every 
thing. You may be assured that I shall 
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never be given up; because I have had .the 
most honourable and; handsome leave ta 
stay as long as I pfease. 

I wish ta know whether, after the two 
verdicts, any proceeding can issue against 
my estates before next term. I signed, 
while I was in England, a conveyance 
(drawn up by Mr. Life) of every thing I 
had, to miss Wilkes ; or rather, to you in 
trust for her. 1 enclose you the deed* 

AdkUj mon trh cher atni I 



tETTER xr. 

Paris, Rue St. Nicaise, March 15, 1764*^ 
MY DEAREST FRIEND, 

I WILL not write again to Philipps, I 
^uess, by two wordsj at the real cause of the 
late transactions. * O my prophetic soul T 
Do you recollect two or three doubts 
about him, I proposed to you in George- 
street^ a good while ago ? 
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The policy for the insurance of the 
goods is at Aylesbury, in my bureau u|> 
stairs. I have been forced to draw on you 
jts^r 1521. 5 s. at two noionthsi which I beg 
you to honour* 

I am ever, 

zny dearest Cotef^ 

your obliged 

and affectionate friend^ 

John WxLicEt* 



LETTER XII. 

Paris, Rue St. Nicaise, April 5, 1 764^ 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I CAN never sufficiently acknowledge 
the variety and importance of the services 
you are continually doing me. How no- 
bly does your behaviour to an exiled friend, 
contrast with the conduct of all the rest I 
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except lord Temple^ whom I can never 
enough love and admire. FhiUpps, lam 
convinced 9 is a ; and though I fiiid 

other people begin only to suspect him, I 
agree with you that he is a con^fdete-*-'*-*^ 

As to Boulogne^ I am ever ready to 
meet you any where ; and the pleasure I 
should have from it^ would more than 
make amends for the chagrins of life I am 
doomed to encounter. I look upon my-> 
self as an exile for life. 

There is 3 1. ifts. 6d. due^ fortythes, 
from Aylesbury to the Tenths-office near 
the Middle Temple. I beg you to send 
and pay it, or Aylesbury will be distrained 
for thar trifle. Aylesbury is held by three 
lives, but there is a freehold besides. The 
lives are Mrs* Wilkes^s, Mr. Baskerfield's 
of Leighton in Bedfordshire, and my own. 
Perhaps Mrs. Mead would buy the rever* 
sion of Spridlington : but she would be a 
hard chap^ Sell my books, and every 
thing as you judge best. As to outlawry, 
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if I can settle my private affairs before it 
stakes i^ace^ what can it signify to xne ? I 
me^ no more to retiirn to a country 
i^rhere my person i my housei my papers^ 
#r^ still insecuret 

Believe me ever, 

most aiFectionately and 

gratefully yours, 

John Wa&SA» 



LBTTER XIII. 

Paris^ Rue St. Nicaise, April s ji ilf!^ 
MY PEAR COTES, 

I SINCERELY condole with you that the 
session of parliament is at end ; and no 
declaration from either house, of the un* 
doubted but violated rights of the people of 
England. I cannot but think that this was 
an affair of infinitely greater moment than 
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any on€ which has been in* agitation tRr 
whole winter. The leaving it undeter- 
mined must raise 2L very just alarm in the- 
breast of every sober and thinking- man 
who had the happiness of being born ifl^ 
eur island* 

You judge perfectly rigfit about not 
giving Mr. Dell a^lease. Thatestate^ botl:^ 
the leaseholdand freehold of Aylesbury^ are 
underlet, and it would very essentially huit 
the purchase* I could give you other rea- 
sons why I never would grant a lease^, but 
they are toa long for a letten Perhaps^ 
Mrs. Mead or Mrs. Wilkes would like the: 
purchase. It is a better and more desir- 
ablfe purchase for my wife's family than for 
any other, if they chooK it* 

I beg my siiicere&t respects to Ibrd 
Temple, and very affectionate complin 
ments to your family at Byfleet. 

Your faithful friend, and 

bumble servar^^ 

JX)HN Wll-K'ES; 
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Paris^ Rue St. Nicaise> April 30, 1764. 
14Y DfiARSST COT£S, 

I HAVE been obliged to buy a stock of 
•sercrrtl thmgs, that I may not pay cent, 
^er cent, for wood, wine, &c. I have paid 
;all miss Wilkes's arrears. Wc are now 
together, and generally dine alone. I am 

now in a regular train. My greatest ex- 
,pences were the several weeks Ilodged at 

the hotel de Saxe (which is an extrava- 
»gant tavern), my doctors, &c. All this is 
^over, and without it I *coul3 never ac- 
iCount for the drafts 1 have made on you of 

152I. 7s., looL, 152!. 5s.; and now I 

am obliged to draw ,on you for 2col. at 
.a month. I let miss Wilkes's masters 

come at present, till I |^now what my in- 
»come will bci; and till I see you, to settle a 

regular plan. I mean to send my mother- 
iin-kw.a drawing of miss Wilkes's, and her 
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mother something in crayons. She haa 
really made a very happy progress. 

Believe me ever, my dearest Cotes^ 

your afiectionate and 

obliged friend, 

John Wilkes. , 



[Letter from Mr. Philipps (Mr. Wilkes's 
solicitor) to Mr. Wilkes; received at- 
Paris, May i8, 1764.] 

DEAR 9IR, 

. I HOPE the step that has been taken to rexv* 
der your prosecutions against Webb effec- 
tual, will screen me from the imputation 
either of perfidy or neglect. I must confess 
to you, that the disastrous events of the 21st 
of February *, isind the sad consideration 
of an insufficient indictment depending 

* Trial of North Briton, Sec 
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against this man, impressed my mind so 
deeply, that I could not write to you as I 
ought, till a blow worthy of your cause 
had been struck. This happy circum- 
stance, I think, has happened ; which has 
dissipated a thousand equally illiberal and 
injurious prgiidtces that have been en- 
tertained against me« Strange as it is, it 
is true, that I have not received ten pages 
cf the short-hand writer*s transcript at this 
very hour. I wiH send it to you when the 
whole i^ completed. I intend to slip over 
to you about the 7th of June, and promise 
myself great pleasure in spending a day or 
two with you. 

I cannot inform you more of the cir- 
cumstances of your trials, than that the 
printing and publishing were clearly 
proved, but nothing admitted; and the 
iaw was so happily explained away, that 
the jury were leftordy to judge oixht fact. 

The Essay on Woman being under 
^difierent circumstances, a different ma- 
nagement was necessary. The mere fact 
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of printing was manifest; but hpw 4^ ,t^ 
publish^igg appear?— delivering ,%|?ffi^^t;^ 
a printer jtgii^ be printed is a legal fntkficax 
lion J nor Were the counsel even, permitted 
to Qiintrovgrt this curious law. 

The alteration of the records was, an 
alarming circumstance. A summons is 
served on my brother, returnable before 
lord Mansfield the very day before the 
ti-ials. I consult counsel, who advise me 
to attend- I oppose the amendnient with 
all my might : — my remonstrance^ are de- 
spised : the amendment is made : coun- 
sel stare ; yet think it advisable to attend 
the trials. The crown- office people pro- 
duce a magazine of precedents in support 
of the practice. Where is the remedy ? 
The point cannot be debated, unless you 
are personally present. Who dare advise 
you to take so dangerous a step ? 

We had a violent struggle to get the 
new bill against Webb received by the 
court of kingVbench. But we arc victe- 
rious at last; and the cause will be tried 



Iff^a Ibrmight. Can you imagine^ that tt 
was docked whether you were the prose- 
cutor } Mr. attorney-general ^ insinuated 
that you knew nothing of the matter, be<- 
cause you was abroad when the first bill 
war found. But Mr. Dunning informed 
the courts '* that Mr. Wilkes was the pef^ 
|on intended to be injured by his ^ per- 
jury ; that he ^ directed this prosecution ; 
and that he would not relax till he had 
brought this daring offender to justice/' 

We are driving on lord Halifax's causes} 
urtiich we hope to try the next term, and 
to recover handsome damages for you. 

The worthy Serjeant || still indulges some 
hopes of reversing the two judgments by 
writs of error, 

I am,, sir, 

your very humble sen^ant , 

Alex, Philibbs. 
Cecil Street, London, May jx, 1764. 

»■■■» ■ . . .1 .. I 111 I » III I I ■ . n ^ »iw I II > n 

♦ Sir Fletcher Norton. + Webb's. 

I Mr» Wilkes. || Mr. gcrjcant GJynti. 

rob. II. B 
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LETTER XV. 



"N 



Paris^ Rue St. Nicaise, May 24, 1764. 
MY DEAREST, COTES, 

I RETURN you my;..warm!cst thanks fot 
your letter of the iitji. I had a letter 
by the same post from Philipps. I inclose 
you a copy of it, and extracts of two 

others of an old date. 1 much suspect 

his having been bribed to give such ad- 
vice; from the violence with which he 
urges it, and from the other particulars of 
his conduct. I beg you to attend to his 
expressions about what has happened. 
How cautious, how subtle, he is ! h this' 
the full and fair account I had a right to 
expect ? But you are on the spot, and can 
judge better of him. Let me know your 
opinion, and I will wait for it before I 
write again to him. Be so*good to com- 
municate tlie letter, andtlicektractk to tl^ 
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worthy seijeant *. He can tell us if the 
case is stated fairly as ta the law part^ as 
:(v^ell as the rest* 

I am not yet recovered; atnd upon a 
change of weather I find myself faint 
and languid. I attend exceedingly to my 
health ; and as I will not go to Spa^ I en- 
deavour^ by moderate^ exercise and tern 
perance^ to repair the late inroad on thiii 
cky-cottage* / 

I am, with the most sincere love 

and attachment. 

Dear Cotes, 

' your obliged and affectionate itiejad, .;« 

John Wilkes 

\ , * \ 

[Extracts from two letters of Mr. Philipps 
to Mn Wilkes, referred to in the above,] 

*^' J(inuarf 10, 1764. Your friends uni-| 
niinously approv/e of your return. . Wc 

» Qynn. 
E 2 
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can, in all events^ provide for your personal 
security. The chief of your friends think 
your immediate return a proper measure. 
If you omit this opportunity, you can 
never hope to set foot again in old Eng- 
land ; for lean assure you, that a procla- 
mation, conceived in terms the most gall- 
ing to a man of honour, will be published 
in consequence of your absence. I should 
be deeply concerned to have a circum- 
stance so replete with disgrace spread 
through Europe/* 

." January 6, 1 764. We are in possession 
of complete and unanswerable testimony 
toTepelthe charge of publication. It is 
not in the power of either house to com- 
pel a particeps criminis to bear testinion^ 
of it. If you return to attend your service 
in parliament, you will be in complete pos- 
session of a weight and popularity that 
very few men have enjoyed in this king- 
dom : but I will not give you a sixpence 
for the reversion of your popularity after 
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the 19th, if you absent yourself; for you 
may assure yourself that you will find very 
few who will attempt to excuse, and 
none to justify you. It is necessary to re- 
tnark, that you cannot be defended in 
your absence/* 
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Parts; Htxt St. Sicirtse, June 10, 1764. 
MT DSA& COTESi 

As to Frogley, the bills delivered in 
^nnounted only to five pounds, as I well 
remember, nor could much accrue since ; 
therefore the demand of 30 1. is unjust. 
She does not know the truth of the story, 
but 8U3pects it. I wish to see all my bills 
before they are paid. It hurts humanity, 
bpw grossly I am imposed on by those. 



wretchts in my abBenoe^ because they sec 
the case is without remedy, I will not, 
however, sink under it, but manfully resist 
it. 

I have drawn on you for 881 138. rod* 
at two months*^ 

I am ever, my dearest friend, 
your grateful and affectionate 
John WiLKSt^ 
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Paris, Rue St. Nlcaise^ July 30, 1784. 
MY. DEAR COTES, 

I CAKNOT express to you the impa- 
ience I have for the letter which will 
tell that yotiimd Churchill have set out 
for Boulogne. I shall be there, on the 
wings of friendship, before you ; and, fi3r a 
time, forget all the scurvy tricks of Fortuncj^' 
and the baseness of mankind. ^ 
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- lam fu^d ti^e, as much ds lean be: my 
mind. begins to be more reconciled to it, 
and the wound closes tolerably well ; thank? 
to nature, to philosophy, and to a very few 
worthy friends. I keep these lodgings, by 
agreement, till the ist of April. I have 
been charged high to the capitation tax, 
(which is according to rank,) for myself, * 
miss Wilkes, and all the servants. My 
first year here is expensive; my second 
will not be so great: yet I shall be too 
poor to go to Rome^ for a long time; 
though the education of miss Wilkes, as to 
drawing, &c. would be so much benefited 
by it. 

" I waited till I had your account of the 
sale of the Aylesbury estate-; and have 
drawn on you, as usual, at two months, for 
374I. lOS. 

The two young Grenvilles * were here 
for a few days, and were so oblighig as 
to favour me several times with their com- 

* The present lofd Glastonbury 3 and his bro- 
ther^ general GrenVille. 
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pfttiy. fi^ somred^ I lurre the mo»t ItttXy 
seosc of your goodness to your very sin- 
cere Gtnd affectionate 
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Paris, Rue St. Nicawe, Aug. 16, 17^4^ 
MT DEAREST COTES, 

I CANNOT express to you how expensi\!f^' 
I found Paris at first i both from the ar« 
Ttars of txiiss Wilkes^ and my real illnesS|^ 
&c. You told me, in a former letter, that 
i should have 5C0I. per annum clear, Mr^ 
Wilkes and every body paid. Since that^ 
ycm tell me that the Aylesbury estate spld 
for iocol. more than you could possibly 
imagine ; yet, in your last, you mention^ 
my affairs as desperate. I had before, by, 
P^eaton *, a general account of all my 
dtbts : none are contracted since, and 

\* His brollie^ Mr. Hcatou Wilkcf* 



aerorilrdetiveted hi vvere absDltltely unjust* 
A)l this is^ beyond my p(3qf abilities to re« 
concile. I have never yet received th« 
particulars delivered in, of the claims on 
me. I do not know that I am obliged to 
pay all my debts at once ; but I am sure it 
becomes me to have my bills paid, for 
which I receive cash. I must therefore 
earnestly beg that my draft3 may be paid 
when due, as you will receive, cash before 
that time. I am ready to execute afly 
^pers which shall be judged necessary. ; 
'Miss Wilkes cannot come to England 
before spring, for reasons which physicians* 
ibuld give you. I cannot bear to do any 
l&ihg which would retrench what is ne-^ 
iessary for the education of miss Wilkes ;. 
tod that is at present a great expence to* 
me. 1 find that I am to be outlawed. I 
wish, therefore, that as soon as possible j^oa^ 
irould get all my money matters finished. 
Believe mc, ever, my dearest Cotes's 
affectionate and .obliged 

, John Wxx-kbs.. 
» 5 
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lETTER XIX. 

Paris, Rujp St. Nicaiae, Aug. ip, 1^44. 
MY DEAREST COTES^ 

My affairs draw to a crisis. By the 
outlawry I shall be cut off from the body 
of English subjects. I believe, an outlaw 
can neither sue nor be sued : it therefore be- 
comes me to have all my private affairs 
settled as soon as possibkr Let me there- 
fore, my dearest friend, entreat you to 
send me immediately 'the scheme you pro- 
pose. I liad rather every thing was sold 
for my life, and the amount sent me to ma- 
nage here ; for I can have no legal connec- 
tion in England very soon. I wish too, 
for the sake of your family, that you 
would send a general release from me to 
yoii before the outlawry, to confirm all yo» 
have done, that you may have the fullest 
sanction the law can give. Many of the 
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claims made upon me are absolutely un- 
just. A part only might be paid imme- 
diately, and notes given for the rest. I 
entreat, my dearest Cotes, that they may be 
tsettled in that manner; and the last note 
on Selwin and Foley for 3741. los. either 
^cepted or paid, which is absolutely ne- 
icessary. Do not embarrass yourself about 
how I am to live for the future. I will 
act a fair and honest part in private life, 
a^ I have a great and noble one for the 
public. The rest I kave to providence. 
I do not intend to quit Paris before April, 
uoless to meet you and Mr. Churchill at 
,. Boulogne. There are not, my dear friend, 
ten such sincere friends to the public in 
England, as you and lord. Temple. 

Believe me your 

ever-affectionate friend, 

John Wilkes. 
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laris. Rue St. Nicaiec, Aug. 30, i^jfi^ 
MY BEAREST COTES, 

I HAD the favour of your letter of thdt 
fc4th, yesterday ; which adds much to vof, 
anxiety, for I plainly see the great trou- 
ble I am daily giving you both on sk 
public and a private account. * O Cas- 
tas} I am sick of many griefS:' yet I 
may truly add too^ with Brutus, ^ no mao> 
^ bears sorrow better.' Miss Wilkes is my 
only solid comfort here. 

The account you give me, in ydur las^^ 
Qf my private aiikirs, is totally different 
from the other I have of yours^ I am sure- 
you will manage the best for me. No maru 
can have a.more entire lehance on another^, 
diaa I have on you* 

You mention about my not staying ^i 
Faris J yet forget that I cannot leaw it. bt- 



fore April, both on miss Wilkes's account 
and my own. As to my friends serving; 
me effectually, — I have, ta be sure, mucb 
to be very grateful for. It is certainly a 
proud list, that of my friends t After your- 
self, a truly noble peer *, the first poet ire 
the #orld -|% and one or two more, wha 
ire they } I have been too honest and too 
disintere^ed to have the half-friends you 
fiientionv 

There are no judgments attending the 
tnortgages* By my father's settlement, as^ 
tfiy brother Heaton will tell you, 500 1. is- 
ttty share of what is to come to the younger 
children after my mother's life r how docs* 
Hhc outlawry aiFect this ?: 

1 am dearest Mr. CotesV 

obliged frjencf^ 

J0HN WlLKBS^ 

• f l II I ■ ! I " ■ II ■ i ll I II U I I I I I III "^i^lHP- 

- -f^ lord Tfiiuj^e. f Clmrchilk * 
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LETTER XXI. 

Paris, Rue St. Nicaise, Sept. ij, i'j64. 
MY DEAREST COTES, 

I WROTE to you last week, and ex- 
pressed my idea^ of the ministerial scheme; 
which is, to outlaw me as fast as possible, 
and time enough to prevent the great 
cause against lord Halifax (in which the 
first warrant must be formally condemn<id) 
being ever decided* I am therefore detei?-. 
mined, if my friends advise it, to return to 
London, and to submit to all the terrors 
of a sentence to be dictated by a provoked 
Scottish chief-justice of England. I shall 
bear it all with fortitude and dignity, if 
the c^use of liberty can be essentially 
served. 

Mr. Swale has the titles to the estates in 
Bucks and Bedfordshire ; which were in- 
trusted with him when the/mortgages were 



made, and afterwards left by the mortgagpe 
in his hands. 

If you cannot raise me money enough 
to pay the bill I have given Messrs. Foley 
and Co., my honour is blasted here ; and 
the consequences are, total rum to me« 
The life-estate I have the power to sell, and 
it is my affair what I will do afterwards. 
If Mr. C. or Mr. W. would advance the 
money only for that bill on a note of yours, 
• I will sign any powers you please, to de«- 
duct it out of the life- estate, which I will 
selL 

I am^ ever, your obliged and 

affectionate friend, 
John Wilkes^ 



LETTER XXir^ 

Parid^ Rue St. Nioaise^ Oct. 4^ 1704, 

snr deakSst cgtes^, 

I CANNOT sufficiently express the gra- 
titude of my heart, for the care you hate 
taken of the bill on. Foley and Co. I am ; 
more impatient than you can possibly 
imagine, to meet you at Boulogne ; for I 
have a thousand- things to say and to ex- 
plain, I long to have the letter fixing the- 
time of your setting out from London, and 
shall fly with rapture to meet you. 

I do not like the Defence of the Mino*-' 
lity *. It gives too ample room for cavilV ^ 
Talking ts Charles's talent, and he should 
b&ve kept to it* 

I am ever, my dearest Cotes^. 
your very affectionate an<f 
obliged friend;. 
John Wilkes*, i 

^^■^' — ■ ■■ ■ ■■■■■■ ..- ■ . ■ , , J jA^ 

♦ Written by the late right honourable Charloh 
Tbwnshend, who was afterwards ^ha^icj^or of. tjouf^r 
•wJiequeii ' ' 
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LETTER XXllI. 
Pans, Rue St. Nicaise, Nay. ii, ^-7^ 

arr dearest friend, 

I' AM sure you will hp an incomparable 
executor of our dear Churchill's will, and 
a fititbful guardian of his children. As ta 
the province he has allotted me, I will do 
it to the best of my poor abilities. My 
life shall be dedicated to it ♦. 

I have given warning to the servants 
iiere, and will quit this expensive {Jace aa 
«ooa as possible. I will certainly be at 
Calais with miss Wilkes on Tuesday the 
4th of December, and I beg my dearest 
friend to take his measures according. She 
only brings with her zfimme de cbambre^ 

* ChurchUl bad died at Boulogne^ on the jth of 
&e month ia which this letter is dated. See vol, iiK 
p. 66, of the present wrork. 

Ail the ndtes which Mr, Wilkes wrote oa 
Churchill's poeras, he traosc^illed to Mr. Alraoii* 
TAey will be found in the third volume of thia 
work^ from hiA lastxarrectlGuaa* 
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I should be happy if miss Wilkes could 
go at first on a visit only to lady Temple. I 
think she is so engaging that she would he 
asked to stay. I am impatient to hear that 
you have seen lord Temple. Mr. and 
Mrs. Garrick are at Paris, and have been 
to see miss Wilkes and me. 

I am yours unalterably, 

John Wilkes. 



IBTTBA xxiir. 

Pans^ Rue StNicaise^ Nov. 19, 1^64^ 
MY DEAREST COTES, 

I AM better, but cannot get any conti* 
•nued sleep. The idea of Churchill is ever 
before my eyes. A pleasing melancholy 
will perhaps succeed in time, and then I 
shall be fit for something. As I am, there 
is not a more useless animal in the world. 
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My mind turns miich on my dear friend's 
request about his works. I desire to live^ 
first to shew my gratitude to my friends, 
then my detestation of our enemies. 

I shall want one hundred pounds more 
than I mentioned to you« Fray, send me 
credit on Foley* 

I am ever, dearest Cotes, 

your obliged and affectionate 
John Wilkjbs* 



LETTER XXV. 

-V 

Patis, Rue St. Nicalae, Nov. a^, 1^64* 

MV DEAREST FRIEND, 

I BEGIN to recover from the late cruel 
blow *, but I believe I shall never get quite 
over it. I wish that whoever comes to 
Calais may bring all the letters between 

* Cburchill'ft death. 
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Churchill and me, and all manuscripts re- 
lative to his works. That, and the His- 
tory, will be the future occupations of my 
life. I want the other volumes of Pope^ 
You know the contempt our dear friend ♦ 
had of him, which is more than onc» 
hinted in his works. I cannot too much 
labour this point; because the world 
imagine!^ it was both false judgment, and 
jealousy, in Churchill. I witt shew that 
it was neither. I shall act the very con- 
trary part to Warbtirton -f-. All the* au- 
thor's friends shall be the friends of the 
annotator : all his enemies shaU be tof 
enemies. 

With true gratitude and a^ction^ 
Yours> 4 

John Wilkes^ 

* Churchill. 
' |- This promise Mr. Wilkes well perfoniicd in hig 
]ffctC5 on Churchill. See particularly the remaita' 
bf tw4&eii pagc^ 74 and 85 of vx>L iii. of the present 
vork« 
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Calais^ December j> 1764. 
IfY BEA&E8T COTE89 

I SEND Brown, as you advise, with mj 
daughter ♦. I am left without a servant, 
and therefore have desired him to stay 
only one day in London. He may bring 
all books, Churchill's letters, &c. The 
affair of D'Eon is infamous. I expect 
every day to hear of his death by assassi- 
nation, or poison. His affair is always 
-mentioned as bearing some relation to 
mine, though there is not the least resem- 
blance; and I shall not be surprised if 
broad hints are soon given, how agreeable 
it will be for nie to leave this kingdom. 
Two states seldom regard the interest or 
the honour of a private person, and seldom 

m > - -.1 ■ I- . > ■ .»■! ■ ■ .1 ■■■■,»■■ ■ !■ ■-» ' ' • m ^» 

,* BrowjD was his valet-de*chambre several yearj, 
wlieo he lived in Great George-street 
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quarrel for one man. There is no trifling 
with French ministers, and the two courts 
are certainly fast friends. 

\ write to lord and lady Temple. 

Miss Wilkes will first gp and see her 
mother, and that family : then I hope you 
will soon contrive for her to pay a visit to 
lady Temple. 1 leave to your dexterity to 
manage this. 

I am ever, 

most dearest friend, 

your affectionate and oblige^. ^ 
John Wilkes.^ 



JLETTER XXVII. . *' 

Calais^ December lo^ \7(>4*: 
* MY BEAKEST COTES, 

I CANNOT sufficiently thank you for alV 
your kindness. I was much pleased with 
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The Enquiry, &c. "* There ^ is much 
jgood sense, and, I suppose, a great deal 
of sound law, in it. I am very roughly 
treated. As a Christian I must pray for 
the author's forgiveness of the injuries he 
has done me. As a brother author, you 
Icnow, I cannot forgive ; and I will take a 
severe revenge. The dog is sensible; but 
* coarse worthless fellow,* I am called 
twice. What does he mean by saying, * he 
ever avoided my acquaintance ?* I never 
hearci of him till now. When he says ** the 
North Briton, for the beauty of images, 
the happiness of allusion, and the ele- 



♦ This was a very celebrated law pamphlet, writ- 
ten on Mr. Wilkes*s case. It was at first called, 
*^ A Letter to Mr. Almon 5 being an Enquiry, &c.'* 
bmt it is more generally known by the title as Mr. 
Almon altered it, viz. " A Letter on Libels, War* 
rants, and the Seizure of Papers, 8rc." The com* 
position has been ascribed to several persons 3 to 
Mr. Dunning, to lord Camden, &c. : but the real 
author was a li^e master in chancery ; he had mtich 
assistance from lord Camden. 
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^ce of expression^ was a rara ^s Ja 

this pfedicament of writers,"* he seems to 
pay' a vast compliment ; but he has for- 
got the true praise of the North Briton, 
iis invariable regard te truth. 

The account of the character of Mtt 
Legge is the most yawning pamphlet I 
ever read. All the first part is a dull fu- 
neral sermon. It is very laughable to find 
a writer in the opposition, thinking it a 
man's praise that ^ he continued to the last 
one of his majesty's privy council/ What I 
IS that a merit in these times ? And is ijt 
forgot that the duke of Devonshire did 
not continue to the last one of his majesty's 
privy council ? — ^The original papers make 
us some amends for the execrable stuff in 
the former .part of the pamphlet. They 
were not, however, new to me. I had seen 
them, both from poor Legge and BuUer. 
But they are good staff for volum.es. 
What ! does a prince of Wales, before the 
talons of the wild beast are grown, be<^ 



come so furious ? Is a prince of Wales ti^ 
nominate two members for an English 
county? Wkat a reverence for parliai- 
tnenl» and the constitution, must he have i 
Are the body of whigs^ who brought ia 
the prince of Wales's family, who gave 
iiim all his lights in England, to be treated 
with that insolence and injustice ? Where 
is the freedom of election, if a prince of 
Wales is to nominate our members i If a 
lord is forbid to interfere in elections^ ^hall 
it be allowed to a prince of Wales i I do 
not know so fruitful a field for political 
writing ; and I hope to see it well ma- 
naged *. 

I have not slept two hours since I Iiav« 
been here : I mean continued sleep. You 
know in what a restless state a man's spiriti 
must be, who does not sleep. Churchill 
is still before my eyes. Indeed I am not 

, I ■ ii 1 . J I iimt.jiniL. i_ - fr*-i— nrr^ i f 1 1 ** 

* The account of Mr. Leggc urat written bj Dr. 
Biider, bishop of Hereford. 
VOL. II. F 
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fit to undertake the English Constitution *: 
and I in my present frame of mind^ I should 
disappoint you if I did if ; for I could not 
do justice at present to such a subject. If 
I could undertake it now, I would choose a 
bettermotto than either of the two 1 hinted. 
It would be from Churchill's Conference ! 

*^ Let private sorrows rest 5 
As to tbe public, I dare stand the test 5 
Dare proudly boast^ I feel no wish above 
Hie good of £nglaad> and tpf country *s love." 

I hear that J. Churchill is about selling 
the right of copy of our dear friend's 
- works. Is it to take place before or after 
my edition, which will take me up several 
months more — for I will never risk any 
crudities with the public ? No man who 
had any reputation, was ever wrote out of 
it but by himself. 

I wish you to publish the letters between 
Martin and me -f-, as well as the story of the 

* See vol. iii. page 129, of the present work. 
t Pagtt 12, &c. above. 



firing at tkc target ♦^ making your appeal to 
MnStevens, tyname. This will authenticate 
tire fact tq posterity ; and lean quote it in 
the nc^es to theDuelisti to explaio the line-*- 

* With three months tmamg on his jbiead.* 

Book !«• 

I observe that Wright highly condenms . 
tne as too ludicrous, from the «xprcs- 
•sion of * stolen goods,* fee. ; yet you re- 
member that letter was wrote in the pre- 
sence of, and highly approved by, lotd 
Temple and serjeant Glynn : so likewise 
^as the second letter to the secretariej^ 
on which the same dull lawyer is likewisi? 
severe. The . expression in that case of' 
* stolen goods* was nervous, not ludicrous^ 
it was treating the case as it deserved. 
I am ever, 

my dearest friend, 
your most afiectionate and obliged 

John WiLKEn 

♦ Page 17, above. 
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Calais, Wednesday night, Dec. il, 176^ 
. . > f • . ■» 

MY DEAREST COTES, 

I HAVE your letter, anqther frqm mjr 
•dear, daughter, and a third from my bro- 
ther Hcaton. You are. always Jkind, .^e- 
-neiDus, friendly, and humane; b^t, hjf 
.C-r^ Heaton is a barbarian* He .ha§ done 
.(h^most cruel thu)g in the wpdd by o^p 
Wilkes ; and has held a language tp h^r 
. about me, which is false^ insolent, and in- 
rfamous, ' What ! set a daughter against 
,iier &ther ? After such a letti^r as his l^^t 
.iQ me, could I fxpcct ^ucb uspge^to nyr 
daughter ? I havs cri^ ever since J re^ 
-hetf letter. * -^- ^ .. .. ; •.,. . 
- ; , I am obljgf d to returu tp l^ar js^, ^^-.g? Y^ 
pp my. aparf meats in the RuV, Nicaise 
.^tOv Garrick ; , who will pay xh/f ^S^art^r, 
n^fjfi. T will decamp, from thp^ ^fpy^^ii^f^ 
lodgings^ 



I commission you, my dear Cotes, ^ 
contract in my name ^ith any bookseller, 
for a History of England, from the Re-, 
yolution ; to be in two quarto volumes : 
the first portion of manuscript to be^deli- 
▼cred on this day twelvemonth ^ the next^ 
this (Jay two years ; and I submit the work 
to any man in England, the booksdler^a 
friend, to make any retrenchments he 
chooses, but not a word of addition. This 
is the work for my fame and my purse. 
If you will not undertake it with any book« 
seller, I will get some other friend. 

I will convince you that aB your suspf- 
cions about Italy are ill founded. My life 
will be the truest proof of that. I shall 
act a most ivistt and firm part ; and I ap- 
|)eal to yourself, if you ever knew a firmer 
mind. I will work for posterity. I aiiv 
sure, my dear Cotes, you cannot with* 
bold your approbation from my conduct i 
and the world shall look after me, not with 
pKfp but with envy and admiration. Y^vu 
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are angry because I will not write a poK* 
tical paper through the winter. No man 
can, in another country. You will, I an» 
sure, be more pleased with me soem thans^ 
ever you was, and so will lord Temple. I 
will therefore add na mote till I get to 
Paris* 

Your affectionate friend, 

John Wilkes^ 



J^ETTER XXIX. 

Calais^ Thursday m<Mrning^ Dee. is, 1764^ 
MY DEAREST COTES^ 

I HAVE been put to a furious expence.5 
I bare beea here, at an inn. (Grandsire's)^* 
eight days; and, though I have not suppe<|. 
nor drank, my bill is 328 livres. I have 
paid the return of Brown- and La Vallerie> 
&c. This is an additional 30K I haye^ 
l>een obliged to draw oa Mr* Walsh, for 
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thirty- four guineas. Mr. Fcctor advanced 
t€n pounds to Brown ; which I beg you to 
settle. These are furious cxpences ; but 
I need not say they are not my fault. 

I beg of you to wait, and judge of mc by 
events; not by the wicked inventions oi 
tiny enemy at Paris, or elsewhere : which 
might gain belief on such a mind as Hea- 
ton's, but ought not on yours. I say 
wicked inventions, for such is the story 
of the house hired in Italy, I care not 
what Heaton ihinks, but am anxious you 
should approve me. I will be in every 
thing very prudent, and my eye is ever 
fixed not straitly, but steadily, on my twa 
great works, ChurchiU's edition and the 
History; for either of which, I hope, 
lam not totally unqualified. I send the 
letter to Fitzherbert for the Beef-stake 
Club, with the inscription agreed upon. 
I am, ever, 

most sincerely and 

affectionately yours, 

John Wilkes. 



vT f.^ 
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Lyons, Dec. 31, 1764. 
MY DEAREST POLLY, 

I LEFT Paris OB Christmas-day; but the 
English mails, which had been so long due,- 
luckily arrived a few hours before I set out, 
and brought me your letter of the lath. I 
am very happy to hear ^at my d?ar. girl 
continues well, and that th^ air of liondoii 
agrees with her, 

1 he roads from Paris I found so bad, tbat 
I did not arrive here till last night; £|ix wbple 
days on the road, and ^very morning in. the 
postr chaise before it was liglit. The coua* 
try is almost drowned, by the excessive 
rains of the last three months. 
^ The first night I lay at Nemours, 10 J 
posts; — ^the second at Briare, iil posts. 
I . went to see the great hall at the 
qastle of Montargis ; which has very 
^Ipriking^proportipas, and is very satisfac- 
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tbrjMO^&ie: eye; 'There is achirtmcf «t. 
c^h «iid^ ^nd tviro on each side. It is ssAdk 
to1)€'!i;9 fathoms « feet long, 8 fathoms4 ftd^) 
broad. The roof is arched ; it has no piU 
lain: There is no furniture of any iirid m'^ 
ij^i borthe proportions are very fine.-^Tbei 
tlsiid night I lay at Nevers. The road^ w^ 
•n^ pleasing the whole way. The Lohre^ 
jif^ry noble rivi&r, is on your right hand^ 
abd>ili¥brds many beautiful views; but tbi' 
scene is lifeless^ and in so great an ektaoD 
J sm bctf t^o vessels on the river* In Eng- 
land tberfe would have been a forest of mastit 
in hklf that extent. Nevers is weJJ sitiiatedt 
between two rivers; but the place itself ia 
toly famous for a glass manufactory .-*-The 
feurth day I Uy at Varcnnes, laf post&A 
Nothing remarkable the whole day. Left 
Varennes at five, reached St. Siphorien at 
seven. ' The road is^ very mountainous* 
There are two remarkable bridges, buile 
quite across a deep valley, from one moun-* 
ttin to another. — /The . fifth "day presented 
nothing to a weary traveller.—- The sixth* 



d^ I;Ieft St. S^herici^ beturaer^.fiw? afl^ 
flix j^ yet did not arrtre at Ljotm, Jkh'tcH M^ 
a5ly ^ight posts, before jdix m theievtfilpg^t 
There is a^mountajn called LaTftnare, ^avi^ 
tiTOf leagues long* We descended it; l^^ 
for three leagues before* the horses iwce t^ 
piiU us. up hilJ : ^nd the roads ivefdex-K 
tremely deep, and so dtogcrous, tho^t, fit* 
the fiirst time, 1 was rejoiced that my/d^a^: 
daughter was not with me o» this .'wki(:^9i: 
dpedkion. 

;Tona(ftfraw I set out fcnr Turing Had Jt 
^all give ydu a letter by the first pwtj 
after I arrive there. You n»ay depend om 
my writing regularly ; but you must mafeef 
allowaiice for contrary winds and bad 
soads^ wbicb may often prevent my ;re«4 
eeiving your letters in time. ^ \ 

i ^rote to you, my dear girl, on the x6ch 
and on the 23d December. Did > yon 
^oeive both those letters ? I wrote yoii 
Mro letters on the lath: you memraoi 
the receipt of one; *did tbB> ^^rxasm 
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to your bands ? — Nothing can please x>t 
oblige me more than your journals. — Give^ 
yourscif no trouble about all the idle re^ 
ports spread concerning me. You may 
remember I did you the same justice with 
madame de Fouilleuse, at the hotel de Saxe, 
when she began to talk ridiculously about 
ftiy dear daughter. You and I are the best 
4nd most natural friends;' and in every 
thing I shall first of all consult your bap^- 
piness and your pleasures. Look forward,, 
and remember what I told you. Did I not 
prophesy a great deal of what has hap- 
pened ? Always say where I am, if any 
body asks you. 

Pope is an excellent author for you ; 
so are Boileau and Racine. You cannot 
read them too often; but never, dear 
^rl, tire yourself* Get the last edition 
©f Lowth's English Grammar. Buy it for 
yourself. It is a small izmo. It will 
perfect you in good English. Take timo 
for every thing. . 
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Pray, write dircGtly a letter of civility 
to madame la baronne dllolbach. Any 
thing you wish for, write to me about,. 
You may go a visiting with your mam- 
ma whenever you choose . it : all I say »^ 
never lie in the same house with her ; all 
the rest I leave to your own prudence.-^ 
I' do assure you that, upon my honour, 
I neither knew nor suspected any thing 
which has happened about La Vallerie ; 
nor was I ever so provoked as about her 
return. Your uncle knows that well. At 
present, however, you must think with 
me, that it is most prudent not to send her 
back to your uncle's. 

i approve your manner of writing en- 
tirely. Pray, give my compliments to 
monsieur Gby ; you and he may talk 
. French often together. Remember me to 
my brother and sister, and the little folks. 
I am, my dearest daughter^ 
your obliged and 
affectionate father, 

John Wilkes. 



TabfaS GaSkiai sent fay you^'fbr the mom 
^fmCsKtacioA't^ was sent to bimi - • '^ 

'• ■ LETTER li; ■' ' -'^^''^ '"^' 

1^ Chambreln Savof, aatoijlay^^^ j, ^j%^ 
^^ ... M^ DBARBST VOhUyi . : i £ ro 

I EMiaACBthe opportunity of .at genifex 

dian's going from this lircle village to PatiV 
to pay my compliments to yoiis^' 'I;gat^' 
yott my Kttlc joiiroal toXyons; whcca^ii 
iSKoeived great civilities from monsieur^ 
Camp, and an eminent bookseller^ to^^ 
whom monsieur D'Espilly gave me lettdfss^^ 
£ found no difficulty about my boolss^ aw- 
my baggie. 

Ilefi Lyons new-year's- day, at one in- 
tbe afternoon^ and arrived at LaVerpil'^> 
Ikce a little before six. The road ia very^i 
good, and a perfect fiat, (three posts ami a-^ 
hri£)i^ao« z, i left La VerpUikri^ M^ 



§96, ratched<L&Tmr dn Pin at Imlf:an^ 
inaic ^cr :ten, (thme pp^s and a hsi^ 
Dined. Fiocecded at -fmt to Font Seai^i* 
toisin, (two posts;) arrived there at five. 
The road is very good and levei. — Jan. 3, 
left Pont Beauvoisin at seven. The te^• 
ritories of France end here. A small river 
pl^ <Ffam» from Savoy. Too pass it 
on a bridge, near the end 6f the towik 
YiMnJ^ggage undergoes a slighi txmilia- 
4fiili%ms. twice, where, tibe territories : ^ofi 
Srwpo end; and, soon after, in tjiie tem^ 
tl^rie&^f Savoy. The road from Pont JBeai»^ 
voidin to Le6 Echelles is very rongh an A 
mountainous. On the left, close to tho 
rMd) are very high rocks ainiost all the 
w»y» On the right the road is defended 
by a stone wall from the precipice i at the 
bottom of which runs a little stream ; and 
theOithe rocks rise oa the other side, vesy 
high, and iilmost perpendicular. I did not 
arrive Bthes Echelles till half an hour after 
ten, *iiiM^ it is.bttt 0ne post>. bM tfaft* 
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posts in Savoy are generally nine miles^ ii? 
France only six. I arrived at Chamberry^ 
the capital of Savoy, a little after six (two 
posts). The road is extremely rough, and" 
tbpre is a very difficult and long mountain 
to ascend, about a mile from Les Echelles^ 
The face of the country is very rugged, but"" 
k has every wher^ as much cuhivation as ifc 
k capable of. There is a pretty littk caS-' 
c^e on the right, about a mile from Cham^ 
berry. — Jaii. 4 I left ChAmbcrry at seven j' 
arrived at MoBtmelian, one post, at ten. f 
dined at one, and proceeded to Aigue-belle, 
('two posts ;) got there by six. The roa<t 
tolerably good, and pretty level, except' 
dne steep hill soon after you leave Mont*^ 
melian. The road lies between very higb 
mountains, which were almbst covered 
with snow* I lay last night at Aigue-bclle^, 
and left it this morning at six. — Got here,.' 
(two posts) by eleven ; and am now, at twelve 
(good country hours), drinking my dear 
daughter* s health with a lively Frenchraarii' 



jontt •wiJ.KES, mot* it^; 

jast arrived from Turin. I hope to arrive 
there next Tuesday, and will write to my 
dearest by the first post. 

This little journal of my tour is dull^ 
but it will be useful if you keep the letters* 
I wrote you a long letter from Lyons, 
December 31, and to Mr. Nesbitt : I wish 
to know if they both came safe to hand. 

When I arrive at Turin, I hope to find 
that Mr* Pa&chamd has sent me some of 
your letters, which I am very iihpatieikt' 
fdr. You will see by this, that wherever 1 
sm, your dear idea is the most agreeable 
tiling in the world to me. 

I beg you to give my best respects to 
lord and lady Temple. 

The postillions wait for me ; so 1 musir 
^y add that 

I am ever, 

. dearest Polly, 

your loving father, 

; JoJttN WthKES^ 



fit M£]bioiiE(i» or 
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Turin, January 9, Jy6^ 
MY BEAREST POLLY, 

The English post being just setting out;^ 
gives me time to pay ve»y -short compli* 
Xfkfo^ to yiqz. I wrote yon a long lettcs 
on the 5th from LaChambre ia Savtiy^- 
ifnd on the last day of the last year, from.. 
Xyons^ another tolerably long letter. Be- 
fore I leave Tii^ria.I shalj send you the 
contindation of my journal : at present I 
shall only sayij I had a good passage over, 
tjie Alps J but the roads were, in many 
places so very bad^ that I did not get here 
till last night. 

I am a good deal tired, or rather jaded ; 
but if you were with me I should soon b« 
as well as J could wi«h. Continue always 
la write to me 4t Messrs. Foley and Co.* 
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Rue St. Saveur, k Paris ; wto will send mc 
all letters. 

1 shall write again by the next post; but 
I could not miss this opportunity of assur* 
ing my dear Polly how much I am her 

obliged and affectionate father, 

John Wilkes* 

Mr. Needham is here, with Mr. Dillon 
tnd Mn Norton. We have almost bees* 
sant rains. 
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Turin, January lo, 1765. 
I NOW pursue my journal, dearest 
daughter * ; very happy if in any particular 
it can entertain you. I continued my tour 
to La Chambre in Savoy ; where, justfce- 
Yore dinner, I had the pleasure of writing 
to you. 

* From Lttttfr h. 
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I left La Chambre «t one, and got to 
St. Michel, (two posts and a half,) a 
little after six : the road generally rough, 
a few hiUsy but not steq>. The whole 
way lies between rocks^ and for the most 
part of it there is a small but rapid stream 
runs in the bottom. Several of the 
bridges are very ruinous ; the good land 
is very well cultivated. — ^January 6 Ileft 
St. Michel at five; arrived at Modan, 
^ little village between St. Andre and 
Villaraudin, (about two posts and a half 
from St. Michel,) at eleven ; dined, and 
between two and three to Lannebourg, 
(two posts and a half from Modan,) but 
did not reach it till after eight. Lan* 
inebourg is the last village on the Savoy 
«ide of the Alps. The road is very moun* 
tainous, and full of large loose stones* 
The whole way from Modan to Lanne* 
bourg was fenow and ice ; very steep and 
dangerous djescents, and very difficult as- 
cents j often for half a mile together. AH 



|be ba^age was sent on moles from St. 
Michel to Lannebourg, The fir-trees rise 
labove one other in a beautiful manner, 
jquite from the bottom to the top of many 
x>f the mountains ; and there is an infinite 
variety of cascades of the clearest water. 
In many parts of the Alps, where you sec 
no water, you hear the fall of two or three 
different cascades. The roads were so bad, 
I was obliged often to walk on the ice and 
$now, and got several tumbles, so that I 
could scarcely stir the next day.- — ^Janua/y 
y I left Lannebourg at seven ; ascended 
Mont Cenis in a chair, carried by two 
men, assisted by four more ; arrived at the 
top of the mountain in an hour and a 
quarter-: in another quarter reached La 
Tavernette, the first post from Lanne- 
bourg. I was carried in a traineauy drav^n 
J)y a single horse over the snows, from the 
top of the mountain to La Grande Croix % 
which is the beginning of the descent oo 
tbe Piedmont side* I arrived there in an 
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hontf and tmrne^uMly proceeded to La 
Ferriete ; and ia about the aatne ipan of 
time reached Novalene, the fitst vtfiage o». 
this side die Alps. The wliofe ticne of 
passing Mont Cenis, the highart of the 
Alps which is passable, was six hours ; I 
include an hour of rest and refreshments 
The ascent on the Savoy side iB one league} 
the plain on the top— or rather the gentle 
rising smd falling on the summit which looks 
flattened, not pointed— is two leagues ; 
and the descent on the Piedmont side is 
two leagues. The chair in which I waa 
carried was not a sedan chair, but a small 
Dvicker chair with two long poles; there 
is no covering of any kind to it. The 
snow lay four feet deep, and it was a frost j 
io that there was firm footing where the 
tnpw had been trod. After you pass La 
Grande Croix, in about a mile you come 
to a small rivulet, which separates Savoy 
and Piedmont ; and you enter on a little 
plain^ called the plain of St. Nicholas 
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mhkti bakes i ple^tng variety in So ^eep 
^iiMBKin * On tW t6p of Mont Cenis is 
«'Bi|e kke^ a mile in circumference,* rc- 
lnai*»ble-for «cc%lknt trout ; a chapel , and 
to'hdi^iral/ In the winter the roof of th# 
loBpifertias sometimes been cover'ed with 
9ii0Xv twelve feet deep in less than terf 
k&CLts t the passage is somewhat dangerous^ 
fromjthe amazing height of the rocks, ami 
fowt being forced to come often very near 
the edge of the precipice* The carriage^ 
#as taken to pieces ; and was sent with the 
*fet of the baggage, on six mules, from' 
Lannebourg to Novaleze, two posts and ^ 
half. I arrived at Novaleze at one, and left 
it a little after six; and at half an hour 
after eight reached Suze, where I lay : the 
road is Very good to Suze, and there is 
only one Httle hill to ascend. — January ft" 
I left Suze. A little after four reached 
St. Ambroise, two posts and. a half; by 
ten dihed : left it at one, and arrived at 
Turing twa posts and a half^ a little after 

YQL. ZI. Q 
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five. la my next I shall give my dearest 
girl a short account of Turin ; at present I 
•ball only say, that the most agreeable 
object I have seen here is Mr. Needham.^^ 
To-day I go to see the palace, and to-mor- 
row I go to Milan. Perhaps it may amuse 
you to trace me in the map. I shall stay 
©nly one day at Milan, to deliver abbe 
Galliahi's letter to the prince Trivulzio; 
and proceed from thence to Parma, where 
I have letters to a friend of monsieur 
Suard. 

I have not yet any of your letters since 
December 12. I wrote to you December 
16 and 23 from Paris, from Lyons Decem- 
ber 31, from La Chambre January 5, from 
l^ence January 9, (yesterday.) 

I wish you to mention if you have seen 
miss Penton, and if she is the fine girl she 
promised to be two years ago. — How do 
you like England, on your {U'esent visit to 
it? Is it not a little /rii/^? Ihe Sonday^ 
especially (between yeu and me) are very 
dull. 
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. I beg my love to my dear brother ztA 
f mter, and a kiss to the litde fdks.-»^How 
\& iStxt little blue-eyed Nancy i I hope she 
M cured of the little stammering she had. 
1 am ever, my dearest Polly, 
your affectionate father, 

John Wilkss. 
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Parma, Jan. i6, ij6s* 
MY DEAREST POLLT, 

I ABRivEB here yesterday, not a litUc 
fatigued by the jdting of the chaise ip the 
hard rough roads of Italy. 

I left Turin^be i ith, at noon ; and reach* 
^d Agliano, three posts and a h»lf, at sixt 
The I ath lleft Agliano, .at half an hour past ^ 
seven; and got to BufaicMra at six, five posts* 
Bi^iM^a is the first towft of the empmir 

Q % 
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queen's dominions, and is in the duchy of 
Mrkn. The road from Turin to Buffa- 
lora is almost a perfect flat, and tolerably 
good. The posts are remarkably long. — I 
lay at Bufiklora ; and, January" 13th, at 
eight, proceeded to Milan. The baggage 
was searched at Bufi^alora ; and j^ou have a 
fass-avantj to carry you from thence, 
through the empress-queen's Italian terri- 
tories. I got to Milan about eleven. — I 
left it January 14th, at eight ; and arrived 
at Plaisance a little before seven. ^ The. 
roads were very deep and heavy. You 
cross the famous river Po just before you 
arrive at Plaisance ; five posts, and very 
long ones, from Milan. — ^January 15 I left 
Plaisance at half an hour past seven, and 
arrived here at two ; five posts, not long, 
and the road tolerably good. 

There is little remarkable at Milan, ex- 

gcept the cathedral, which is an immense 

work of the Gothic order. The profusion 

of $tat;ues, both on the out and in^side of 
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the building, is iAcredible. Prince Tri- 
vulzio received me in the noblest man- 
ner; and in the evening carried me to 
ithe countess Simonetta, who is the first 
woman at Milan. I was afterwards pre- 
sented by the prince to the duke of Mo- 
dcaa, who is regent there ; and to count 
Firmian, the first minister. I was treated 
in the most distinguished manner, and 
indeed with many marks of true friend- 
ship, by prince Trivulzio. I was four 
hours with the first minister. 
' This place is only remarkable for the 
cathedral, the finest in the world : and for 
flcveral paintings of the famous Corregio, 
in the dome ; very few of which are in 
tolerable preservation. 

This valley is thought the most cele- 
brated in Europe; and was part of the 
famous Lombardy, which you will fi.nd 
much of in the old romances. 

You can scarcely imagine the difference 



126 MBMOI&IS 09 

in the irarmth of the air here i it aeem^ 
cm this side the Alps, to be rather a m3d 
April than the tnonth of January ; but I 
am told that at Naples they eren eat green 
peas at Christmas. J begin to make myself 
understood in Italian, and I read tolerably 
-well their best authors. I hope to hear 
my dear girl talk Italian as well as she 
does French ; and that she will be as much 
admired for one, as she has been for the 
other. 

I have not seen an English newsp^r 
since I left Paris, so that I am quite igno* 
rant of the present state of Old England* 
I hope a libel I saw at Paris, called ^^ A 
Letter to the worthy Inhabitants of Ayles^ 
bury," has been htrnt before this. It 
seemed to me a flaming libel. — ^I long to 
Bear from you. The most agreeable thing 
I can see in this absence is a letter, with 
an account of my dear daughter's perfect 
health. 
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I beg you to remember me to your 
uncle and aunt^ as well as to all ow 
friends. 

I am, dear angel, 
your very afFcctionate father, 

John Wilkes. 
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Horence, Feb. i, 17(55. 
MY PBAREST POLLY, 

I HOPE that you received my various 
travelling letters ; because, though they 
might not entertain you, they would shew 
you thie^t in whatever place I was, I did not 
fail every &ir opportunity to pay my comt* 
pliments to you. 

My little journal was continued to Mo^ 
dena; where I arrived January 17, ani 
continued there that night. — ^January i8 J 
left Modena at eight, and arrived at Sa- 
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'^'ggi^j otit post and a half, a little before 
one ; the roads tolerably good, and almost 
a perfect flat. The churches at Bologna 
are beyond description magnificent, and 
full of pictures by the greatest masters ; 
the most capital of which is the St. Cecilia 
of ihe divine Raphael. Some of the con- 
vents of men arc fit to be the palaces of 
sovereigns. I. went to pay my compli- 
ments to mademoiselle Corradini, and 
dined every day at her house while I staid' 
at Bologna. I took private lodgings, where 
J* lay every night. I continued at Bologna 
till the 28th ; and had the favour of your 
letter dated December 19, on the 26i& 
of January, at that place. — I left Bo- 
logna January 289 between two and three 
io the afternoon ; and got to Pianora^ on$ 
post and a half, a little before five. I lay ' 
tbere^ at the foot of the famous Appenines. 
•—January 29 I left Pianora at half an hour 
after nine, and arrived at Lojano, one post 
and a. toJf.. Proceeded ta Pilicaiat, one 
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post ; where I arrived a little after three : 
and from thence to Cavallaio, one post^ at 
six*— January 30 I left Cavallaio at eight; 
came to Monte-carrelU a little after ten^ 
one post ; to CafFagolo, one post, at one ; 
to Fonte Bone^ one post, at three ; and 
reached Florence, one post, about fivc« 
The greatest part of the road (quite from 
Fianoro to Fonte Bone) is ascending and 
descending the Appenines^ and in general 
the roads are indifferent. 

The Appenines are not near so high, nor 
$0 horrible, as the Alps. On the Alps you 
see very few tolerable spots ; and only firsj, 
but very majestic : on the Appenines there 
are many very rich small valleys, a variety of 
vineyards, and all sorts of trees. — About a. 
mile from Pietra Mala, a little village 
between Filicaia and Cavallaio, is a singu- 
lar phenomenon of fire, about nine yards 
rau^d, arising from a stony ground, to the . 
height of three or four feet. It is a bright 
clear flame, without smoke« The gre^eat 
^5 
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rains only extinguish it for a moment; 
small rains increase it. The stones round 
it are much burnt* I removed several, 
and the flames still arose from the same 
spot. They gave a considerable heatt 

1 thank my dear girl very much for the 
continuation of her journal. I am glad 
you are so good a church-woman. Pray 
remember me there, for fear I forget my- 
self in the hurry of travelling. — La Vallerie 
found out the two guineas you so politely 
put up; and told me of it with tears in her 
eyes, before I mentioned it to her. — ^I ani 
impatient to hear again from my dear girl ; 
and she may depend upon it 1 will contrive 
every thing as well as I can for her satis- 
faction, which is always my first* desire. 

Phave had but two letters ffbm Eng- 
land (including yours) since I left Paris. 
• Let me beg my dear girl to give my 
love to my brother and sister, and a kiss 
« the little folks. Pray, tell Mr. Cotes 
that I Imve had no answer to a long letter 
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which I wrote to him from C^Uis ^ nor tQ 
another from Paris, before I went from 
thence. 

I am ever, my dearest Polly, 
with the utmost afiection, 
your much obliged father, 

John Wilkes, 



LETTER VII. 

Roine, Yebnuuy 16, 1765* 
MY BEAR EST POLLY, 

I HOPS that my former letters have con« 
vinced you that I let slip no c^portunity 
of shewing you that, amid all the hurry 
and disripation of such a journey, your 
agreeable idea still filled my miod, and 
followed me wherever I went. I wrote t6 
you last from Florence, which I liked pretty 
well. All the English there, among 
whom were lord Beaychwip wd Mr.Trail, 
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came to sec me. I did not go to the resi^ 
dent's ♦,— to save him the embarras of re^ 
turning a visit to a man so very obnoxioai 
to the English (or rather Scottish) miiiistrf 
as myself. I have been caressed more tham 
I can express, during my whole journey;;' 
and by those in every country whose eloge/ 
does me real honour. 

I left Florence February 9, at three m 
the afternoon ; and got to San Cassiano^ 
one post, a little after six. The road was^ 
very rough, and much up hill. — Febru* 
ary la, I left San Casstano at seven; arrived 
atTavemelle^ one post, at twelve; came 
to PoggiboRzi, one post^ at three ; to< 
CastiglioncellO) one post, at five ; and 
leached Sienaa a little before seven : the 
TOad tolerably good, and the views on each 
^de very picturesque ; a sweet variety of 
bills and valleys, and the whole face of the 
country smiling. The earth is almost every 
where covered with corih, and olive-trees* 

,<iHlli» H .||l !■ \ m ' ■■ M l. 11 ^ ■■■ • - •m .iii n .ii I I 1^1 

^ Sir Horace Mano* 
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—February 1 1, 1 left Sienna, at twelve, and 
arrived at Monterone, one post, at twot; 
reached Buonconvento, one post, at five; 
and arrived at Torrenieri, one post, at 
seven. The road much up and down hill, 
but not dangerous. — February 12, I left 
Torrenieri at seven ; came to La Scala, one 
post, at nine ; to Ricorsi, one post, at 
twelve ; to Radicofani, one post, at three ; 
io Ponte Ccntino, one post and three quar- 
ters, at five ; to Acquapendente, one post, 
at a little after sevtn. The post to Radi- 
cofani is very bad, the hills very steep and 
rough : the post to Acquapendente is still 
worse, and the hill a little dangerous; it 
is indeed almost perpendicular, — Febru- 
ary 13, 1 left Acquapendente at eight; came 
to S. Lorenzo, three quarters of a post, at 
ten; proceeded to Bolsena, one post and 
three-quarters ; arrived there at five ; changed 
horses about half-way ; reached Viterbo at 
half an hour after six. Between Bolsena 
and Mantefiascone you have a beautiful 
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view of the lake of Bolsena, about thirty 
miles in circumference, with two islands 
in it ; all the way on the right* . The road 
is very rough, and over mountainst-— Feb- 
ruary 14, 1 left Viterbo at eight ; ascended 
the very high mountain of that name to 
Ronciglione, three-quarters of a post; 
arrived there at eleven 2 proceeded to 
Monte Rosf, one post, the whole way 
almost descending the mountain of Viter- 
bo ; got there by one : proceeded to Bac- 
cano, one post ; came there at three : to 
Alia Storta, one post, at six ; and to 
Romei one post, at eight. The road is 
either very rough, or deep, the whole 
way. The postillions drove directly to the 
Dogana ; where the trunks were taken off, 
and left till the next morning. No exami- 
lUtioB was made of the inside of the chaise, 
or coach, which came in our company. 
\X\ifdSJmdigras: or rather yVn^/jjw; for, 
of eleven persons at the cuHom-hoi^si?, t^O 
livere drupk. 
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I had yesterday the happiness of your 
two letters, dated January 2 and 9, which 
gave me more pleasure than I can express. 
I set out for Naples on the 21st of this 
month, where I mean to stay a consSiera^ 
able time. As soon as I arrive there, I 
will answer particularly my dearest daugh- 
ter's two letters. In the mean time> and 
ever, 

I am, my beloved Polly, 

your affectionate 

and obliged father^ 

John Wiulm. 



LETTER VIII. 

Naples, March i, jj6S. 
MY DEAREST POLLY, 

I ARRIVED here the 26th of last month, 
and with pleasure embrace this earliest op- 
portunity of making my compliments to 



136 MEMCXIRS OF 

you. I wrote to you from Rome on the 
i6th of February. Since that time I have 
had the satisfaction of three more of your 
letters. One, of the i6th of January, at 
Kome, on the i8th of February ; another, 
of the 26th of December, at Naples, o^ 
the a7th of February ; and a third, 30th 
January, I had this morning. The letter ^ 
my dear girl mentions of January 15 I hav^e 
not yet ; which prevents me answering as I 
wish many particulars which your letter of 
thp day after (January 16) alludes to, and 
I am still ignorant of. I will only say, 
that I never yet found any reason to dis- 
approve your conduct ; and that I think 
you have behaved with your usual pru- 
dence, as far as I know. You see it is 
impossible to write an answer till I have 
that letter of the 15th January; and you 
will observe by the date of others how 
irregular the posts are. That of Ja- 
nuary 16 I received before that of De- 
cember 2.6. — You mention your uncle 
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inclosing yours in one of his. I never 
received a line from him since I left 
Paris. 

The post now gives me time only to 
tell you, that this is in my opinion the 
pleasantest place in Europe ; and were you 
here with me, my fondest wishes would 
-be answered. I mean to continue here ; 
but I beg you to direct to me as usual, at 
Paris. By the next post you shall have a 
long letter. In the mean time, and for 
ever, you may rest assured of the warmest 
ilovc of 

your afFectlonate father, 

John Wzlxss. 

My kind lore attends my brother and 
jker» 
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lETTER IX. 

Naples, Marcb lo, i J6^»' 
MY DfiAREST POLLY, 

The greatest pleasure I hare in tey abi» 
sence from my dear girl, is the Hearing 
from you and conversing with yoo, though 
in this imperfect manner. The scenes I 
have been lately engaged in, of going post 
from place to place, are not in themselves 
very entertaining^ and I only gave you the 
particulars from the idea of their future 
usefulness ; with the same view I shall now 
pursue my journal, which may hereafter 
be of service to my beloved daughter. 

February ai, I went to the custom- 
house, and took out the two trunks which 
I had left there ; and they were suffered to 
go out of Rome unsearched. I went from 
thence at one in the afternoon^ and ar- 



JOHlf VXLKBfty ESCU 239 

rived at Marino about six : lay there. The 
road tolerably good. — ^February ^a, I left 
Marino between six and seven ; dined ioi 
the coach ; and at six in the evening ar- 
rived at Acquaviva, a most wretched soli- 
tary inn. The roads tolerably good thi$ 
day too. — ^February 23, I left Acquaviva 
at £ve> travelled the whole day^ and at 
c^t arrived at Fondi. The roads rough^ 
but level ; except the great descent froo^ 
Fiperna After you leave Terracina, you^ 
have for about three tniks a fine view of 
the sea. A variety of ancient monuments^ 
ahnosi the whole rQad.~-February 04, left 
Fondi at half an hour after eight ; came t<» 
Mok on the banks of the sea^a little after 
one; lay there: the whole road was over 
the old Appian Way, which is in very good 
preservation* Nothing, however, can be 
imagined more disagreeable; the pave- 
ment being intolerably hard^ and so slip-^ 
pery that the horses were continually 
coming down on their knees.^ I camfr 
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with horses hired for the whole jourrrey $ 
and they wefe so fatigued that, ^though 
they had gone but two posts, 1 was ob- 
liged to continue at Mola till the next day. 
There is an infinite quantity of orange and 
lemon-trees, which were loaded with fruit 
and flowers. Laurels, and laurustinuses 
were in all the hedges, and olive-trei^ 
grew wild on the hills. — February ^5, left 
Mola at six ; came to Garigliano at ten 5 to 
S. Agatha at one. Dined there, and pro- 
ceeded at four to Francolisi : but did not 
arrive there till one in the morning ; the 
cart that I was obliged to hire for the bag- 
gage, being overturned seven times. Thf 
road from Mola to Garigliano is the old 
Appian Way, and tolerably rough. At 
Garigliano you cross in a boat the river of 
that name ; and then you pass a« fine mea- 
dow, and through roads intolerably deep 
and full of bad holes, quite to Francolisi* 
The inn at Francolisi was so wretched, that 
I slept a part of the night in the coach ; 
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—and February a6, at six in the morning, 
proceeded to Capua Nova. Arrived there a 
little after nine ; dined : left it at one, and 
reached Naples at six. The baggage was 
examined at Mola, but not strictly : and 
about a mile from* Naples, at Capo di 
Chino, the question was asked whether it 
had been examined at Mola ; and it was suf* 
fered to proceed. The road from Francolisi 
to Capua Nota is deep, and full of holes ; 
from thence to Naples pretty good, but 
some bad holes. 

So much, my dear angel, for my jour- 
nal. I am now here quiet ; ever intent on 
the two great works — my edition of poor 
Churchill, and my History of England 
from the Revolution. — I am glad you have 
begun Rapin. Yet the first volumes you 
may skim lightly, till you come to Henry 
the Seventh ; from that reign I would ad- 
vise you to read him first cursorily, and a 
second time with much care, I fear you 
will find him dull; but he is tolerably 



exact.— Let me beg you not to forget youp 
French; a litttc every day; either of Boi- 
leauy Moli^re, Racine, or Comeille^ would 
keep it up. I would have my dear daugh- 
ter as much distinguished by every valua- 
ble accomplishment, as she is by her good- 
sense and sweetness of tempei*. 

I have much to say to you, but I do not 
choose to do it by the post. You are al- 
ways the first object of my thoughts, and 
your happiness is my first aim. Be gay, 
and look forward; there are rewards in 
store for true merit. This is my second 
letter to you from Naples ; my next will 
be by a better conveyance than the post. 

I am ever, my sweet girl, 

your affectionate father, 

John Wilkis. 
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I^ETTER X. 

Naples^ March ii, 1765, 

I HOPE my dear daughter will receive 
by the post of this day the long letter I 
have just had the honour of finishing ; yet 
I would not omit this other occasion^ by 
Mr. Yeo, of paying my complimieflts, and 
begging your acceptance of an elegant 
French book of geography, and a dozen 
pair of Roman gloves, which are thought 
the best in die world, and are worthy of an 
elegant young lady^s hand. I suppose you 
will keep one pair at least for your return 
to Paris, to be handed by the young baron 
to the tipera or comedie. 

I do not undertake yet to ^ve you any 
description of Naples. As to what con- 
cerns myself, thank heaven I am well ; and 
as happy here as I can be> absent from 
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you. I am caressed here enough to put 
me to the blush ; but I live much retired, 
and avoid as much as possible all the Nea- 
politan nobility. 

Good night, dear girl ; for it is now ele- 
ven. Be assured, I shall tenderly love you 
all my life. Adieu ! 



LETTER XI. 

Naples, ^farcll 18, 1765. 

I AM everyday, my dearest Polly, more 
and more regretting the cruel distance we 
arc from each other. I am most impa* 
tient for your letters, as what are my 
greatest comfort; but the bad regulation 
oif Italian posts makes me often wait much 
longer than I ought to do. It likewise 
deprives me of writing so frequently as I 
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am inrlined to do, for Tuesday is the only 
post day in the week from hence. 

Mr. Yeo left Napks the day before yes- 
terday. I gave him a dozen pair of very 
•elegant Roman gloves (which are thought 
the best in the world), and a new edition 
of that well-engraved French book of 
-maps you admired ^o much, with a letter 
for you. I hear, since, the gloves were 
seized as contraband, but recovered ; so 
that I hope they will come safe to your 
hand. 

I have not yet received the letter to 
which you refer; as soon as I do, I will an- 
swer all the particulars. I am exceedingly 
concerned that my dear girl should have 
suffered any uneasiness : whenever it is in 
my power, I will prevent any approach- 
ing her. .■■: 

It is as warm here now as it is generally 
in England in June, and the productions 
of the earth are as forward; the trees begin 
to be in leaf, and all nature seems to wear 

VOL. u. H 
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«* «mIHflg aspect. I am here at an iim, 
called Steptiano*s ; a large good house on 
the ban^ks of the sea^ which forms here a 
find bay of about thirty miles in extents. 
IPhfe ishnd of Capri is just opposite to the 
Endows, and breaks the force of the waves 
^^hi^dh come into the bay. The sea is to 
1hi6' smith. To the north are fine moun^ 
^ibVwhk:h defend the city from, the cold 
inrirtds; the burning mountain of Vesuvius 
Ib to the east; and other hills, with old 
^tastles in ruins, to the west. 

The day before yesterday I went to the 
t(^ of Vesuvius. It is indeed a most singu- 
lar appearance. I chose a clear but cold 
'day } yet the heat was so excessive, that all 
the skin of my face peeled off in two or 
three hours; from the excessive heats of the 
mountain, and the reflection of the sun. 
The mountain is a composition of cinders, 
pulverised brick, and calcined stones. It 
is with difficulty you ascend : I had five 
toentogctmcup;— two before, whose gir- 



^les I laid hold of; and three behind, who 
pushed me by the back, I approached 
•quite to the opining, from whence issues 
the sulphufeous smoke : I guess it to be 
-about a mile in circumference. I lay on 
my belly against the side, on the edge, 
and looked down; but could see very little: 
only now and then, when the wind blew 
the smoke miKh on one side, I could see 
-feveral ragged mountains of yellow (sul* 
phur, I suppose). I endeavoured to ga 
quite round ; but was almost suffocated by 
the smoke, and obliged hastily to retire* 
You descend with great difficulty, some- 
times almost up to the knees in ashes. — ^The 
stones, ashes, &c. are so burnt that they 
make a composition harder than marble, 
which is called lava. It is of an iron-grey 
colour ; and serves for chimney-pieces, ta*. 
Wes, and snuff-boxes : but is not beautiful ; 
yet, if you choose it, I will send you some. 
Vesuvius is at once the terror and the 
happiness of all this neighbourhood. Xt 

H % 
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is often the occasion of earthquakes, and 
sometimes overwhelms whole cities ; but its 
subterraneous fires make all the neigh- 
bourhood fertile, and the best wines near 
this place are from the vines half-way up 
the mountain. 

My old friend, sir William Stanhope, is 
here, in good health and spirits, I have 
often the pleasure of seeing him. He in- 
quires about you. 

I beg you to remember my respectful 
compliments to lord and lady Temple. 
When you see my mother, assure her of 
hay duty 5 and my brothers and sister of 
my love. 

I am, my dearest daughter, 
your most affectionate father, 

John Wilkes. 
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LETTER XII.. 

Naples, March »6, i765* " 

I CANNOT ,miss this opportunity, by. 
the Tuesday's post, of writing to, my 
dearest daughter, though I have not sincf 
my last the satisfaction of any of her let- 
ters. I have been very busy in looking 
out for A small house^ and have at last suc- 
ceeded ; for I have taken one ^a little out 
of the town, which commands the neigh7 
bouring hills and this fine bay. I shall 
there, at more leisure than I possibly could 
'^t Paris^ attend to my two works for the 
press. 

I am impatient to know how you find 
liOndon on your return. I have had two 
letters from mademoiselle La Vallerie, in 
which she regrets exceedingly the not 
having heard from you. I wish you to 
write to her, at monsieur D'Espilly's, rud 5/. 



Jacques. Let me beg you likewise not to 
forget madame De Chantereme, nor the ba- 
ronne. Madame de Cliantereine sends me- 
word, by mademoiselle La Vallerie, that she 
wishes you might be entirely with her ;. 
and so does La Vallerie. Madame de Chan- 
tereine would let any masters you choose 
come to her bouse to attend you; and 
would only ask 2000 Kvres a-year for 
yourself, femme-de-chambre, and'footman^ 
I paying all the masteris. This is the sub- 
stance of a proposal to which I have given 
no answer. We must both be content as 
things are, for a little time : aftef that, I 
hope we shall be together ; my text has 
always been " Look forward." Let me know 
all that happens, and what my dear daugh- 
ter wishes ; nobody but she knows my real 
sentiments, and t have always found tliat X 
>could depend on you in every thing. 

This is my fifth letter to you from Na- 
ples. My old friend sir William Stanhope 
and I are much together,^ bijt the people 
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•£tbei country. arQ.toQcHsagrcea,blc to asso* 
cia^ier wittn I always thii^k of the conv* 
pany which. gives me most pleasure; and 
l)e assured^ dearest Polly, that I shall ever 
endeavour to convince you how entirely 
yott possess the heart of your 

affectionate father.,. 

JOUH WUJK.I1. 
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Naples, April 9^ 2765. 
MY 2>EARBST POLLY, 

I HAD the pleasure of writing to you as 
usual by last Tuesday's post ; and of men- 
tioning to you what occurred to my mind 
as the best scheme with respect to yout^ 
self, our relations in RedJion-court, 
and mademoiselle La Vallerie» I have 
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not heard from Fngland since ; thereforr 
all I can add is, I am ever in the same way 
of thinking, and in the same disposition to 
oblige my dear daughter to the utmost of 
xny power. — Let me beg you for the fu- 
ture to write to me always directly here at 
Naples, and only direct your letters d 
monsieur Wilkes y a Naples^ It a lie. You 
must order the servant who carries them 
to tl^e post-office in Lombard-street, to* 
pay the postage ; or they will not come. 
A letter is twenty days in the common 
passage from London to Naples : if the 
wind is contrary, ft is more. I suspect that 
the multiplicity of business Mr. Foley and 
Mr. Panchard have at Paris, prevents: 
their clerks giving the attention one could 
wish to send the letters of their corre- 
spondents by the first post after they arrive. 
1 he direct way therefore from London to 
Naples is the best. 

I am every day sending to the post, withi- 
out having got any letter since that of" 
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January 30 ; which makes me extremely 
uneasy. I shall continue, however, to 
write ; and beg my dear girl to write every 
week. All the other letters I. directed to 
you at your uncle Heaton^s : this comes 
under Mr. Nesbitt's cover. 

I am just got into a pleasant house, in a 
sweet situation, where I am from morn- 
ing to night with a pen or a book in my 
hand. That is my present business, which 
entirely occupies me. In the eating-room 
are your crayons of the woman's head, 
and the basket of fruit ; and your picture 
by Mr. Fossier, which I always fill a glass 
to in the absence of the dear original, — 
whose I am, with all the tenderness of a 
father's love, 

John Wilkes, 



H 5 
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Naples, April i6> 1765^ 
MY DEAREST POLLY, 

It was the highest satisfacUoii to me 
on the loth tp receive tliree of youf ]fi)^ 
ters, of very distant dates, -Tfeey are of 
February 6 and 15, and March 6. I 
guess that one has miscarried^ fbc I dare 
jsay that you wrote to me between thqr 
a 5th of February and the 6th of March. 
1 thank you very much for the cntcrtaint- 
inent these three charming letters have 
afforded me, and for all the marks of 
affection you give me. Let us both con- 
tinue to love one another more than all 
the rest of the world, and that will sweeten 
every thing, however cross and disagree- 
able it may appear. I beg you for the 
future to write to me directly at Naples, 
Italy I and I believe, according to the 



ntles at our po$t-ofBce> it must Ee paid 
fbr when it is put in. 

I am much concerned to hear that my 
dem: sister Sally has been so dang^rously^^ 
ill. I hope your next will gi^e me the 
agreeable news of her perfect recovery^ 
Pray, let her know how ardently I msh it ; 
and assure her of my best love, and itoy 
mother of my duty. 

h miss Daridson as handsome as she 
was two years ago ? My complimentl 
attend her, and her worthy father. 

I am very glad to hear that you bave 
danced so frequently ; it is a nobie^ and 
elegant ex^&reise : but pray take care hot 
to dance toe long at any one time, as 
your constitution is so delicate ; and I fear 
your sitting up too late. The city, I find, 
grows not only elegant, but luxurious ; I 
believe, even equal to the polite endofth« 
town. 

Who is the Mr. Mason you mentioa ? Is 
\Jie not the nephew of the lateMr. £dwai40> 
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of Turjrick ? — ^I am glad your little tour tt> 
Harrow amused you^ How does my 
nephew and namesake Jack*? Remember 
me to him, and to blue-eyed Nancy, &c;. 
I long to see them ; but much more my 
sweet girl. 

I am much diverted with the particulars 
you mention about me in the English pa- 
pers. Our news writers are very welcome 
to take my name in vain whenever they 
want a paragraph, or it answers any pur^ 

pose to them. I wish you to tell me every 
thing that amuses you. 

I am glad you was so well entertained at 

Coyent Garden. Is Mr. Garrick yet re- 

tulrned to his own theatre of Drury Lane ? 

c^ is the town impatient for him I 

You cannot read Pope too much. He 

is the most correct of our English poets; 

though he has not the strength and copi- 

*'^ His natural 8od> John Smith, who was then at 
Harrow school, and whom be called his nephew. 



JOHW WILKES, ESa. I57 

crasness of Dryden, nor of my dear 
Churchill. 

My dear girl frequently mentions many 
little particulars, about which she asks my 
advice. The distance is so great, that it is 
impossible for you to receive my answer in 
time. I trust to your prudence, which I 
know is very great ; and your affection for 
a father who honours you more than all 
your sex, and loves you beyond any per- 
son in the world. 

I am here quite retired : I have not been 
out but once for a fortnight, nor seen any 
body but sir William Stanhope and major 
Ridley. I am amusing myself (as I hope 
that J shall others afterwards) with my pen. 
Tlie edition of Churchill, and the History, 
occupy ine entirely ; and I look into futu- 
rity for the pleasing days when we shall be 
together. I am ever, my dearest daugh- 
ter, beyond what any words can tell you, 
your affectionate father, 

John Wilkes. 



iSt MXMOIR8 ay 



Naples, April 23-, 1765^ 
I HAVE been ever since the 12th in 
the most impatient expectation of the 
entertainment your letters always afford, 
I mentioned in my letter to you last week, 
that the last I received was dated March 6; 
but I have the comfort of thinking there 
are several from you on their way to 
Naples. I continue to write every week ; 
for it is the greatest pleasure as well as 
consolation tb me in this cruel absence. 

I am here in such a retirement as is 
perfecdy suited to my schemes, both for 
ray friend's works and my own. Ilay 
here (I mean in the house I have hired 
'out of the town, though within its jurisdic- 
tion), for the first time, oa the 3d of 
this month ; and I have been only once in 
Naples,, to dine with sir William Stanhope, 
aind he has been once to dine here. You 



aree by this how closely I att?end ta tmsi- 
ness : and how much- I have at heart to 
shew the world how 1 loved Churchill ; 
and what influence those I toved, even 
when gone from: us, retain over me. 

Has my dear girl seen lord or lady Tem* 
pie lately ? Etoes my mamma Wilkes ever 
visit in Red Jion^court ? Has monsieur 
Gay been lately to pay his compKments to 
you ? Is miss Penton married ? Have you 
received the book and gloves I sent yoil 
by Mr. Yeo (I mean Le Siege de Calais) f 
Does Pope continue to please you ^ Are 
you very fond of Shakspearc ; of his best 
pieces, — Richard the Third, Hamlet, Lear^ 
Othello, Miacbeth, and the Tempest? let 
rat know all your pleasures : nothing can 
add so much to my own. 

Lord Beauchamp, I hear, is still at Flo* 
fence; Mr. Bigge is returned to Rome» 
It is a rule all over Italy, for the persons 
who are already there to visit the new- 
corners* The contrary custom pievails in 
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France. — I have not been to visit any new- 
comers, as I choose to live retired. The 
best company, however^ I see at sir Wil- 
liam Stanhope's, at lady Orford's, and at 
the houses of two or three of the nobility, 
when I choose it — which is very seldom. 
If my dear girl was at Naples, I should not 
complain of the rigour of my fate, nor the 
injustice done me. 

. The weather has been very rainy till 
yesterday. It is now as fine as can be 
imagined. On the continent it is scarcely 
known what a beautiful green is, such as 
our lawns are in the beginning of spring ; 
in England it is scarcely known what a 
fine blue the arch of heaven is here, — ^pure, 
serene, and unclouded, sometimes for 
weeks together. Fine weather and warm 
suns are what distinguish Italy ; but I own 
J love my, native country so well that I 
Bhall hail the inclement fogs of Old Eng- 
land, when I can with honour and dignity. 
If I cannot ever with those two circum-r 
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Stances in our own island, then we^illi 
my beloved daughter, contrive our meet- 
ing here, or in France ; and it shall be, I 
hope, soon, — though not so soon as I wish- 
ed. In the mean time, my most pleasing 
thoughts are about you, and my last glass 
of wine and water (for pure wine I sel- 
dom touch) is always to your health and 
pleasures. 

Commencez aujourd'hui le cours 

D'une longue suite d'annees. 

Esperez^ en croissant, d'heureuses destin&sj 
Et qu unc belle humeur anime vos beaux jours t 

II si^d mal k quinze ans d'etre triste et r^veuse. 
Mais n'accordez k vos desirs ^ : ' ^ 

(Si vous avez dessein d'etre toujours heureuse/ 
Que ce que la nature a d'innocens plaisrrs* 

So sings the elegant Pavilion : your goodr 
sense does not want such advice ; but the 
verses came into my head, and they are so 
pretty I could not help transcribing them. 
Good night, dear Polly ! remember me 
to all our friends. You do not know how I 



miss ycnx^ nor how often I think of you m 
all my little anuisefnents* I shall eT€r be^ 
iny sweet girl, 

your most affectionate Iktberi 

John WiXKsr* 
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Naples, May j, 176$* 

I HATB sent every day for the last 
.month, my dearest Polly, to the post, in 
the hope of receiving some of your letters; 
for I am persuaded that you have not 
omitted writing to me, and I need not re- 
peat that the greatest satisfaction I have in 
my exile is hearing from my beloved 
daughter. I am sometimes uneasy for 
your health ; and the more so, as the wea- 
tjier has been woESe than was ever known 
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m this fine climarc. We have had a de- 
tege of rain ever since the beginning of 
April ; and the Neapolitans say that it is 
colder now than in November or Decem- 
ber. I will however try to keep up 
. my spirits | and **' Hope" shall still be my 
motto. Lest my other letters should hav«^ 
miscarried, I repeat that I beg you to 
write to me directly here, a monsieur, 
inonsieur Wilkes^ a Naples ^ lialie i and 
isomcthing must be paid, I believe, on thp 
letter's being put into the post-house. 

Last Saturday I assisted at the great fes^ 
tival which is kept twice a-ycar here, ft 
is on occasion of the liquefaction of the 
blood of St. Januarius, the patron of the 
kingdom of Naples. All the nobility and 
the people were assembled. There was a 
very fine concert performed in the church 
where this miracle was to be performed* 
A cardinal came in great pomp, dressed 
in his scarlet robes; and soon after was 
brought a glass case, containing two chry- 
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stal phials. These were held up to the pee* 
pie. I stood on the steps of the altar ; and 
saw in the largest a thick red substance, 
.which lo9ked like coagulated blood. In 
the smaller phial was a substance not so 
thick. After the glass case containing the 
phial had been held up for some time, it 
was brought near a head of the saint, — made 
of brass, but having on a large mitre en- 
tirely covered with jewels and precious 
stones. The cardinal then repeated seve- 
ral prayers in Latin, and kept turning about 
the glass case for about twenty minutes,; 
when on a sudden, bowing to the peo- 
ple, he cried out ^* The miracle is done !" 
in Italian, and the multitude seemed fran- 
tic with joy — the women especially. A 
little before, they were grown mad with 
impatience ; and began to tear their hair, 
beat their breasts, and make furious howl- 
ings, praying God to pray St. Januarius 
to perform the miracle. If the miracle 
does not happen (in tlie Neapolitan phrase). 
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the people here expect some dreadful 
disaster. After the liquefaction, the car- 
dinal (on his knees), the imperial ambassa- 
dor, &c. &c. kissed the reliqk with great 
devotion. The people now think them- 
selves safe against Vesuvius, and all other 
dangers, for six months at least. — I should 
have mentioned that a sacred oratorio is 
performed in the church just before the 
liquefaction, the book of which was given 
me. There are three persons introduced 
in this oratorio; God Almighty, Religion, 
and the City of Naples. I will soon send 
you a translation of it. I tell it my dear 
girl just as it passed, while it is fresh in 
my mind. 

Is Mr. Garrick yet returned to Eng- 
land ? Have you got your book of maps, 
which I sent by Mr. Yeo.> I hear the 
gloves were seized. — Let me know how you 
amuse yourself, and every mark of kind- 
ness shewn you ; that I may prove I am 
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not ungrateful to my best friends^ those 
who are kind to my daughter. 

I am ever, my dearest Polly, 

your most < affectionate father, 

John Wilkes. 



^Naples, May ai, 1765* 
MT DEAREST FOLLY, 

I HAD the great entertainment of your 
letter of the 20th April on the 17th of 
this month; .and in it was enclosed .« note 
from the comptroller of the foreign officii 
** that it was necessary, when letters were 
put into the post'.ofBce for Italy, tojpay the 
postage at the same time ; if that was 
omitted, it was usual to return the letters :*' 
however, lie paid me the compliment of 



forwarding it^ and desired the shliling due 
might be sent. I beg the favour of you 
therefore to send one of my brother Hear- 
ton's servants, or his clerk, to the .general 
post-office Lombard-street, with the shil- 
ling for the conaptroUer of the foreign of- 
fice ; and desire the servant to mention on 
'what account it is due. Por the future, be 
-60 good to be particularly careful that the 
-servant pays the postage on putting the 
letter into the office. 

Now I come^ to answer my dear .girl's 
letter, I am very glad that the two letters, 
of the 26th March and April a, came td 
your hands; but you do not mention 
that you received some of the forna^r 
which I wrote to you, — from Modena Ja- 
inuary 17, from Rome February x6, and 
.from Naples the 7th and 19th March, i 
do not find that you have yet received: any 
©f these letters. 

I have heard two or three times froia 
^oor La Vallerie^ who by no means Uces 
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farr present sttuaiion at Paris. ^ If ymtcckiiSf 
pfcvsA for her coming to Red-lkmnpourt/ 
ahe nvottld set out immediately^ ; aad fo^ 
ite^t write to her directly from Londenf' 
m mcMisieur d'Espilly's, ^ la croix <f tr, r«e 
£li Jacques. She has -motvey enough ia 
her hands, from the sale of thefurn^re) 
&c. and of her own.— I have above hjilf 
jQnished my edition of Churchill; and at 
present intend to stay here only a few 
mpntj^s more, and to go somewhere else tp 
print it : but this my dear girl shall know 
sQon, and some other circumstances which 
1 believe she will like. 

I assure you that I was never more dis-- 
appointed than in the inhabitants of Italy. 
I expected to see a very clever and. po* 
lite people ; on the contrary, you cannot 
imagine any thing more ignorant, more 
ill-bred, or more coarse, than they arc. 
Their conversation is shocking to a mo- 
'deat ear. You may imagine from this, 
how disagreeable it would be to you to- 



imike utftKmj in tfaU cooiitiy. — The tra^ 
Telliag too is -wone than I con describe. 
^^^^ Tilt roiicls are bad ; and in many pfaices ti» 
mniom at ali in their houses^-— in moifc 
only paper. The wooden shutters are 
opened in the day-time; but when a Mom 
of rain or wind happens, the roota is shut 
up, and candies are iighted. Fbr thre6 
days I could get nothing to eat but red 
herrings, cggi^ and bread. The people 
have a deal of low cujining and tricking, 
but very little sense. 

I regret that you did not see the shew 
of lord Byron's trial. Pray write to good 
inadame Chantereine from time to time: 
she loves you as much as if you were her 
daughter. Have you seen Mr. Cotes lately^ 
gr any of that family ? I have not once 
wrote to your uncle Heaton : because I 
would not write a harsh letter; and I havt 
not yet forgiven him the ill-nature of not 
letting tny daughter have with her a ser- 
vant she liked. If I do write some time 

TOU II. I 



hcnce^ It will only.be becaiee jfoa dean it, 
and: I caa refiose you noikiiig. 

I ti$a3i be Tvrj happy to iseccuRe. Ae 
df^wifig you mention ^ it should be cut 
c}fi» because, of the post» and Iwitt pasne 
it; on Qth^ ptp^r afierwards. 
. i^^AfiHgm y»^ at S^lesfor a- month;. 
QOtwithithe JAf$> Aeton- wlio: was at Paris,, 
but ta FreBd^ Mr«# A^n*~who diverted 
n^is^ry nuic^ — l^w^ ]!||[<wntstuart and his. 
g^araop. are gone. They lodgpd at th<i 
Inn ratted Stephano*s» on the banks.of the 
ao^ tshilQ L^aa there; but n|)t a wocd 
p)^«ed^bf)t»«et» us^, 

: Jt^efiiebiber:. nifr t9 2^: ow ccMaammn 
Iri^n^fi ;, and be, assured; I shall ever: b6' 

*i your aflfectianate father, 

- JoHM Wilkes. 

J^* )K» «Wi ^Wd <wr l%df Temple 
lately, or^ my. of vouc BockkighaitiSHfee. 
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MY DEAREST POLLY,- . 

:loii^i> your agree^He Idtttfrt^fM^^'gOy' 
ye^tetrd^y*^ I l^'W nfver mbsed; wridag 
ta ,i^ir 4^^:^^^ ev^ry vf^k; and I ant sn* 

^ W^W. ^hkb 1 beg nlay be contiauedc 
Major Ridley^ an Eogliak foitoi of: 
njHif >-is) g9i^ ne}ct-Thus9dty fram'^heiice 
to Mars^Ule&y in a Frefich sldp;: I take 
tb.|^,of^F(p«ify of^quittiiigl Itsdy tait^er 
than rthc goii^ by land; cfaididerii^^ tfaci 
badgesa of tbt^ roadji^ atnd of ail softs of ^ 
aci^emffiodatiojls : I tot\& not go in a; 
smail tartan without somfe one friend^ 
atiid^I wo^ld niot cHobseoite xnbre agtee* 

The- pas^ge has b^en /StKxletiiti^ M6 
weeki^ooinetiinecl three; butf^s'M^ a^ ever 
I % 



p^y yc^^my cqmRlitncnt3|,^3j the po^t^-^^ 
ifcy? J^M ^i>^;}\^rtc history pf my, voyage 
Jjpeaji ^^pr^scnt to.j^o /rotn iy!ar5j5iUc& ixj 
Geneva, on a shojrt visit to Voltaisci ;. wd 
froq^}thcm:e.tQXiaustane, to print my edi- 
Ijjl^j qf^hjii;d)ill. I beg my dear daugh- 
ter to write to me at Geneva; and to in- 
quire at the post-office if the letter is not 
to be pmd for, as is'^cmial with the foreign 
posts. I order all letters to be sent after 
me to Geneva. 

This little tJbtrlr r^txlindS me of our pas- 
sage by the Needles, and our Isle of Wight 
expeditiak" I ^a3l never forget the cir- 
cumstance of the variety of bird*, tJf your > 
,eQiurage,wli^n we fired m n^r youi »nd 
i^l^tbi^ilMglx we all had with poor Haffiii 
JS^j .B^talas!; lean have no ciJinpanythft^ 
3)|f3^es jnf ,l>ilf aamuch in this littjie voyajgfii* 
l^ltltoughjtM m^r is very sensibl^-^ aod 
^m^at)^k«\ I^et us hope, my dei^r angel, 
lfea^;l«ftiJi»vc:many ::Si^fc Jh^py viinjo^.jil 



Store. I please myself in the presei* 

yoyage, that I ani still draining ncafek t0 

yciu ; but wherever I am you Will be sul* 

th^t you will alwayB be suj^remc in thfc- 

heart of your ' • . *' 

. afFcctionate father^'-' 

John Wttit*^^ 
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Marseilles^ Julj pt 1 765*. , 

MY P2ARBST POLLYt 

I PAID my compliments to you^ fit>m 
Naples^ the post before I embaf ked*for thk 
place. Major Ridley and I took our pas- 
sage aboard a small French taitan, ilDed 
the St. Pierre, on Thursday evenihg, June 
Qij. Our good frieod, sir William Stan* 
bope^ «ra^ si^ oUigin^ u-toc^^W^j^ 



^4 ^ imiioiRft'' dy ^ 

M oAlbofttid ; ahd seemed^ to t^ki^ pky m 
txs'M tkt fttiftllDoss o£^ the ve^el, sa^ilSi 
j^adnets of accipmmodiidom. Wk co»ir 
ferted Mrselves with pur betfigile^lfiiii^ 

on the sea, on account of 'tt^p'v^flfefef^ 

being so good a sailer ; and on our ivdlrf- 

iti^ Italian foftds^ Italian inns/ ^Ci^^hl^ 

afe riiost execrable, ^-''i^vrj 

^ ^ ' 'Tfe^r^ was 3o dead a caTiri that ** dM 

%tbt gk our of the;^lph of 'Napks till tlfe' 

tiigjet^ iflchi4hgj bnd several times wfe "Wei* 

becalmed at s^a,. W)? M^ laid in a Httib 

lilbek of \hc( and %'eal ; as wellais live'stire, 

^ they ar^ called. . Our live stock ^iS- 

sidted of only fivte fowls; which were ][Wtt 

e€o death, and devoured, three days 'befttffe 

^we reiiched land. A lal-ge pk was bf^ti- 

fccllent service to tJs. The 'majof 'attd»i 

rtirahk your health regulariy*'twice^'id«y\ 

/bflt 'we*i;rtrc so^batfly bff^for tecomijifito- 

nibnsvi wc qouhl «ot "wiih -yott \#ith iis«*- 

. jbaogk^wciwUhed' Qupsehfe^cwifk you.^ 

At last we got near Toulon, which is'jfccq^ 



:^4ayi afei^oaj July 7 ;-s^ *^ wtr/laar 

zfpim m. fos^ Mar«cflies, ^Md cm F^yf^ 
^ipns. as. iTteell as q\xs piatipaoe almost csr 
l^^^df we chose to get to land ^ soml 
^ we, could ;- and we got into Toulank We 
lay there that night ; axidyeeterday at fow^ 
^jg set Qii^^tjlbjf thk place,, which w^ readied 
libout ^x ^u the eycnhig* : Tlic road> like 
idmostall ithe rest ia Fraiice, is very gooc^ 
)j^( scarcely an.y pav^^ 

I was . greatly disappointed at Tcwloa. 
The town is quite mean; but the docte- 
gflirds;^. &C:. are tery considerable. : 1 1 does 
^t seem to . me above, one-tialf so big. as 
Pover* Froni Toulon to Marseilles tl*e 
c<>witry is^ very 'poor and baTreni > YoU see 
iew trees, btit; fits and cti^^9, bot4i ^iitcft 
will grow almost any where except ^an richi 
^Isl T)1)0 olit^tree ifi dis)igfeeal>le^ for 
k'Asasim'jre brown> «heii <H&ve]^gectj«i 



^gi,'x)ri bodftf ;6f the I^*<iAc!i tart^;^?^!^! 
f ffejf aAie iiot'yet aittVea; altkougli they ai# 
^ffecfed-' ^ery hborJ ' I^Kfll' Bfoyn-'wai 
-Jcir-iicif thewHote Yoya^ ;-bta I tkipeiSi 
folAaMy 'wffell.-^niy, froaf "tkb Ji'ca^ '<if tfi« 
stte] % face bifi'hs'fik^e hoi! eo^Ji'" ^'■'''" 
^^^W^ 'haaS»hat ii caMcM i' vkiklspiv^' 
bt^ik Virr^ *ekr- tis.' It is a! 'Tciiid' of whirfl^ 
v^Stf jrt'scarf"l"ne cTo'vicls are drtvcri rouiul 



T jc 



a?i(!P%cr itaW of the sea is caf ried u|f WitT^ " 
vast violence ^ill it ^oins Witli that iiiltli^ 
t^itiO^i ^Smtietitnes small vessels 'Kav^ been 
tiunk by.^iti'^^rA caiinbn is'c^etf' firetf vP 
dissipatifa^^itj ^ 'Kiatmbtth We saw was nei- 
thef^l^!g(Vf n)RVig^9 ^or near enough to us» 
to give ua any apprehensions. — I thouglit 
this short account of it might divert you> 
as At: i* really curious* 
. I know very little as yet o£ Marseilles, 
for I haye not ^ clean shirt till Btown ar-* 
lives i but in passing through the streets^^ 



c. 



tjb^r^^m tobc.piany cpnsidcralplc^build- 
jngs, an4. the. town is Fcnmrkable fo?^ ^ 
ireat trade. I write by this post fo you^ 
ungle. Heatpn ; but, for fear of accidents^ X 
wish yoij to" send him a little note thft It 
am^* arrived here' safely in my way to Ge?^; 
neva, where I beg him td direct my 1ft*. 
ters.^ I be^ my dearest daughter to ^jscf' 
likewi§e^ ^d ;to i^vour me with her cpi^r*^ 
respondenpe. every week. I ^ope,. as sopa. 
as^ I arrive at Geneva to rcpw ve twp or, 
thf^^<^, at joast pf your letters^, and^the njiostv 
a^rpesibie n^m of your health. • ^ , . 
' ^J^,^m^.9^t^^m(^9 tenderness than word^H 
^?f} ^B^lj^^y W.4w95t daughter, . j j-uj -- 
ivo Ki-vr> ^ your aff^Uoaate fathery ni ;;> 

t;K J...1, I ,' 1 . . ^ ■ ' '.. 
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.Jforscilles, July lo, ^765. 
Hr pgAl^Mjr POLLY, 

I H^n tl^c, plpa/iui;? of writing, you, a. 
Va^, l^tt^r J yesterday by the pp^tj; but, 
tbc opportunity,. p^, ?er^dfng J^u.a fin^^ 
print, by.cappia Welldone, h^s. raad?. na.CL 
iesUme th« jqn. 1 zxn wjeU, but'iptqiyitij. 
rec/?yered'of my ten d^js sea, vaj^ge*'^ "* 

The print is done by the famxpu^ Angji-. 
7ic2^ Kauffm^vo,' wjio is the. first pa jrifeMn 
'Europe; and her paintioga arealioWeif^ 
*have the graQj^of !$.^phae],,tjie^armtli 6tf 
Corre^ig's^ colouring, and the delicacy of 
Guido. 

The post-chaise of the captain is at^the 
^oor; therefore I have only time to kdd 
that I am ever '^ 

yours most tenderly, 
„ ., ^ . , John Wilkes. 



joHH.FI%?f?|jfjt,J!?sa. f^ 

This drawing won the prize of the aca- 
demy of St. Luke at Rome. 
I wrote. tayo^und* H*rten yesterday. 



,. . ,. , , LETTER XXT. ., ^ ^ j.^ 
Genera, July ap, ijof/ 

-ir-'-f . • ; ...... ..... .. r ^,\' 

,I«rY DTJAREST POLLY^ 

^, J HAYft opiy time, l^fore the^qst goes, 
fromh^nce* to tell you that- 1 am arrived 
ja gpod health here; through very, bad 
/roads^/.a^d a$ bad accommodations ai yo^- 
C|Uii imagine* By Friday's post you.shaU. 
}:i^ysc pny tow. In th? mean: time. I shajl 
-/Only jsay,. that in half an hour Fgo t:oJ>iy.' 
my compliments to the celebrated Voltairjq, 
fl9i\g wi^h. lord Ahinjgdon. /^, 

, , I shall ever be, more than my, pen cajOf 
ever tell you, my dear angel, 

your most affectionate 

and' ooliged fiitfacr. 



%» 


"«%i«lldrt«"'oi» 
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^ . Geoeva, August 6, 1765. 

i 1 pj^Ar that I tired you with an a^oytii 
oFa flull SGBL voyage of ten days from Nih 
pks to T(>)iion. My land excursion fmnt 
thftnoe to Geneva is rather more fruitfiit 
df events* ' • -nin 

'I had the pleasure of the major*s com^j^ 
pany qiiiie to Grenoble, the capital: of 
Diuphm^. I went to the parliament-hoose 
there; out of respect to the members^ 
who had made about two years agoa no^ 
bk straggle in favour of liberty. They, 
have an' excellent picture of Louis> Vi- 
there ; but nothing else' remarkable^ and^ 
the town is but indifferent;-— the sitoa* 
tion is, however^ agreeable among tha^ 
mountains. - 

^'I went'from Grenoble to see the£r(andQ: 
Quirtreuse ; wh\ch is the chief monastery 



of the Chartreux, and where the general 
chapter is held once in every year. It 
is about eight 4eagti<^^5iWrn Grenoble; 
sunong the most savage rocks, and gloomy 
woods, you can imagine. The situation 
inspires horror rather^ thdrf *^^hstWnes8. 
"Fhe m<g>nks&;re extremely hos^itaUei,^ aind 
efitertain strangers v6ry weH^ OGhey itpeato 
dnly'on partkolar d^; butj^pite toad^ 
Mfmr is appoiatdd^to rco^vfiJaiid tondito 
the honours to strangers, and d)c^^/te 
ghiitAl may always taJfcv^ They ^eai! ho' 
Iteab^ b»t they have A$h ^f lall vSQt«9^i 
atid garden«<tafF« They are^ alloO^e^ ^ttfH 
drink' wine^ and Jthe fire ^/o/ra/ sent mdi 
a present of the best Burguody I ever^ 
tasted. They receire all strangers; -aodi 
there arte separate apartaieAts for thet 
Soglish, French, Spaniards, &c^ with ai 
lai^' hall for each to dine in. The^ 
fauildmg is immense, and i^ear it are^smatt; 
houses for all kinds of workmep^ ilhf(\ 
tblrw.;^ and. waaas ifr«U ant^ritaiAfdra^itiia 



huttxst^ cheese^ and vAot4 I ought tQibdv^ 
OKAtioned fifat- the pioivs. O9&vtcatett0it: OC 
the good Others; Ythick edified roegffidtlf^ 
tfboMgh not quite convert^ so^^tipit^^^iif 
hoTQtic a^ »y dear P0lly. knwys p^ ifirJlp^H 
l^fMy of tbft fathers' Imr* lif e<i q^uph in 
tbengjiy. world ; and arein4tswitnily gcj^*^ 
winj-rrWtyhpftHJte and easy,, andkoptin t\Hf 
ka»t( pceii^bt%» Seveca:! of tli^eis. w^re j^lyr; 
sons of groat fortunes^ viha., hats^ft yqIuqw 
tarily retired there* They have each a 
Ijedrchapaber, an antichamber, a cabinet,' 
and a: garden'; with a variety of ironahd 
Woddeh instrumems to maKe chairs, baxc%' 
2ic. to.atniiae themselves. 

Xhef e is a very old chapel dedicated^ t^. 
the Virgin Mary, called Sti Brano'sxhapel: 
(the founder of the order) • It ii a .strange 
antique building, much higher ainofig fhe 
rbcksuthaa the fM-esent convent, T?he old 
convent stood th)&re»; hut a^ great fra^enlg 
d£\ tbe^irook tumbling' down^ md'^u^s^ 



mimi^oi^lp^^i db)age4^efatvkii83» 
t$t bpjtc^ ^h^f^ t^i^ Chaftiw^ not» standi^ 
Xhe lar|iop^{A^'n»|f>fiqbn^^r Pacisy usbieh^ 
i^lpaiiii^^ for hS'&tfiqmeft&^ hold^^^«[j^4et9 

^tfSn^ly ^rOlcii thoxiglvit was fhc' e;i4 o# 
July r^(| there is simo^t perp€iru^lc»lw 
ifeere# fh^'rowl from Gr<snoble^ t^ it i« 
|tuorig ¥o*ksj ancj(ov0r pre^ipic^?, vflth-fift^ 
qbs(tc^4es( tumbling dovs;n in a most^^FOOMgH 
t?;^' manner ♦»' 3 

^ /' • : . . ' . * . i 

II . - - ••••'■■ 

^.* Th9 foUowiog i4 ^.gopy, of th^ e^Uiy M^itfep 
bjr Mf . Wilkes in the Album of the Grande; Char^ 
treuse. 

*♦ I faad'Jhe happiness of passing the entire day 
<f.]ia\y'240 1765, IB. this, ramanttc place» ^intb'lbe^ 
good fathers of the Grande Chartreuse; and I 
reckon it among the most agreeable of my life. I 
^^?, ch|fla;»f4. with, thp . hospi^ajity an^ politetn^t 
imc^..M[itb, a^d: edified by the coQversptigaol thj^^. 
Mr^ S^rf4 ^^4 the ti^^. coa^u^ur. The savage-, 
»eM of the wopd«i. ^ ^ovm of' tht^roctai, audi: 
t^A9WAct)«(aiiytvi4v flpospire to make 4he.min4 



I found my gopd friend, )ord,,A^i^^|R^ 
don, here; and we v^nt together tp sf^^ 
Voltaire, I was charmed with the^re^ccpjjj 
tion he gave me, and still more wjih th% 
fine sense and exquisite wit of his conv^rr^ 
sation. He put me to the Bliish by ihf^ 
m.apy compliments he paid me.;, and il^e 
n\ost generous offers he made ode. aboufr^ 
his printers, &c. I do not kno^ jvl^j}^ j^^ 
have been 50 highly entertained; but I 
know,* after all, that I had ruther be witfc 
mtf dear girt than with the first wits or 
beauties in the world. 

I read in the foreign papers, as well as 
the English, a variety of articles about 
myself, which amuse me. Every thing, 
however trifling, which can regard a man 



pensive, .and tolmU^ to rest all the turbulent goiltv 
pa^aioD* -of the soaL I felt mucb- regret at ieavli^ 
^Q place and the ^ood fathers^ .but I cftriy wttk m^ I 
tke iiv^Uest seote of thek goodness. >.( 



JOHN VilkiY/ ilsa. ^ 

ij^^ name has' been* so often prihtecl,' be- 
comes interesting to the ptibKc. I 1^*; 
tliftt^'n^-wrirefs take 'my name in vain zd 

i ■ St 

oRch as they please; They get by so 
maA/' paragraphs^, and I am amused is 
x^ii as^bthers with tli'eir nonsense* * 

^ftay',' my dearest Polly, write to me'' 
cf^ry week; and be assured of the unal-' 
tdtible affection of * '. '^^ '^ ; 

*' ' your obliged father, > 



JLBTT£R XXIXI. .5 



\ 



Paris, Hotel dc Saxc, Sept. 30, 1765, 

^ MT DEAREST DAUGHTER, 

*• ' • • . . " . • I. • • • • • 

After a tedious journey from Gteneva^ 
I 2myeA jftj^his capital of politeness ^nd * 
luxury, yesterday morning at oneV 1 am 
now *J)retty' well, but the two last days I 



>;: 



lft6 ' M£M^ll9 &r 

was otrt erf order at Geneva. I dkied at 
die good bafon*s, and there were a thou- 
sand inqttirics after you. — Every thing 
there goes on m the santic agreeable way. 
The Parisians seem overjoyed to see again 
t man wtio nrnek admires their life ftnd 
^ety. J 

I went yesterday to monsfcur TtEsfXIlfs 
to see mademoiselle La VaUerie ; but she 
was gone oiit, as well as D'Espilly and his 
wi&. I expect her here this morning ; hdkr 
as the post goes out so early, you caiuiot 
in this letter have any more news of iter 
than that she is well. 

I would not delay by this first post pay- 
ing my respects to my dearest Polly : by 
tlM ne:^t you shall hear nvore. I have only 
to add a truth above fifteen years old,—- . 

that I ^m your affectionate father, 



J OHM VliLKU^ OlSQ. tl7 



LETTER XXIV. 

*»: 1 r ' . " w J " • ; ^ 

*7^;.-. .' W.. ;,,,,,: . 

Hotel de Saxe, Rue du Colombier, JTpv. i> 1765. 

ietiter of October a2 from Cla^am $ and 
ib^Htjankk S am sorff y^m have Bot yet got 
irito' warm winter-quaF^ers at Londoiu 
t^tm ift'iii'liie cotrntry towards the end of 
tDcftobcT'a raw'coldfioss in the aiv^' whidi 
lofiAjrwas very* disagreeable,' aiid I tkoughit 
1»^ a^66d -deaJr eorrected by the smoke 
of the thousami fires b}a3H)g in. town. I 
tiiei^efore wished you rather in towib; afid 
tbove( ail i«-the t^mti- ef Rw?is,— becauBe I 
tinvtlmre^ ^and yoisr imth^r dislike^ m& ndr 
thid- s|(rigfa% imtfon* » 

A^^g *H© many chatiges wbick ^t 
dal^ taking j^ace in our countryj some 
are talked of ih -which' Lam not a little inr 
tere$ted. The consequences I do not ftally 
kiiow. In tbe mean time madame Chan* 



mtmc and I talk much tboeti'jcnfr de3t 
m8$ WilL»^ and she would bevery^^fliS 
of your Gocnpaoy under her robfv^^'I didi 
Bol yet know the result of '5bme ochev 
things yet in agitation in London, dKl^ 
therefore at pre^ei^t take w^>fy {^s^tion ; 
but I think that we, shall not lot^be sepa^ 
rated* My first and fondest wish id, that 
we may soon meet, 

MadethoiWlIe l^ Vallerie has been ill for 
^week; and the whole artillery of medi- 
cine» as usual, has been played off against 
her, — physicking, bleeding, &c. She Is 
still weak, but better. She desil-es her best 
respects. . 

I live, as ^sual here ; generally dining 
Cut, and coming home in the evening to 
read or scribble* I miss at Paris my dear* 
est, most amiable, miss Wilkes ; and no« 
thing inakes up for that loss. My greatest 
pleasure is to talk of you with your ol4 
friends. — Madame D'Holbach had your 
letter, and was much pleased with it. The 
baroa and I are more intimate than evec^ 



' — I 



T3^^ ^youngi ^ ! gendemaa i is ^ vterjr mcidf 
faqj-s, aod Bcmrccmies of himself to war^ 
Ims tittle fingers* Monsieur Fossier dined 
ifitii me . last week ; he sends his compli* 
49ents, Good night, 

my dearest daughter 1 
"^ ' ' and believe me ever 

your most affectionate father, 
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LETTER U 
MY DEARtSr COTES, 

I' WROTE to you jiist before tleft Paris, 
and ag^iil fit)*- Rome. I enclosed the 
notes respecting yourself in our dear 
friend's works, which will tell this age at 
least my sense of the many obligations t 
have to you. I take it for granted' bur 
rascally post-office stopped those privati? 
letters, as the officers of the customs did 
the public ones to my quondam consti- ' 
tuents at Aylesbury. There is not a miH 
in Europe who writes to a friend under' 
the disadvantages I now do. I have reasonf 
to fJear the shadow of a pen ; yet I will per- 
severe, — in justice to myself, in love to my 
cdantry, in veneration to the memory of 



poor CburdulL He told me^ and the 
world toO) 

Resoire not ()^atck,-^but^ once fesolVd^ to stroi^. 

I am follpwing every part of the plan I 
had concerted with him. I shall soon be 
h^e iaa philosophical retirement, such, as 
he admired ; in the bosom of philosophy 
and. patriotism, for so you. will fincj it. I 
came here upon principle tp dedicate my- 
self to ray two great works; the edition o£ 
his noblcpoetry, and my History. I have 
taken a house in a healthy situation which 
overlooks the town, and hope to be quietly 
in it in a few days; it will cost me about 
tl^irty-five pounds a-year, l)ut I am obliged 
to buy some furniture; there is no sucH. 
tiding as a. ready-furnished house in this, 
country^ and I need not tell you how ex- 
pensiyCvan inn is here., I shall live quietly 
here withput. goings into the town^ except 
somejimes to sec my old friend sir Williaift 
Stat^^ope; and I will have no incun^brance 
of any kind. 



I bare not hadx)ne line from you unM 
I left Calais ; and I know no more <ft whtr 
has ha{^ned in England since Christmai, 
than of what has happened in Ghiwu I 
mean, from authentic hands ; for I see the 
London Chronicle at ^r WiUi:mi*9» »^ 
lord Chesterfield's letters. He says that all 
great and noble-minded spirit is dead in 
England, and that nothbg now remains 
but the love, of the guinea ; a love, dear 
Cotes, you and I never had enot^ of» 

All the English at Turin, Florence, 
Rome, and here, came to see me. I did 
not go to sir Horace Mann's at Florence : 
but sent my excuses by the French envoy, 
to whom I had letters; that it was not 
from personal disrespect, but from the 
peculiarity of my situation, that I did not 
wait upon him, — ^because I would not em- 
barrass him. I sent the same kind of mes* 
sage to Mr. Hamilton, the minister here, 
both by his brother and sir William Stan- 
Jhope. I have since met him at lady Or^ 



%ff§A% Mi} be thanked nfie for my- civiKty 
^d attention. I was very particularly 
cai^cful in n^y journey from Paris quite td" 
Napi^, Id avoid every possibility of a 
fracas in any country ; for I knew- there 
ificas:- not any where an English mtnistef 
tirha would give himself any trouble to see 
justice done me against a native : and from 
toy pradeace no accident happened. 

The foreign gazettes are very imperti* 
Hently sending me into the service of half 
the princes in Europe. I hope my friends 
irt hcAne do me more justice, and think of 
•me as i do of myself, — ever actually in the 
servieeof England, and for my life un- 
aKcnably attentive to my country. Th6 
. most unjust and cruel persecutions, th^ 
most unmerited outlawries, shall never 
^arp my allegiance. I do not forget the 
preanf page of our history, and a second 
letter, to the borough of Aylesbury shaU 
4oon prove k •. 

*^ ' ' ■ '■ I ■■■' - p ■ I I .1 I, I, , .1 : M^ t 

* 1^6, however, did not write a lecaed letter t9 
the borough of Aylcsbur/. 
TOL« lU K 



several days at Rjotne, and never onoeomv 

of iftwflj^cM .iPs^tendefij^JTitk^ii^ai^^ifiU of 

^STiirJU/ .:]/. <' .^r,i;>i {ijL\ ban biol 

o. .£ wrote 4^k*t«f tQ.di}rii:4u9lariMr.>S!ffe8« 

ofeftt'in reUtiQnctO'tb^Hii9t(B7)/ivlin:It>lG^ 

c i^ei^ anistoua jabout^ ; akii : l»b|d£iihad/cm]k- 

[ tioil;it0>a< private letter; he^^teiU; BltcjctmiSk^ 

!i laU« \I)desired him. to pomsalt iyxanj^iMi I 

\ imve. beard nothing, of. what has ipetn 

/done sinpe* : . miiO 

' Lam entirely ignorant as to myipr^vate 

affairs* My expences at leaving ^Earis, 

L and my journeys here, have cQ%vmt>hQt a 

little. I hear, from sir William SianljcJpe, 

of a real legacy of i ooo 1. ; but I am $till in 

the dark as to the certainty of it. .1* mean 

tp.go on as fast as po^sibl^.^pilnish my 

two great works in peace here ; and I hope 

- to eat my frugal morsel with content and 

i-rhryrfnlnf^Sy — th ong fa m a nya s ig b-and^ear 

escape me for the death of dear Churchill, 

and the absence of miss Wilkes^ you^ lord 



^mnd laHy "Rfeiplei ajid f^I^lbvip, <>^^ tew, 

lord aod lady Temple, to Mr. Oiisio&r, 
-di6 c«B6niel, Mr.; Fit«hwbe*t^ ttc; Be «A 
ngofcdl to: ^rvm to) kne *so6ii;<'and < left Me 
'ikitovr fvc^at Jack €lmid;^l} w^ 
^ i^totheifs works^ and all the pattiouboll 
lissent^ofDCfd ta my letter from Qalais^jH 
.beg 5S0U t&.isend me all^ my letters! to {wbr 
Churchill; my prints of Hampden^ Sid- 
*]iiey;^&c» given -mo by Mr* HoUis^iand 
. tho$e of lord Temple and Mr. Pitt. * ^ 
. • Remember me kindly at ByAeet^ aad 
^-tp Jack*. 

I am ever, dear Cotes, 

gratefully and affectionately yoHrs^' 

. . John Wilkjbs, 

'* His natural son, Jdm Sooitb, 



I9§ VBiffaxks <xr 



tETTER lU 

Naples, May %t, 1765. 
MY OJIAREST C0T£9j 

1 NEED not say to you that no man k 
less disposed to peevishness than I am. 
JNature has favoured me with tolerable 
dispositions ; which I have not been un* 
careful to cultivatcj in a good measure for 
my own peace and quiet. Yet I own that 
I fia'^^e experienced as many vexations as 
inost *men of my age. The loss of 
Churchill I shall always reckon the most 
cruel of all the afflictions I have suffered i 
I will soon convince mankind that I. knew 
how to value 5uch superior .genius and 
fnerit. 

'^ Myabsetlce from England, miss Wilkfes^ 
you, andiafew mor«, I c^tea lament with 
IMXB0 Mcthiaks you should soften k.hj 



letters as frequently as you can. I have 
not had a line from you since the begin* 
ning of Decenab&r; a^d ana entirely in the 
flark as to all the particulars I wrote about 
frwn Calais,— relative to the public, to the 
care of Churchill's works, and to my own 
private affairs. I know not what ammge- 
ments of any kind have been taken : w^e* 
ther I am to draw for any ij^i^g i^f^ 
hence^ or whether there is nothing ^eft^ ^ 
am still in a cruel uncertainty. I kno\p( 
nothing likewise, of what was l^ft finf]!ai4 
10 Foley and Panchaud at Paris. 
- I have seen scarcely any company here^ 
except sir William Stanhope and lady 
Orford. I live ^tie^ and write or read 
ten hopi^ a-day regularly. I have more 
than half finiished the projected edition of 
Churchill ; and my thoughts now turn to-i 
wards the printing it, which I find cannoi 
bfe done here. My History at times has 
been a relief to me from the other w:ovki 
I wait lx> receive from Enghn^k the vamai 



1^ •^*^*»M6¥«8'0#''G' 

pittipMct^ |)ufalHatxed citrelbtiveii tOc'^^^niC 
GknrdhiUy iwtikfa'i^soei^adTcnrtided*' iobthe 
papers* I iiball > be iTeftdy faefttye wisitsr^td 
9tt the prfess to? wbrk for ouri detorufii&ndS 
yalaobk' Remsdns ; aiid if 1' aibi kftiwdiq 
dd^k ds. much' as lamiad presbnt^ipjsba^ 
go to Geneva ot Lausrahnc, j©r Antsterflaatij 
«frflr;pirHTsh a first 'editk)n,^-*leavcErg!if to 
« second to rectify the liiistak^twbiohriiwy 
<}ong absence fr^m England cnay>'faave otL 
casioned. I am ever intent on doingtiwoU 
jwnr to Ae memory of a ^pdrted^frifend 
vfbom I nHsst dearly lo ted^ and dllltibe 
«er.vice9 to rtiy native conn try which ire 
m the reach of my pcx)r abtlkies; ' Yocc^ 
lord Temple, and a few more, wrilli find 
Hthe just tfibute of ptatse which the public 
and! owe ta you>: Biate^ Holland, and 
Sandwich, wilLsee that I think of them 
ju&rasJ-did in Englapd. 
- I bavrno diversions here iof any kind, 
but the^ little company I have mentioned.. 
I a;m now quite alone, for mademol^ei^c 
Corradini and her mother are gone, ffom 



l&pjes^? though the woriA had afc Tittlq 
tol'dO' With my- amosetnetits as )ifeHh oti^ 
fiieiid's.' My country men will; see m.^ 
fchw months how well I hare been co^ 
ployed; ind How siteady I am- isi cviry 
tfarisefin rwhich I am enjgaged ^ for I timk 
|he Notes* are. really good. ,, /) : 
o.t 1 h^ yoU to remember me veryaf&^ 
^WfiHteiy to our agreeable friends at Byrf-' 
flecbj' and to Jack ^f^ iwhdn. you write CO 
4dflni^^^ i j : i ^ 

b t I^m told of ^changes in the ministrf^ 
ntnti •'that some of the ftiends of lifterty>Afe 
dtkeJy to be employed* I shall rejoice ai 
xrvety chan^, becxuse 1 am sure that it mmt 
ibefbfihe better. I am stilldevoted tio ^ thfe 
gdbd old cause:* tmd if those^few whomil 
flo¥e and; trast-caa shew sne iiow J can 
isescre itt^ , I shall be ready at amomeat^s 
notice to sacrifice, every thing 4o. if, cithrpr 

^1 ;;;, V" <■ . — ■ ; •' [ — ,> ■ ; i ■ . .. ■ , ; " . ■ . ■ — T'l r~t — "*" 

* On Churchill : all which (as far as Mr. Wilke* 
proceeded in them) are inserted in the tnird voluxuir 
"if fhfe present work. '^ ^ 



here or in any part of the world ; and I 
desire you wouW, my cfcar friend, repeal 
it to those In whom you confide. 

This is my fourth letter to you since I 
have been transalpine. I hope soon to re- 
ceive one from you, long. and fulU^ Be 
assured, dearest Cotes, no man Iqws j;o«| 
btttf r ; T^ fxiend will ever be more true^ 
jmore ijrateful ; than 

, jwx afie^tiooate »d ^Uigf^, v 

The fasws^ abbe WinckelmaA^, super-; 
iv^ndaot of the antiquities of Rome, ^ 
jsfnt me an antique sepulchral Dra of a^. 
baster. I hare inscribed it to mjy «U^ 
Chiftrcl^iU *. 
^ , * . * ■ > i^ ' i' »rffii\ 

^ The inscription ^m b6 fbtind in v<sl. iii: ]?s^' 
IS^,- of tiie p^es^ woik^^ 
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LBTTBH III. 

i Naples, May a8, 1785. 

Mf BEAREST COTES, ' 

;' 1 HAVE wrote to you several times since 
I left Paris, but without once having the 
favour of a line from. you. I am entirely 
ignorant of all public and private affairs (t 
exdepet only what relates to my daughter), 
^i;his no scoall part of my present vexa- 
tion. I look forward, however, to better 
times ; and feel a resource in my old for- 
titude, adequate to every affliction but 
the death of Churchill and the absence of 
z very few. 

I breathe the same spirit of liberty even 
lA^tkis land of slaves ;. and am ready, when*- 
cjrer the standard of liberty is set up, to 
fight under it, though not quite sg lieac as : 
some of you may. As to the Scottish mi-.^ 
nister^ I remain the same : I did all I could 
^ 5 



iii ^^ ' "VtiiiOTRi OF 

lo'driv^e tfiel&oars out of the gardetr; Tdtft 
teady again* should they get in, as fhtik 
they will; I desire you to say so to all 
you converse with who are joined in the 
common cause. '^^^ ^ 

I have never heard any thing of iny j^ViV 
vate affairs, I have not drawn uj)tfri yotf ^: 
But I must next Saturday, fbf'5ol.'ij:^/7^d. 
which I received of the marquis BeWoiJi 
at Rome (a great banker), and" he will have 
1 bill on you. at ten-days sight. If my 
affairs are in your hands, I beg you for 
my honour and thafr-of our country to ac- 
cept it. If they are not, I trust to your 
friendship^ that yo\i wiU give direction*, 
for the acceptance and the payment. It ia 
no considerable affair. 

I have told" you' fiilly about our dear 
fi-iend'a works aiid the Notes relative ta 
yourself j as likewise of my History. X do 
not know your sentimcnts^aa any of t^e?e 
heads; but I am sure you and ih^ gubUc 
will approve, what I shall ' soon submit, ta 



^ai^ tj;at Nptcs, .a:4>^|^^ ,i)V»sinf us q£ iif^^ 
p;j3i^fi(f%difgirm hisiajt q]*s^c page. . ', 
,^ 'J.tplf^ you in m^ l^.th^ I am Iheif 
quite alone; wishing to return to my nativ£r 
.i|9|ji^.;with ibonour and dignity j/^vet 
•*^X9\^,|^ ri%; Ap^J.^o the .few ,ei<K:t' s^ns 
.fiCv^ue^— and qpn^9]Ufntly, o^y 4fare.5k 



ovffl !':-7/ ) " .■ :youra.Ycry..^n?ejfeIjr, .;r ,^. 

r.-A :;r ,• ;,-. ; i , .• -. •; • -.- ., -, ^.r.,.,. 

?-'>-f:.-;i". ;' BETTER ir» • • ' - - • 

'' I HA1> a letter fr<iitt Heafoflfcy the last 

^pdst, iW which feetellar mc of a very long 

onie yod had favoured me witlw I hare 

-;tt6b, however, yet the ha];)pmts& ol^ffc- 

'"Cdtiiig'it; ' - ■ ' • " ' -> ' '^-^ '-^ -^ 



- I con^rattalate you most heartily oh the 
important changes now /carrying on. I 
hope ^11 the boars are drove out of the fair 
gwleo of t£iig}aod% 

Heaton asks me several rquestiensj^i 
kn<^ j)Ot by what authority, nor on vhat 
foundation. If I am to give my opixi;pttv 
Coa6tantirk)ple is by far the most eliglbla 
Perhaps he is only amusing himseif amime. 
As to ali my proceedings here concern* 
ii\g.th^ pre5% I promise you that at present 
nothing shall appear, nor eren any friend 
get a copy* I wiU^R^r. nothing by pre- 
cipitation. I am ready ; but 1 wciit for an- 
other opportunity. I fear to do harm,- and 
I do not even wish to irritate. , 

. I beg you to req;y^mber me very afFef;- 
tionately to all your family^ a|idl;o>dear 
Jack. , I^;am ever, my dearest ftiend^Tery 
warmly and gratefully, yours, ; ^ . ^, 

John Wilkes* 

Y<4t«ire ii-itidigJMg to |ie beyond M 
fjcpreasioiu. , 



joifcr inrMftsi ESQ. ia^ 



LETTER V. 
.1 VT /BEAR COT£S| 

I have' not yet the favour of the long 
letter you promised me, nor indeed of any 
frorii you Snce the* short one of July the 
^btfi. ' I liave just now one from my bro- 
ther Heaton, and I think that I ought not 
to 'be so far from the scene of action. 

I intend therefore to set out to-morrow 
Tot Paris, and I hope to be there by the 
last day of this month. ' 

* I shall answer your letter the moment it 
comes to my hands. I beg you to direct 
to mc a r hotel de Saxe^ Rue du Cohmbier^ 
Vituifbourg St. Oermain^ h Parrs. \ 

• My^best conrpltments attend Mrs.Q>tes', 
*nd all your family. 

I am ever, my dearest friend, 

. . jroiirs most affectionately^ 

John Wukmu 



^ 
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Paris, Hotel dc 9axe, Scpt/^*'i7«gi 

• ! ^. 

MY DEAREST COTES, 

I HAVE just time to tell you that I ar- 
rived here early yesterday morning from 
Geneva ; and am indeed very happy in the 
thought that I am once more near my na^ 
tive London, and such a friend as you. 

I am most impatient to receive the long 
letter you promised me. J have many im- 
portant ideas revolving in this busy mind, 
but I wait for your letter befizMre I take my 
resolutions^ 

I have always had it iii my- vieWfthat I 

inight possibly b^ obliged ^in tQ p4 to 

,sea as, a political writer. ,A%;studic«.a|^ 

my thoughts have iinany months b^9rdj»- 

: i:?(;ted. to that poin,t ; and I have abttnd^t 

'^xp of ironstitiUiQxul xnaterja^ liEft^p 



ioH*r^^fi5ftl»i^tsa. ^ 

from history, the classics, &c^ Perhaps, 
however, another fate awaits me. I cannot 
tell what the womb of &te is big with; 
but I know that nothing can ever change 
n^ from beings with truth and gratitude, 
your affectionate friendj 
and humble servant, -, 
r...v . John WiItK^b^ 



LETTBR Vir. 

u' ' TAii«» Hotel d^ Sax0^ Rue da CkAoaAxxt, 

Monday, Oct. 7, 176^ 

! !> .jMV ]»£AR FRIJSKDj 

' I HAtR had the pleasure' several times 
of seeing Mr. Home, and I thank ybti 
hcartfly fof 901 valuable an acquaintaSoi. 
He dkl not kn6w of my being here, and 
'therefore sdAt your packet of kttfefs tt> ttle 



z 
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at Geneva. They are not yet come back; 
and therefore I shall not say orie wora ojL 
politics, but that I am ever true* and rnij 
daunted in the cause of the public. I havQ^' 
prepared several things. 

The affidavit of D'Eon being sworn be- 
fore Humphrey Cotes, make all letters to 
the address of that worthy gentleman most 
suspicious in this kingdom. 1 beg you 
therefore, by the return of post, to give 
me an address to yon under a feigned 
name, and at another part of the towq, I 
wish you to write to me a mademoiselle ^ 
mademoiselle Frochassm, cbex monsieur D^Ei-- 
filly y librairey rue St. Jacques^ a Paris ; and 
kt the direction be always in a woman's 
hand : you need not put the letter in a 
cover. Pray give me a line in this jnan- 
ner by the return of the post ; 'and believe 
me,^ with the truest vyarnith of friendship^, * 

your obliged friend, .and 

bumble servanti 



.* A most worthy friend of mine, nionsicur 
Tollot of Geneva, is so obliginjg to taktt 
care of this letter. 



tEl'TEi VIII. 

tsTk, Hotel de Sale, Rtie daCotombfer^ 
Sunday, October t^, ij(>$. 

MT D£AR£ST F&IENP, 

Ju^'^B this afternoon your very kind. 
letter df the 8th, and I must leave yoo to 
imagine, the impatience of my soul for th^ 
J^ng Cine ypii mentida by Mr. Horne. I 
liaye often seen that g^i^tleman, and I give 
you my repeated thanks for so valuable an 
acquaintance. He is still at Paris, and we 
are much together. My letters are not 
yet come back from Geneva ; as I men- 
tioned before, that ht put them in the post 
IxeM fef me, Xo\x see therefore I cannot 



yet take notice pf apy thing coBit^iflpii^iii 
them* . ' V ' ' <;• V i ■ ;'/n"'.n 

I wrot« to you a priv^e l^ttef fey n^^. 
SAC^T 'Tollat, a gen^lemw ^of C^ngjj^ 
'yhefe is a circuna3taw:a.JA;t^i^f^ Y^ffifel 
b^;you to answer immediately^ ^ndj^h^ft 
I-.willj.write to my bel9yc4^uiBjj^rey.i(fi53f 

J.fl^ still in therS^e:ideJ^^.^^j^vQ^ 
stantiiTople : nothing can so efFectu^%yjfc^^| 
all brcadbesL of every .kind. When you 
consider what passed as to the brother 
of a certain man not an Englishman % I 
believe the person you mention may be 
brought to yield to it. You, who are oii 
the spot, can best judge of this. There ia 
nothing T so much wish, oil every account 
my busy mind can suggest to me^ 

■ ' ■■■■..- ■ ■_, I. I ^f 

. . .• , , ..\, Y 

* This alludes to the dismission of Mr. "Stuart 

Mackenzie, lord Bute's brother, ffoni his posPdf 

|wivjr ieal of Scotland, in May 1765/ notwith8tdo<!b- 

ing_the royal promise that he should .bold ItJsf 

Ufe. . ; 



' Wfieh rhfear'frortl y6i? Wln'ti^r H6" 
monsieur ToUot's letter *, I shall merilioii' 
soJne cither things to you. ' Ih fhe'ihean 
titte t^y ^ssUre' \6t& Teazle of the 
vtafifrtiest arid 'nibst inviolable attafchmtnt 
ohf'tey "part'; "and ' need I add, deafest 
1S6t6sP\]\^'i(kt'i^^ your excellent; snid 
amiable qualities, (as well as gratitude,) WiH 
ei?«r^<^tthite the JrourSindere land iffec- 
tiortatfeineM^ 
^^'' ' [■''' '• •• ' JditN-WititEO 

I'll'-"- ■ •■ - 1! f) ■ ;, ,.. ■ .; -• . • • -•; 






.^^cl de Saxe, Rue du Colombicj^ 
Sqnday^ October a;, 1765. 



MY DEAR COTES, 



, I ;reax) with very particular satisfaction 
your letter of the i8th, and am greatly in- 
debted tp you for the sincere marks of 

■'■■ ■ ■ ' ■ ■ m l .,, i ■ • I . ' 1 m i 

* The letter carried by monsieur Tollot. ' * 



tii^frjlondghip with vfhkh it abounds. J 
regrf^t that the £^Dglish post ia not yet ar*- 
riine^r ^uid therefore that I cannot hava 
all the eclaircissementi I wish and wai^/ 
The idea pf an annual sum of one thou^ 
sand pounds being to be paid to.me> does^ 
not captivate my ioiagination. You. i^Qr 
tion that you do not yet learn upon what- 
establishment^ or fund, it. is to be granted) 
and you desire me to write a letter for 
you to deliver to theniy — without mentioai»> 
ing, or even leaving me toguessj who. 

You avoid, my dear friend, the word 
pension, with great care : yet I believe the 
world would rather consider such a grant 
only in that li^t, though I should myself 
look upon it as paying very poorly all the 
costs of suit due to me. flood's fine 
what jury would copdemn Hal^ax to, 
now general warrants are exploded .even . 
by Mansfield ? I do not know upQO - 
wiiat pi^blic ground this , ministry ataada; 
nor what -stipulations are qgiade for as^earfi 



JOHlr^ILCCS, 8S0. ill J 

5ig the clear rights of eyery English- 
nun, so grossly invaded; I have a most 
kind and ftiendly letter of Mr. Onslow's ; 
yet it is couched in general expressions, 
and all private intelligence is very disad- 
vantageous to the present povrers. No- 
thing has yet been done ; and I am afraid^ 
in the bargain for the honours of the state, 
that the good of it was never thought of 
by the majority of the present gentlemen. 
T am an insignificant individual ; but I 
have given much time and attention to 
these subjects, and I know what ought to be. 
done, and what the nation expects should 
be done : I have digested my thoughts 
very carefully, and I intend tp give them 
to the public the first day of the meeting 
of parliament. How the ministry will like 
them, I very little care : every whig must, 
I am sure, approve ; and I think I am se- 
cure of every friend of my country (not 
embarked with ei^r party) giving me 
sifpbmc^ lm$k fw an opportunity of 



.UjQf^ particular manner t^p Ij^j^sc,}^ 

tbep^fit. •.. • ...... ^'iii.nt ...1 '^x./n 

I have never ypt heard ,. who jtj^ P^??c?t 
ininistrjr are: I believe . tlvJ, Sept is ^^ 
breath of their nostrils. Jtf^^gp^ds lyjiij- 
ever on them, whether Mr. ^jllfP^ ^-f^fi^ 
friend or their enemy. If be; e^a^^gs^j^ 
latter, he will lash them wi^lj^sprpj^ 
rods, — and they are already. pj^p^rf^fj^I 
ivish^ however, we maybe frien^^§jfj^n^I 
had rather follow the plan I had ^giarfawi 
out in iny letter from Qeneva *<i .' Itt^fjl 
cases I shall wait to hear your ppin^iop; ^ad 
I sh^l see what that great chapter in the 
book, the chapter of accidents, produces 
before the meeting of the house. I de- 
sire, however, you would let it be under- 
stood by the present ministry^ that if wc 
are not good friends on public grounds, 
1 am their detcirmined implktable enemy, 

*»' ; ■ / A^ ■■ • ■ ■." ' • ■ . M ■ ' ■ ^m ^ n mm f i n^ffv 



•^d;^'t6'gitc the itab wKerc ft vbin wound 
tie most.* I 'repeat, however, Iwkhwe 
may be friends in earnest; and if we ard, 
I win give every "assistance that such 
irieah ^'bilities as mine can afford then), — 
'itnd' they know how indefatigable I am in 
every cause I dndfcrtake. I leave you, 
tny dear Cotes, to negociate all these mat- 
'teri: 1 know the goodness of your head 
and of your heart. The experience of your 
excellent understanding, and the friend- 
ship .you* have shewn me on every occi- 
sion', make me trust this with entire confi- 
dence in your hands. Be assured of the 
iv'armest returns of gratitude from your 

most affectionate friend and 

humble servant, 

JOHBT W1LKB8. 

\l received the letters Mr, Home sent to 
Geneva : they were the highest entertatn- 
men r to vser My sincere respects WMf. 
Fitzfaerbert, and'sir WSfiate Baker. . 



t Am I to dcmr oa fcui, or hcMr>4liit.|| 
bft; aad fot whxt sum, &c. &Cf tec^i 
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LETTER X, 

■ ' lU 

Paris, Rue de^ Sts. Perps, Deo 4^ lySji' 
MY DEA&HST COTE&,. 

I EMBRAes with pleasum ihU^ppj^H^r 
mty of wHtkig to you by a frieady W^ 
t^ening myself fully to you. I re€eiYfs4 
your letter of November 8, from. madeoiQJh* 
«elle La. V^^Uerie ; anid it is the only OQi^ .1 
have TQceivtsd unope^^d. I \y»u«4 till last 
week for the 3ubs.^quent letter you pro^ 
mised m^ : but that not arrivingi I con- 
cluded that your cruel gout still kept.pos- 
s^s^on of his old q^iarters; ai^4 f^ the 
greatest uncertainty { wro^ to Mr*. FI^ 
l^ffbert. J had two letters froo^ ^PH^iy 
but they were too obscure a^ to ^^f^^ 



HisJSe me, than to be any gaide to nie. I 
iiave yet no answer from Mr; Fituherb^tt 
I am the csnly Englishman here who it 
viMted by Mr. Walpole^ the banker. He 
corresponds with Pitt, which is a most 
vnusual grace to him, from the best orator 
and the worst letrer-writer of our age. I 
grieve at the coldness between lord Tem- 
ple and Pitt. I wish that, like most bosora 
friendships, it does not end in an invete- 
rate hatred. George Grenvitle had better 
ftave continued as he was **♦»♦♦**♦*♦*; 
f foresee all the consequences of a disunion* 
between lord Temple and Mr. Pitt ; and 
there is nothing I desire so earnestly to 
hear of as their reconciliation. United they 
were too weak against the favourite. Se- 
parated I fear both will be undone. I beg 
you to tell lord Temple from me how 
much I am devoted to him ; and that my 
mean faculdes shall ever be exerted in any 
manner he wishes^ and will vouchsafe to 
prescribe. 

YOXitll. Ii 



tiMr'tif the ftwouritt aS tht^qoaritl ot the 
tWr^ brothers* Pitt's apprfcation or^tfic 
Mtes ftatn Vkgil». Esftihiti tr^ nr^u^, &c. 

'iwenttPibyhotrt, and Reined prophe^^ 
• I bcgb • to' thinV thit I am docfe^ io 
Itn ^cHia.1 ^exile, or that I m«st ffijfct'ftCy 

• ^^y bo*t. Suppoie I rtttim immediifeff ? 

^ Will thia mmi&try dar^ to Itt theJiw.tiRe 
pjace ? A pJU<3fy m -my case yvoxM lie 

'fvofsfl iMn th^ bjisifi€8S of the weavers^ 
which «o much alarojied the first persons 
pf the naitiop. Xf the miaitters do not flttd 
pmployrrtent for ojc, 1 am disposed toflii4 
^mpldj'jcneat for them. As'the term'doea 
^t cipcn till the end of Jaftuarjr, Mans- 

' fieid \n no case could pass sentence before 
'th» time^ and the spirit, of the people ia 
^00 high to let me suffer in a caAise of 
iheir own. I am muph lACl^^^ tgr xhU 
stqp of c^^aing qvf r dirpctly, yet cbrtatijly 
tipt agai^^t thi^ qpbiqn pf my "best d^/^t^ 
I tvhh. they would weigh the case>:iijfji|^|^^ 
me their opinion. ^ 



. tisgn gqt mto.lod^pg*^ my owp, >and 

. W^4' ejid^ayour to b^ as good. I^n cbtom- 

^W^% ^(T^Y villaUiqus nature will tetipe. 

It is^^inxetQ t^ke up. sjnd grow indi^- 

pjjijtdcnt: but one thing is necessjiry, for 

you and mc^ ;I have waite4 to heat ^otn 

, you on, the. subject of my private afiai^^ 

and Xo know if you yrould send jne a letter 

pf credit, or in ,whai: manner WoQ<J*$ 

.busiijess was settlecj, or Fitzherbert's of- 

/er,. or any o^K^r plan. .JUving her^ not 

, in an, kotel garni^ and privajtely, jocoU..A 

^year would sopn make me easy anji injle- 

pendent, as well as pay n>y debts in time j 

and you m^y imaginq I have some here, 

^^\ytiich I shpuld be very glad to. settle. 

. Sjuch is the state of my exile and put- 



I w^nf to pay my duty to the duke of 

^.Richmpndi. and had. t;he7nost kipd regpp- 

, tion fjdm hi^ grace aud the djichess. 

/The .duke and lord George I^enox have 

jb^ei^^iace thai^ time> to xttvm mjyi^ 
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I have a very long note on that passage 

©f my ^ver hfon'oured CnurcnU], ^ 

/' ,, ' •:»'- /.n u /iiC noum oe 
^' She could not starve, if there was only. Clive;*' 

•'•' ■ - '• . ; • ^ . jj'.^ , j^Av u. r 

Lhave laboured it -mpch^ but it will re- 
^wain locked, up anno^ my gaperg^ frorp 
lJ?fi:, ^^ar .of humiig J^ck ^J^'^'^^^ \^ 
jroi^^^a variety of MSS, ^n(^prinf?(J.^^e{^. 
J, knov^ np,ij wh^t yf?u hayq^r^c,c5iv5^. H^ve 
you that about Calcraft whicji is done with 
iinyc^ •ca^re,,? , I(}rQijJ^aye jiot^ j will ^nd 
it, ito^ you. If I wanted njoney, coloijel 
Keene hinted to me, that I might have 
what I would from him : that is, he^ would 
buv me ofe 1 have nobly served Hi'm up. 
How pleased is the ' dear shade 6f our 
friend with all I have done ! I am sure 
of it* 

Would it be allowed, if I asked it, to 
sfeal over privately to see. miss Wilkes, to 
talk with you, lord Temple, Mr. Fitzher- 
bert, &c. ? Nothing would alarm the pre- 

* Hif natural son* 
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sent ministers so much as the idea of my 
Cbming to London ; nothing perhaps would 
so much advance my afifairs. 

You may always safely write to me 
under the cov^ of Mzdemoiselte La Vah 
lerte^ cbez mmtekrUEspilif^ a Fa eroi:i'^if^j 
RueSt.Jacquii; sbmetrmcs her othet iiarhV,. 
mdemhelle La Prochauoit^^ would ^MH iis 
well. She trings pad tKose ktters withbiit 
opening* them. ' ' ''*'^ ^-"^' '" f 

J" I beg yoii to remethber me wifh'tiintftll: 
affection to' Mrs. CgtesJ and to all' yoiir, 
femily. ' ' ' -* t,- . )>I 

1 am ever, my dearest friend^. 

your mpst affectionate and.oWiged \ . 

*•'- . I . • John Wi^KKf, 






|il •^kAkoHs^o* ' 
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' '. You^ letter of the aoth of "E^ecfejiiiblr \ 
received unopened. It Kas filled' Hiy M^ 
With anguisfi^ on youf 6^n account ana 
^^rSi^ tlotes^s. ' J have a glimpse 6f hope IftSr 
5pu in t6e recoriciliatioii of lofd'TiSri^i^ 
and Mr. Piift/ ]but 1' tremble fbr^ whut t 
i^ar of ybpr excellent wife. I cariflbt go 
on with siifch a subject, * '*^ * ' "^ 

' ^ I wait , witfe much impatleftt^e * %t' 'ftiSr 
'full ' advice ' respecting riiyself and ybiiir 
own' destinatiQnl I shall fike my f'e^blu- 
tioris accordingly . , I am here' in ^ situatibn 
"which you may guess at/ iMn'Fitzherbert 
yiias liot'paid one shilling on my account to 
Mi;, Foi^y. nor^to aiiy man; As you haVc 
Teceived Wood's loool. I beg you to send 
me immediately some kind of reraitt^iice^ 



c t 



and pay what you mention bnty in part, 
just at present. What am I to do other* 
wise ? I have not recseiveda.my dear Cotes» 
one shilling the whole year 1765. Surely 
you can ihsmage something ibr me, And 
directly. Wh^t am I othen^ise.jto do ? 
I I have; np ansi^er from George Onslow, 
^r*.Fit?herb€rt..sliewe3'my refusal to ^r. 
jFoiey, and. of consequence woula not ^pay 
^im the draft.! had. gircn/JFoley, on the 
.supposition cif the grant of loqol. befiig 
in ki hjMdutabfe w^y , 8cco|'4ifeg t^ 
.former declarations, md iht letter .to H'ea- 
ton* I,am' in great ^disiresd, jiad l^oley is 
J[tkuph. Ckttt ojF,humour.j 1 beg to hear fr^^^ 
JQU on this, top,^ tvy .the return of the post. 
...tf I pan find any safe t>pportunity, yott 
, i^baU.hpv fiilly from me* Vou have never 
^sept pie tiic ^irec^ipn I desired. I b^g you 
.^^Q.;tpjPi.-^^fS. pptes ^hgr jUness has given n^e 
^e ^5^g€jf^5;t concernji for she hayno.frieij^ 
^^ljy3.fst^ems,Jier iiwre than I rip. / Praj 
jcj^jfimbei; ^ne^ kipdjy, in, joj^y Jctterst^ 



iMfejand. he nsvoad^ my4sMm IfJmut 

(hrrjr,^ tbat I wtU tsrer rcBwinf -'. v . c . jt-r 

■ your a^ctidnate nA- - '' ' o 

' " faithful" friend, ' 






;>.{- 



>3-^ rP*Fb, Rue dc Stf .,F#WgF*, li, J<ife| 

*^ I BAVE tiot been favotfredi/rftfr^cme finft 
ffdm yoii stnce' the StK'of JariilSryi \^if 
jr6Q V<irc so gdod*aS?t6eficloi8Ctiiciif6jfy^8f 
I'itJtherbert's fetter to you, butyoifrtt^d 
tim 1 hare not yet seen, IwfottTW) j«fe 
itti6u*diarefy after tlie'^dfeaHt^trf t)Di*^eic«att 
tent friend, biA^^liavt«6thaa'krt5^a««;^ 
|d'-that %^ry I atri' never aftpMrf^W 
te'peevhh; B'ub I'ciannot «ut itaf*fc ^ift« 
fiiort^lameht the ^ cruel s}tfu^itiotf4ft^«liQi 
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necesss^ry formttokn^ laildiisq^ncQly 
one frien4ly st^r IcfttOipG^tvOut my way. 
I h^yc not, received one shilling, nor 
Mr. Foley for me. I am in debt here, 
and yoii know that the whole of last year 
aqd this you have not sent me any thing 
o^t of the management of my private 
estates : I mean those for life; It was im- 
possible for tnalm cochq (^ {England with- 
out a remittance at that time. You must 
krfrf^'I^HIsfctfttch I^borrowcdVixty gui- 
neas of Mr. Walpoicu who Jcftt<|Jiepak with 
%^go<4 grace. Xhaye^had gr^^ Pjpp^s- 
fjcj^s^-ofiriendi^p from spvpr^l o|tbe ^^*| 
IW^pr^pcrhags 1 x)pghttp sfy qf fJ^^^Jat!^^ 
^t^^, ; , l?wt ^.tjiey. Jia^^e beeiji,^)^.. ir^p|^ 
^^,f)r9%i[ofis. ,My^pardQnl^^li«^.|^f^ 
tjfgr^.bfiw ^cd^ .iipr any (jhing else ;^ aA^ 
4^d; np n»p^ l¥Mt^:«nc^»h tojxufli g;^| 
Bfksbffwr !»$• ^^.Eitzberbcrt and^.f^/^jy^ 
4RW:e4^v|5 il^^t.in their ppwer, thoM^h^J 



fioQ^; ian4 if diey €qd14 tbey. vawMi «0t 
^sitAte to gr^ntme the looohrffriamm 
jon the Irish estabHsfament for thirty ,ye$iA|i 
vtbich I wMte.you word Widpol^f^yro* 
ftoflid* :.■■..*•••• /.t 

.1 1 liedr ftotn every quarter, tl^t ;}w?J 
^Teslsple and Mc Fttt aie .€mtrf^y . s4j|«pr 
MMd» and that wfara Ib.f'm^vcMe^tJ^ 
Amcrkatl speech) lord Tenaf)!^ Aran vn^^ 
htmse mder the gafisry^ aod WDA^trili»,i^ 
ttm SUM expieMOBs i^rat Im.birQt^er^ 
ifiK^kw^ which he Used against ritia:ly6(^ 
O^orgK iii the s«ftia plM tB^ee y^^iUgfr 
i .hear that Bedford^ Sandwicb^ Hali&K« 
im-i dre united with kirti. Ttihpk apd 
George GienviUe. 

u . I comreraed with tt^ doke of Hichinpod 
Sot two hoUts oil l^^^aLy sAhdjL Q^tefeylk 
who . cohfirmed this to qie. Judjj^ of my 
impatience tfe> hear the truth of the* 
i^atigfe reportJ9i ftoth yob. I am told that 
a resolution was fotcned that Mdnsfiel^ 
would confine me for life on. account of 
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ifae Essay on Woman, besides a pillory^ I 
do not^wlsh to mix that caijse with the 
other. • 

• ' You have never mentioned what de* 
tached parts o^ the notes of our ever deaf 
Churc^hiU you have reteivcd. Ilmve J)rmt- 
tCftgl!lfR'd«al*i%pdttifely. Several of the 
mt^m 6tNl ^ttoft im icesk \ bthm I h««t 
^Uiti i» a very ftww Let me know vhtt 

' ' PMy Idt HTe ^llMr fMf fstitn ywi^ wf 
deaf friend, and beH&t€) m^, wkh the vt^ 
lAolt iM»iAth e( frietidship itid graiMude^ 

' ^ )6vdryonr&, ' 

John Wilkei- 

^ ITjtg ytm to Ah^fk terd attd la^Ttti^ 
pie t)f^)r Higheit AigiEitds. • < 



^?l .h^'^mpm/'h^ 
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LETTER XIII, 

Paris, feue de Sis. V^ksl Jixiy g; ^ '/fee. 
. ,. |«X DEAR COTB^^ , ^ t. j 

•^..L^jfcivE waitedr lyith *q;xij?h,,^)r^^pa^i^^ 
Ac fjcc^mplishmpiit of ,<hf prcpisc^.^yflft 
gswe mc ia- Hc^-stre?t qf Jb^injg,.i^^ijy 
50ox;t at Paris, Your ten day^^ ^rq,^^;ijC^yg 
Vor^y pf Daniel lumsQlf, y?t I;tr^9^ jfjj]^ 
^dnpt xoean weteks.. , -. , .„, . . /^[^^ 
,. I^om exactly , in the satT>e ^sjt^^atio^^j^^ 
^hcn I left England 3 only more disagree- 
ably as. tp my private affairs. It is bigh 
time rejirery thing was settled as well as we 
can,^a,pd 1 \yish to set ,my shoulders to so 
negessary a workr ; I shewed you inllolleS| 
street what^I had done; and I earnestly 
beg ypu^ if your own business does nbf 
bring you directly into this kingdom, to 
senci hie an fCcouht of what has passed 
cirougli your Kaj^idsV and I will settle ' aQ» 



to our mutual satisfaction. Neither of us 
mean any. more indiscretions; We will be 
prudent, and laugh at all our enemies. 

^ Jv ^^ ^^^Y'J^\ treated in the History of 
the Minority. I am sure Almon has had a 
hand in it: biit he** has had great helps. 
Mt^^iiHlftg 1^ dfferfed up to the shrine of 
fifoWef/^^'^rwiU'Whowevet be a passit^ 
i^rct'imri' I wilP db myself jilstice in print/ 
^Ad'cohtraditt the gros^ 'fkl^hoods respect-^' 
ihj^ tilt in that' histoiy: I will try to 
make some of your netv^ fi^dnds smart. I 
fdvfeloM Temple, and Jt will suppose hi is 
not concerned in the injuries done' ni6 iii 
tlfe History ; though, it could not be wfode 
Without his connivance, at least; l hear^, 
indfc^, that it comes out by his order, "if 
bpjg yoii to explain alt this to me, and as 
ioon as you can. * # 

/Your letters had better be directed under 
<:over A monsieur D^Espi/Iy. libraire. a la 
ff'oix^^H^or, JRue jSt jfaqm^ i. Paris; ipr the|r 
^'iU^be opened. ' - ^ .^..v. *y 



dkiret her <}on»{jba)f}^t^.p y«t^ ., , :>;.}. 

and AfFectioytyif',"^ 
JOHJl W h^keI. 

i .: • •• >.'•:!.. I jjiiit hrn 

^ ■ . •»»'>:> 

Parish ?uc 4^ 6tf , 'BhrfMjt Ji^ 7»o^ |^ 
XT DEAR eOT^Sj •/ 1 

' I CANNOT express to you the' aatislktS- 
tion your letter of the 15th has giVeri ttit^, 
"and I arri persuaded all our' friendi h} the 
xity partake it, for I suppose there dto 
^^loomy facts enough in the- wtste^rt p^trls 
of the metropolis. 1 beg you to tnafce Itfy 
best ebmpliments te lord Temple tMi this 
occasion. His loadship kn&f^ so wdtt'Kriy 
ivay of thinking, r^aitive to th^ public^ 
that I have hot one word t» nd^lj iPsk 'itM 



iiVScaiiift I'skdt now ii^e justice dent to 
myself, as Mrtll as to the gfeaticatise ia 
which 1* hawe h^sn so ck«plyi. embarked, 
andibr which Ihave been so lopg and so 
great a sufferer, i hope a full and free 
J)ard6n will immediately be grafted mei 
and that I shali have leave to return to Eng- 
land by the first pwst; I shall wait, iny 
dear Cotes, for your directions, and I 
think we now- can neith^ of us fail of 
being happy : you merit it I am sure froni* 
every intrinsic good quality of your owni 
I from having been so long unhappy, un- 
happy too from my love of liberty and'my 
country. 

I a^ excp^edingly pleased with the eclair- 

.cissemens you give me as to the History of 

the Minority, I wonder after all |iow the 

author got at some ; secrets ; and I am sure 

^he has had good help^^ and many ad4}- 

^tional touches *• 



.-•^ 



^ f He never had one help^ nor, an^ «cl|dit|q(fl 
•touches. 
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' You may guess my impatience for the 
letter you kindly promise me by the next 
post. Lord Temple may now make me 
liappy : perbap3 he cannot at fiome, till 
things 9Xt more firmly settled. I wished 
to have gone to Constantinople, I would 
go to Quebec, and perhaps; in the mean 
way, I might be useful there. If I dm td 
be left to my ill-starred fate, pray let me 
know it ; and I will never be troublesome 
•to those I love. I beg yoiir lettets may 
come in the way your last did. 

Believe me ever, my dear friend, with, 
true affection, 

yours most sincerely, 

John Wilkes* 
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LSTTEtl XV* 



Paris, Rue dd Sts. P^res, Nov. 27, 1766.I 
DEAR COTES, 

• I WROTB you along letter on my ar- 
rival at Calais, and hoped before this, to 
have heard from you about the public, 
. ^bout our worthy friends, about yourself, 
about trie, &c. I find by Heaton, who had . 
it from Beardmore, that lord Temple is 
extremely pleased that I did not write to 
lord Chatham. I have the same satisfaction 
from the public at large ; and I am so far 
happy, that my conduct is warmly ap- 
proved by all the true friends of liberty. 
I trust that my restoration will soon follow 
the applause I have met with from manjp 
quarters. 

Can you assist me, my dear friend, in 
my private affairs ? I would not import 
tune you if I could avoid it. t endeavour 



to manage as well as I can, Md kee]^ up a 
. kind of dignity^ looking forwards for my 
dear daughter. In a year or two that will 
Jbe a most serious business ; and she is all 
I wish hen I am«»'Vcry easy about her 
from the .Red-lion-court family, for she 
has no rival there- I hare, as well as you, 
struggled through many difficulties, and I 
Tiope we shall at last ride both triumphaiit 
1 am entirely in the dark as to all preteWd- 
ings since I left England; I beg to know 
the state of them mimitely, that I may 
bring every thing into order as wcH as I 
tan. 

I wish to know what pfAssed at the be- 
ginning of the session. Will the three bo- 
thers be reconciled ? Such is tlife cf±j)fect4- 
tionof the pubKc here. FtrhAps i% ?s tie 
only way of secttring t^^rUfkf to iariy 
administration. 

Pray tell me the scntitnehts' of tfc* pub- 
lic about ih* present set of ftdin?stiete, abcmt 
the rettitn <tf one Mr. WAtte to Haftj 
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f abo^t the ^cpndvif^ (^f , tlK duke of Grafton 
yto him, &c. &€• - • . 
!! Mj si^^cer^^ respects attend the good 
'? carl ?jad countess. 

i am erer, deafr^ Cotes *, your friend, 

John WiiKEs, 



* In February ijCj Mr. Cotes became a bank- 
rupt. 
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